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“Behold the work of the old = 
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Let your heritage not be lost, 
But bequeath it as a memory, 
Treasure and Blessing. 

Gather the lost and the hidden 
And preserve it for thy children.” 


- CHRISTIAN METZ 


This book is dedicated to the men and women who came to this 
village, a hundred years ago in search of the great American dream. 
They proved that by working diligently at building pianos 
“The Steger - the World’s Greatest Piano”, 
their untiring labor and accomplished skills not only fulfilled their dream, 
but built this great community - the Village of Steger: 
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Preface 


This huge undertaking; the seeking out, researching and recording the history of Steger 
through pictorial chronicle; would have been so much more difficult without the help of 
many people. 

Some particularly knowledgable life-long residents of Steger whose memory of peo- 
ple and events proved invaluable come to mind. Bernice and Edmund Sievers, Bertha 
Pelock, Clara Roe, Helen Kaufman, Caroline Klawitter, Katherine Roesner, Tony 
Yushkevich, and Bob Anderson were all early supporters of the task of recording and pre- 
serving Steger history and were charter members of the Steger Historical Society. Sadly 
they will not see their efforts come to fruition as they are now deceased. 

Happily, there are those who are able to finally enjoy the fruits of our labors in the 
publishing of this book. The time and events as stated in this historical review are as accu- 
rate as could be determined from the records and memories available. 

First of all, I thank my husband, Emil Zeman, who has had to practice greater 
patience because of the long hours spent in gathering, sorting and compiling information, 
and organizing volunteers. 

Others who deserve special mention are: Blanche and Ed Block, Shirley and Russell 
Boettger, Susan Boyco, Judy Buttell, Carmelita Curl, Martha Currier, Trustee Ed 
Grollemond, Marilyn and Henry Hartmann Jr., Norma and Erwin Hecht, Francine 
Kennedy, Anne Luering, Edith McLean, Barbara Recupito, Beverly Schroeder, Jane 
Schulten, Geri Sciaratti, Audrey Schoenbeck, John Wozny and his grandson Timothy C. 
Wozny, and Milo Zeman. 

A special thanks also to those who contributed articles to the book and to the many 
Steger residents who came in with their precious photographs. 

My appreciation to the Village President Louis Sherman, his staff, and the Board of 
Trustees for providing an office in the Village Hall so that the Steger Historical Society 
has a place to work and store our precious artifacts. 

Finally, it is our hope that all who read this Pictorial History wil! enjoy its contents 
and come to appreciate Steger’s rich and interesting past. May it stir up memories for you 
as well as enlighten you about people, places and events you may never have known exist- 


ed. 


MILDRED ZEMAN, President 
STEGER HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
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JOHN VALENTINE STEGER 
President of Steger and Sons Piano Manufacturing Company 


And the Founder of the Village of Steger 
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The Legacy of John Valentine Steger 


“... thinking of the days that are no more” 
- ALFRED LORD TENNYSON 1809-1892 


BY JOHN W. WOZNY - Author of “Steger - The Man And His Town” 


As the Village of Steger celebrates its Centennial, the Steger Historical Society com- 
piled a volume of pictures recalling the history of the village from its early days. At the 
behest of the Steger Historical Society, I was asked to share the interesting history of John 
Valentine Steger discovered during my research on the man who built the town and 
brought it to national and international fame as the home of “the world’s largest piano fac- 
tony’ 

In 1948 my wife and I bought the lots for our house on Chicago Road from George 
F. Steger, the son of John V. Steger. So, the idea of doing a biography of the town’s founder 
intrigued me. The more research I did, the more fascinating this man became. He truly was 
a genius. He was rightfully known as “the king of piano makers”. 

The story of his life was a true Horatio Alger story. (Horatio Alger wrote children’s 
books that always centered on some poor, young lad who achieved fame and fortune 
through hard work, good deeds and perseverance). 

He was born on March 24, 1854 in Ulm, a picturesque village in the Black Forest of 
Germany where his father Michael was an art dealer. The Steger name in that area traced 
its origins back to the days of Charlemagne. Young John was apprenticed to a woodworker 
when he was only fourteen years old. After completing his apprenticeship in three years, 
he set out for America. When he arrived in New York, he had only twelve cents in his 
pocket and spoke no English. Yet that same afternoon he already hired out as a rough car- 
penter, rebuilding ice houses on the Hudson river. 

He worked at a series of different jobs and lived with various persons where he 
noticed that a piano was the most prominent piece of furniture in the house. It didn’t take 
him long to realize that in America pianos were a much sought after house-hold item. 

The piano in the booming post Civil War period was not merely a musical instru- 
ment. It was a status symbol; it was the sole purveyor of entertainment to thousands of 
homes; it was an ornate piece of decorative furniture. It was expensive because it was built 
by a “master” craftsman along with the aid of his apprentices. It was in great demand, but 
only the wealthy could afford to buy them. A fortune could be made if the piano could be 
mass produced and made affordable to the millions. 
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Steger’s dream then was to make the piano affordable to everyone. To achieve this ¢* 
goal he exercised religiously the precept of fiscal frugality and discipline he imposed on @ 
himself: “Spend only half of what you earn and save the other half”. 

This adage served him well as he moved from the status of an employee to that of a - 
shop owner. Ten years of practicing this self imposed golden rule enabled him to accu- 
mulate nearly four thousand dollars. He was now ready to rent a store, buy some pianos 
and start selling pianos right in the heart of Chicago’s busiest district on State street. 

From the onset, John V. Steger was a master of consumer psychology. When he was 
only able to afford a second story location for his first store, he placed a sign on the street 
entrance admonishing the public to: “Save $100.00 by walking up one flight of stairs”. 

In a few years after opening his store to sell pianos, he leased larger quarters where 
he could assemble pianos, thereby cutting out another costly step and thus lowering the 
selling price. It was a very natural and logical step to go from assembling pianos for sale 
to manufacturing the entire unit. So, in 1891, Steger purchased twenty acres in the south 
suburb of Colombia Heights and built his factory - Steger and Sons Piano Manufacturing 
Company. 

John V. Steger not only built a factory but also provided housing by building houses 
for his employees. The idea was patterned after George Pullman’s town of Pullman, 
Illinois. But unlike Pullman who charged his workers rent higher than was normal, Steger 
sold his houses on contract to his employees so that they too could realize the great 
American dream of home ownership. This idea was a stroke of pure public relations 
genius. Where Pullman was villified for being a greedy, company landlord; Steger was 
being adulated as a great benefactor. 

Steger’s competitors tried to stem his progress by threatening piano workers with 
“black-balling”, if they went to work for Steger. This ploy didn’t faze him in the least. He 
scoured the area, and the continent and hired a cadre of “master” craftsmen. Instead of 
assigning each one to make a piano, as was the practice in the industry, he made each one 
a foreman of a department to perform a certain operation. He then could hire trainable, but 
unskilled, low-cost labor and come out with a product costing far less than that of his com- 
petitors. 

Ten years before Olds and Ford started their assembly lines, Steger had one operat- 
ing that enabled him to mass produce the piano and thereby make it affordable for the 
masses. His master plan was so successful that in less than ten years John V. Steger com- 
missioned one of Chicago’s prominent architects to build the sixth highest building in 
Chicago, a nineteen story sky-scraper at the corner of Wabash and Jackson to house his 
sales and administrative offices and showrooms. 
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By this time,the Steger family had the business in full control. His son Chris was in 
charge of the Chicago building, while his son George was the operations manager of the 
factories. 

It seemed that John V. Steger had the “Midas touch”; but that wasn’t really the case. 
His meteoric success was due to many facets of his personal makeup. One of these was 
his fatherly concern not only for his employees but his community as well. He came from 
the “old country” where paternalism was the manner of managing a workplace. The 
employer considered himself the father of his employees. 

Remembering his days of apprenticeship when his master took him on picnics, he 
decided to provide a “worker’s holiday” for his plant staff. Instead of the popular Fourth 
of July celebrations with the patriotic hoopla, Steger organized a “Steger Day” celebration 
complete with parades, laudatory speeches, free beer, and fireworks. Dignitaries and 
politicians from throughout the state came to enjoy the day, and to bestow praise on this 
local industrial giant. 

The company picnic attracted thousands not only from town but from the surround- 
ing area as well. The idea of the company picnic was adopted by other factory owners as 
a manner of giving employees “company benefits” and staving off union organization. 
Steger’s paternalism was effective because when the piano workers in Chicago went on 
strike in 1900, the Steger plant which was non-union was operating without a day’s loss 
of production. 

Even in the early years, Steger’s fatherly touch came to the fore. When eighty-two 
of the townspeople met to incorporate the sub-division of Colombia Heights, the need to 
pay for the costs of incorporation arose. John V. Steger offered to cover the costs and as a 
result became the “father” of the village, aptly named Steger. Like a good father he saw 
to it that the village that carried his name had a volunteer fire department, a water supply 
system, and a steam supply system all provided by his company. The Steger 
Congregational church was founded with his help and assistance. He served the first two 
terms as president of the new village board to make sure that the village government 
would get off on the right track. 

As years went by, the Steger piano was enjoying immense popularity. Not only 
because of its low price, but because of it musical quality as well. The highly praised 
Steger grand piano made in the local factory was being used in the Vatican and in many 
European concert halls. Sales zoomed off the charts and the “grosse-traumbild” - the 
grand vision of this once penny poor German immigrant was being fulfilled. The factory 
was producing and shipping in its own railroad cars, one hundred pianos a day. To provide 
the lumber needed for the pianos, Steger became part owner of The Flanner-Steger Land 
and Lumber Company in Wisconsin. 
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His operation was as self sufficient as possible. If there had been a way to raise ele- 
phants for the ivory, he probably would have been an elephant rancher. 

As triumph begets triumph, John V. Steger became a personage known nationally 
and internationally in business and financial circles. He served on the board of directors 
of a Chicago bank, owned stock in another Chicago bank; was on the board of a bank in 
Chicago Heights, as well as being president and director of the Bank of Steger. 

The man who at one time could not speak English was now a member of the Union 
League Club of Chicago, one of the most exclusive and most selective private clubs in the 
country; and the Chicago Heights Club, a prestigious group of area civic leaders. When 
the College Inn room - an elegant, posh cabaret located in the Sherman House in Chicago 
had its grand opening, tables of twelve were being reserved for the ice show on opening 
night. The Steger table was adjacent to that of newspaper mogul William Randolph 
Hearst. On his fiftieth birthday, March 24, 1904, John V. Steger was honored by the mem- 
bers of The Chicago Heights Club when more than a hundred persons coming from all 
over the United States came to attend the most aristocratic, white-tie dinner party ever 
staged in the Chicago area. Steger made frequent trips to Europe, both for pleasure and 
business. After each trip the Chicago newspapers as well as the local newspapers carried 
articles on his experiences. He was often interviewed by newspaper reporters to get his 
slant on the economic picture in this country and in Europe. On his last trip to the conti- 
nent, World War I broke out, just as he was visiting his birthplace in Ulm, Germany. 

Steger’s innovative ideas, his fabulous success with his mass production methods, 
his ability to put an affordable piano into the homes of the masses, although it earned him 
plaudits from the world at large, created great envy among his competitors. The invidious 
piano manufacturing community inveigled a trade publication to do an “expose” on the 
owner of the “world’s largest piano factory”. In a series of scurrilous articles that ran for 
nearly a year, the trade magazine attacked John V. Steger, his relatives, his methods, and 
his managers. Not one to allow anyone attack him on any ground, John V. Steger sued the 
writer, the editor, and the publisher for criminal libel and won his case, causing the writer 
to get a sentence in the penitentiary and the editor and publisher to be deported to their 
foreign country. With his two sons running the dynasty, John V. Steger enjoyed his trav- 
els more and more. He particularly enjoyed his visits to the plant. The one hour train ride 
from downtown Chicago to Steger allowed him the leisurely visit to the factory where he 
kept a stock of pet goldfish in a water reservoir, and visits with his grandchildren. His 
golden years were in a complete intercoupling of the golden era of the Steger piano. 

On a summer Sunday afternoon June 11, 1916, John V. Steger came to visit his 
grandchildren at his daughter’s home. After dinner, he took some table scraps to feed his 


“pets” - the goldfish at the plant. He suffered a fatal heart attack and fell into the reservoir 
where he was later found. 
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JOHN VALENTINE STEGER 
THE MAN AND HIS FAMILY 


By Anne Hartmann Luering and Henry J. Hartmann 


J ohn Valentine Steger is best known for being the founder of the Steger Piano Company, 
the founder of the village of Steger and its first village president serving from 1897 until 
1899. Much has been written about Mr. Steger, the businessman. However, not as much 
is known about Mr. Steger, the family man. 

John Valentine Steger was born March 24, 1854 in Ulm, Wurtemburg, Germany. He 
was the second of five children born to Michael Steger and his wife. One account lists 
John Valentine’s father’s occupation as an art dealer while seveal others note that he was 
a cabinet maker. John Valentine had one older brother, Christian; a younger brother, 
Richard, and two younger sisters, Marie (Steger) Heller and Anna (Steger) Ilgner. At the 
age of 12 John Valentine left school for his first job and then, at the age of fourteen, was 
apprenticed to a woodworker. 

In 1871, John Valentine Steger, along with his two brothers, departed Germany for 
the United States. John Valentine wanted to make use of the broader opportunities of the 
new world to benefit his financial condition. Upon his arrival in America on March 9, 
1872 John Valentine knew no English and had only 12 cents in his pocket. Within just six 
hours in this country, he found employment working on the reconstruction of ice houses 
on the Hudson River. 

After working in New York for a few months, John Valentine traveled to Chicago, 
thinking that business conditions were still more favorable in the west. In time, brother 
Richard would settle in New Jersey and brother Christian in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 
Sister Anna emigrated to Chicago once John Valentine had established himself there while 
sister Marie stayed behind in Germany. 

Just one year after his arrival in the U.S., nineteen year old John Valentine married 
seventeen year old Louisa Rosena Jacob on May 4, 1873. She was the daughter of John 
Jacob, one of Chicago’s earliest settlers. John Valentine attributed much of his success in 
business to her assistance, advice, and cooperation. Together they had five children. 
Louisa died on November 11, 1935 and at that time resided at the Del Prado Hotel on 
Chicago’s south side. She is interred at Evergreen Hill Cemetary. 

John Valentine Steger built a home opposite the piano factory at 33rd Street and 
Chicago Road and lived there until 1910 when business made it necessary for him to move 
to Chicago. 
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The house, at various times, also served as the residence of John Valentine’s broth- 
er, Christian, and his nephew, Ferdinand. The structure was eventually moved to 33rd 
place and owned by William Roe. 

As acharter member of the First Congregational Church, John Valentine played an 
important role in the construction of its first building located at 234th and Florence. On 
January 2, 1900, he presented the building, free of all debt, to the trustees on behalf of the 
congregation. 

The Village of Steger thought most hightly of its number one citizen. When the com- 
munity decided to incorporate into a village in 1896, it was John Valentine Steger who 
provided the four hundred dollars needed for the petition and election. His only request 
was that the name be changed from Columbia Heights to Steger. John Valentine was one 
of the best-loved employers in the country because of the just, fair and considerate treat- 
ment he gave those in his employ. So it is understandable that the people of Steger would 
hold a gala to celebrate the fiftieth anniversary of Mr. Steger’s birth. The celebration was 
held at the Steger Hall (which stood on the property that is now the parking lot for Marvell 
Bakery) on Saturday, March 26, 1904. A banquet was served at 11:00 pm. 

John Valentine Steger died on June I1, 1916 in Steger at the age of sixty-two. His 
body was found upright in the goldfish reservoir at his piano works in Steger (which had 
been built for fire protection purposes). He frequently went to feed his goldfish on the 
weekend when he stayed with his children in Steger, his main residence being the Union 
League Club in Chicago. Will County coroners later determined that he died from heart 
failure. 

On the day of his funeral, business was suspended in Steger, buildings were draped 
with mourning colors, and flags were flown at half-mast. His death made front page head- 
lines in the Chicago Tribune dated June 12, 1916. John Valentine Steger is interred at 
Evergreen Hill Cemetery in Steger in a mausoleum bearing his family name. 

John Valentine Steger’s last will and testament listed, among others, his wife, Louisa, 
and five children plus his brothers Richard and Christian, his sisters Marie and Anna, his 
nephews Christian and John V. Steger (sons of brother Christian) and four minor Johnson 
children (offspring of daughter Anna). He also remembered forty-three men who had 
been in his employ for ten or more years. Many of their surnames are familiar ones still 
today. The multimillion dollar corporation which Steger built in his lifetime succumbed 
to dissolution within ten years of his death. 

Chris G. Steger, first son of John Valentine and Louisa, joined his father in the piano 


EEEKKKTKVEERAEGERSD 


business. Chris was treasurer of the Steger Piano Company (later president) and had ~ 


charge of the city headquarters at Wabash Avenue and Jackson Boulevard. 
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He was married to Sarah and had two children, Anne Louise (Steger) Garrett who 
resided in New York and Donald V. Steger of Minneapolis. At the time of John Valentine’s 
death, Chris resided at 1410 Pratt Avenue in Chicago. He retired in 1930 then died at the 
age of 70 in Chicago. At the time of his death he lived at 7742 Merrill Avenue. 

Chris’s son, Donald, lived in Wilmette and was an attorney with the Federal Trade 
Commision in Chicago. He was also the editor of the Federal Lawyer publication of the 
Chicago chapter of the Federal Bar Association. Donald passed away at the age of 57 in 
Cincinnati. He was survived by his wife Carmen and two sons, Richard V. and Jay D. 

Mary Steger, the first daughter of John Valentine and Louisa, was born April 16, 
1878. She married Thomas E. Northen (6/5/1868 - 2/14/1949). They had one daughter, 
Lillian Louisa (10/15/96 - 3/6/06) who was handicapped, being unable to walk. There was 
also a son, Thomas Jr., who moved to the west coast as a young adult. The Northen fam- 
ily resided in Steger where father Thomas served two terms as village president, the first 
from 1903 until 1907 and the second from 1911 until 1917. Mary died December 3, 1959 
and is buried in Evergreen Hill Cemetary near her husband and daughter. 

George Frederick Steger was the second son of John Valentine and Louisa Steger. 
Like brother Chris, he joined his father in business. George was secretary of the Steger 
Piano Company and in 1907 was made the general superintendent of all the factories. 
George also followed in his father’s footsteps as he served as village president from 1909 
until 1911. After his father’s death and during the Depression it fell to George to dispose 
of many family properties located throughout the United States and in foreign countries. 
This arduous task was finally completed in the mid 1940’s. Once completed, George 
moved to Florida. 

George married Clara Johnson and their early residence can still be found today on 
Crescent Drive in Steger. The Stegers sold their home in 1924 to James DePeso. Later the 
building burned and the third floor was totally destroyed. Around 1934 George’s son 
Robert, bought back the property and in 1946 sold it to his sister, Grace. In later years the 
Stegers resided at 3750 Emerald Avenue. George died at the age of 80. At the time of his 
death he had 11 grandchildren and 8 great-grandchildren. 

George and Clara raised six children, several of whom are still remembered in the 
community today. The first child, Grace (born December 27, 1900) became the wife of 
Harry Clarren. She was a University of Chicago graduate, member of the First 
Congregational Church and past president of the Steger School District 194 Board of 
Education. She had no children. It was Grace and her husband, Harry, who eventually 
purchased the George F. Steger home and lived there. Grace passed away on July 24, 
1981 preceeded in death by Harry in 1977. 
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George’s son, Robert M., was born on April 1, 1912 (died August 8, 1975). It was 
he who drove the car for George when George was disposing of family properties and it 
was at this time that Robert first became interested in real estate. In 1949 he founded 
Robert M. Steger and Associates and became a leader in the world of real estate and insur- 
ance. With his wife Irene he raised three children, Roberta (Steger) Salen, Marcia (Steger) 
Kacmarek, and William G. Robert M. Steger was past president of the Illinois Association @m 
of Realtors as well as other realtor boards, past president of the Steger Chamber of feet 
Commerce, a director of the First National Bank of Chicago Heights and member of ‘on 
Chicago Heights Masonic Lodge No. 851. At the time of his death he was survived by his we 
wife, three children, eight grandchildren, and one great-grandchild. 

George F. Steger Jr. lived at 14730 Markham Drive in Harvey. He was married to 
Mathilda (Kieffer) and had four children. Their names are George III, Michael, Mary and 
Clara (Steger) Frederick. At the time of his death he had seven grandchildren. He is 
interred at Cedar Park Cemetary. 

George’s other children included John, Theodore (a druggist), and Gertrude (Steger) 
Hughes. Theodore and Gertrude resided in Jacksonville, Florida. 

Second daughter Anna (known as Annie) Nellie Steger was born November 9, 1879. 

She married Henry G. Johnson (10/5/1877 - 2/14/1939). It was in their home on Wallace 
Street on February 2, 1899 that the First Congregational Church was organized. The four- 
teen charter members included Anna and Henry; Anna’s parents, John Valentine and ~ 
Louisa; as well as her brother George and his future wife Clara; and Annie’s sister Estelle. - 
Annie and Henry had five children: Ruth Anna, Ralph Peter (11/11/1906 - 2/22/1936), 
Herbert George, Virginia and Roy (6/8/1900 - 8/8/1900). At the time of John Valentines . 
death, the Johnson’s address was listed as 505 South Wilson Avenue in Menominee, _ 
Wisconsin. John Valentine Steger was part owner of some timberland in northern 
Wisconsin. Trees were felled for the piano industry, trucked into Menominee, then 
shipped by boat to Chicago through the Great Lakes chain. It is believed that the Johnsons 
relocated in Menominee so that Henry could oversee the operation. In later years the _ 
Johnsons lived in Highland Park. Anna passed away on July 8, 1965. She is buried at ~ 
Evergreen Hill Cemetary near her husband and sons Ralph and Roy. 

The fifth child of John Valentine and Louisa was Estella Henrietta Steger. She 
attended school at Ferry Hall in Lake Forest, Illinois, a private girl’s school. She married 
Roy Hinman and they lived at 6027 South Michigan Avenue in Chicago. Stella Boulevard 
in Steger is named for Estella. ey: 

No direct descendent of John Valentine Steger resides in Steger, Illinois at this time. 
There are however, descendents of his brother Christian who still live in the area. 
Included are members of the Fred and Clara (Steger) Will families, the Herman and Anna 
(Steger) Schumacher families, and the Henry and Ella (Steger) Hartmann families. 
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Early History of Steger 
By Mildred Zeman 


OF as this area, along with the surrounding land, was occupied by Native 
Americans, most of whom were Pottawatomies. After a treaty between the government 
and the natives in 1832, the Native Americans relinquished their rights to the land. The 
land was subsequently offered for sale in November of 1838, but the government passed 
the Pre-emption Law which recognized “squatters rights”. Sixteen early settlers drew up 
affidavits for their land claims. 

One of the early settlers was the Chris Moeller family, who farmed the area from 
Vincennes Road (now known as Chicago Road) to Kings Road and south from 34th Street 
to Richton Road. They sold their farm to a real estate developer who divided most of their 
Jand into lots. 

Another of these early settlers was the John Wilson family who owned the property 
from the corner of 34th Street and Chicago Road and sections north and east. James 
Keeney purchased the Wilson farm and planned the village by setting up streets and divid- 
ing the land into lots. Each lot was 25 feet by 125 feet. When Keeney planned the village 
he initially called it Dearborn Heights but changed the name a few weeks later to 


i Columbia Heights. The name Columbia was used in honor of the Columbian Exposition 


which was held in Chicago in 1893. 
As part of the promotioal plan, Keeney arranged to have special trains bring poten- 


tial buyers to the village from Chicago. Several business buildings were erected and the 


residents were informed that various industrial concerns would soon occupy the buildings. 
A large hotel was built on the corner of 34th and Hopkins in anticipation of accomodating 
the overflow of visitors that would attend the Exposition. This, however, did not come to 
pass. The hotel was too far from the exposition, given the mode of travel by horse and 
buggy during those times. The hotel was later remodeled into apartments but destroyed 
by fire in 1940. 

In 1891 the Solomon Brothers opened a general store on the southwest corner of 34th 
Street and Vincennes (Chicago Road). A post office was located in the railroad depot. In 
the same year John Valentine Steger purchased twenty acres of land in an area which was 
then the crossroads in the Village of Columbia Heights. The first factory was erected in 
1892. The Chicago and Eastern Illinois Railroad tracks were east of the factory. 
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In 1893 the Steger Piano Company began operations with approximately 35 qm 
employees. 

In that same year a competitor, Rice and Macey Piano Company, was established in ox 
Columbia Heights. It was also on Vincennes Road, two blocks south of 34th Street. In oe 
1894 it sold its interest to the Smith Nixon Piano Company. & 

In 1896 Columbia Heights became incorporated as a village. Prior to this, the vil- - 

lage was governed by a citizens’ council consisting of seven members. This council met - 
and decided to vote to incorporate and also to consider changing the name of the village. 
The petition of incoporation and election was to cost $400. Mr. Steger volunteered to pay 
the fee if the population changed the name of the village to Steger. An election was held 
on November 23, 1896 to decide whether to incorporate and what name to choose. 

The votes were as follows: 

For incorporation - 58 


Against - 28 

For the name of Steger 43 votes 
For the name of Stegerville 3 votes 
For the name of Steger Heights 1 votes 
For the name of Nixonville 9 votes 


For the name of Columbia Heights 26 votes 

The population of the village was 325 but only the men were permitted to vote. The 
proposition passed and the name was changed to Steger. The village was incorporated on 
December 24, 1896. Mr. Steger did pay the $400 for incorporation. The petition was 
recorded on February 19, 1897 as Document No. 2500689 with the State of Illinois. 

On February 23, 1897 an election was held to elect a Village President and a Board 
of Trustees. John Valentine Steger was elected the first Village President. 

The Steger Piano Company grew with unbelievable speed. As soon as one factory 
was built, another building was added and soon a third. After Mr. Steger purchased the 
Smith Nixon Factory, the Steger grand pianos were made at that location and the building 
was called Reed and Sons. At its peak, the Steger Piano factories employed 2500 persons 
and turned out 100 pianos a day and 3000 Victrolas (phonographs) a year. The company 
had its own fleet of box cars which were painted blue and were labeled, “Loaded with 
Steger Pianos made in Steger, Illinois.” Steger Pianos were known all over the world and 
included the Vatican as one of its satisfied customers. 

The employment of large numbers of people caused the population of Steger to grow, 
as many of these workers settled here with their families. Mr. Steger’s successful busi- 
ness, was largely responsible for the rapid growth of the village in those early years. 
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He advertised throughout Europe for workers, which attracted immigrants of various 
nationalities, mainly Germans and Italians, to the area. 

Steger built homes for his employees, which sold for $850 to $1050. They were 
rented for $10 a month or sold on contract to qualified buyers for a small down payment 
and a monthly payment of $11. Small neighborhood grocery stores were established along 
with barber shops, dry good stores and other needed businesses. 

The early minutes of the Village Board meetings contain items of interest. Water in 
the streets was quite a problem. The roads then were dirt and, when it rained, many mud 
holes developed. There were three wood bridges on Vincennes Road, since the road 
crossed over various drainage ditches. There were also bridges on Florence, Wallace, 
Butler and 32nd Street. These are mentioned many times because they required frequent 
repair. It is always noted that these repairs were the primary responsibility of the Police 
Department. 

Many residential areas did not have wooden sidewalks, so walking along the roads 
after a rain was difficult. Primarily, the only mode of transportation during these early 
days was by horse and wagon. 

In 1906 the Orr Brothers were paid $600 to level Vincennes Road and lay tar and 
stone on the road. Work was done from 30th Street to McKinley Avenue. It was not until 


1916 that the State of Iilinois formed a State Highway Department which then took over 


the maintenance of Chicago Road, Route 1, a state highway. 

From 1898 to 1912 the village hired workmen during the summer months to remove 
Canadian thistles which were abundant and a nuisance in the area. They were paid [5 to 
20 cents per hour. The Board minutes also note that many homes were fumigated by the 
Board of Health from 1905 to 1908. There was a diptheria epidemic in the area and many 
children died during that period. 

The construction of wooden sidewalks was banned in 1910. The wood tended to 
deteriorate and the sidewalks were becoming hazardous. Cinder sidewalks were put in, 
except in the downtown area, where cement sidewalks were laid. 

In 1909, the first village well was drilled and the water tower was implemented in 
1910. The first water mains were put in and homeowners were charged special assesments 
to pay for the installation. Before the village well was drilled, homeowners had wells with 
pumps in their back yards and outdoor toilets. 

During the prohibition era of 1920 to 1933, a newspaper reported that Federal Agents 
raided several residences in Steger and destroyed two stills that had a daily capacity of 350 
gallons. The article said, “The Village of Steger had become headquarters for the distill- 
ing of alcohol on a large scale and agents were working overtime to catch them.” 
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Steger prospered until 1926, at which time the piano factories closed their doors. 
This resulted in the loss of many jobs. 

Then came the depression years. In 1933 the First Bank of Steger closed. All vil- 
lage monies had been on deposit at the bank including special assessment funds. A claim 
was made and some of the funds were recovered after a year or so. However, many of 
Steger’s residents who had deposits were not that fortunate. 

Residents on welfare were required to perform work in the village. They were paid 
by the village, who was then reimbursed by the government. The Village Board passed 
on ordinance that those residents who could not pay their water bills could perform work 
and the hours worked could be deducted from the water bill. 

Streets and sewers were repaired from 1934 to 1937 by the Works Progress 
Administration, (W.P.A.). The last project, Florence Street, was paid for by motor fuel 
funds with the W.P.A. doing the work. 

The Steger economy improved in 1930 when the mararoni factory started operations 
in the Steger factory on 35th Street. 

In 1934 a group of Steger men started the manufacture of radio cabinets in the Steger 
factory building, north of 34th Street. When Hi-Fi and TV became popular, they pro- 
ceeded with the manufacture of those cabinets. Steger residents and those in the sur- 
rounding area again had employment. 
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The early 1940’s were traumatic years for the residents of Steger, as well as for the © 


people throughout the United States because of World War II. Many of Steger’s young 
men and women were leaving for the service and there was much sadness in seeing them 
all go. 

Those were the years when gasoline, tires, meat and sugar were rationed. Personal 
items became very scarce, including women’s hosiery and soap. Many women, young and 
old, were employed in factories doing the work that only men had done before. There 
were no complaints about the hard work as long as the war ended soon and loved ones 
returned home. 

The end of the war also affected Steger when the young soldiers returned from over- 
seas and they married their sweethearts. They needed places to live, so a boom in home 
building began to provide veterans and their newly started families with homes. 

A new fire station was built on Emerald Avenue in 1949 and an addition was later 
made to the north side for the Village Clerk’s office (3220 Emerald Avenue). This build- 
ing was financed entirely through subscriptions of nearly $25,000 from Steger residents. 

With the end of the war and the return of servicemen, there was a great increase in 


children in the village. More schools were needed and neighborhood schools were built 
(see school history). 
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In the early 1970’s, the property on the west side of Morgan Street between 32nd and 
33rd Streets was acquired by the village. The park (now Fireman’s Park) was expanded. 
A new water tower was installed in 1972 to serve the increased population in the corner 
of this park. 

Under the leadership of Village President Louis Sherman, all streets were improved 
with curbs and storm sewers and surfaced with bituminous blacktop. This was quite an 
improvement over the tar and chips that was previously used on the streets. 

The Steger Piano factory building was demolished in 1972 and early 1973 and 
improvements began to take place. The village acquired the property through Cook 
County Grant Programs and sold part of it to K-Mart Corporation who opened their store 
in 1980. The village maintains the municipal parking lot. Steger Plaza was added south 
of the parking lot in 1987. 

The Steger Lanes Bowling Alley (formerly the American Legion Hall) at 35 West 
34th Street was destroyed by fire in 1974 and demolished the same year. The village pur- 
chased the property and the new Village Hall was built on this site and was occupied in 
Loe. 

After years of struggling with the Enviromental Protection Agency regulations, 
Steger was among many villages in the area who abandoned their treatment plants and 
joined the Bloom Township Sanitary District (now known as the Thorn Creek Basin 
Sanitary District). 

In 1976 our nation’s Bicentennial was celebrated in Steger with a Town Meeting and 
many other activities. Steger was honored to have been part of the nation wide obeser- 
vance when the Wagon Train which originated in Oregon came down 34th Street and 
bricks from the Steger factory were presented to the Wagon Train’s leader to be taken to 
Washington D.C. Also in 1976, a new public works building was constructed on 31st and 
Lewis Avenue. 

In 1977, approximately 60 acres of property was acquired from Will County in the 
area south of 35th Street, between Phillips Street and Dorsetshire. Veterans Park was 
expanded with ballfields, trees and a picnic area. A recreational building was built. Steger 
now maintains approximately 100 acres of parkland. Through the efforts of the Spirit 
Commision, residents purchased bricks which were used for the construction of a pavil- 
ion in the park. The work was completely done by volunteers. 

A new light industrial park was established in 1984 in the northeastern section of 
Steger. New businesses are being attracted to this area. 

Through the use of Cook County Block Grant funds, the Village Board was able to 
purchase and demolish the old buildings on East 34th Street between the railroad tracks 
and Union Avenue. Another shopping plaza was established, the Steger Commons. 
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Again, with the backing of the Spirit Commision, a gazebo featuring a war memor- 
ial was constructed in 1983 on Halsted Boulevard. All the work was completely done by 
volunteers. The War Memorial, with its bronze plaques representing all branches of the 
service and the eternal flame, was constructed facing 34th Street next to the gazebo. 
Memorial Day services are now held at this location. 

A new library was built in 1987 at 51 East 31st Street. This library services the 
Steger and South Chicago Heights area. The library sponsors many activities for the 
young as well as maintaining a large selection of books. 

In June 1990 a large annexation took place which included Miller Woods and land 
west of the Calumet Expressway which doubled the area of Steger. Our next book will 
include the history of this area. 

The interest, involvement and volunteerism of the Steger residents from the very 
beginning have helped to make Steger grow and develop over the years. In order to con- 
tinue this growth, Steger continues to need the involvement and support of its residents. 
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A Copy of a page from the 1900 Village Board Minutes 
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Nodon hour at Singer Piano Go.’s factory, Steger, I!. 


4 


(Photo taken in the 1&90’s) 


A group of workmen go out for lunch during noon hour at the Singer Piano 
Manufacturing Company a division of the Steger Piano Manufacturing Co. The factory, at 
it’s peak employed 2800 workers, many recruited from Germany, Italy, Scandinavia 
Greece and Poland. 

This photo looks north on Chicago Road, which at this time was unpaved. Sidewalks 
were constructed of wood. Village Board minutes from 1898 specified a fine of $5.00 to 
be imposed on anyone found removing a board from a public sidewalk. 

The K-Mart Shopping Center is now located on this site. 
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Circa 1900 


Mate rear of the Steger Piano Factory looking southwest from the C&EI tracks, north of 
34th Street. Observe that the factory had its own well and water tower. Notice the wood 
in the drying bins and the smokestack for the kilns. The drying kilns had a capacity to dry 
48,000 board feet a day to insure the woods used in pianos would not warp or shrink after 
manufacture. At the height of the piano’s popularity, up to 100 pianos a day were shipped 
from this factory by rail in box cars owned by Steger Piano Mfg. Co. The bright blue cars 
were labeled “ Loaded with Steger Pianos made in Steger, Ilinots.” Starting about 1915, 
Steger Piano Mfg. Co. would also make 30,000 wind-up phonographs yearly. Lumber 
was shipped to this location from the Steger-Flanner Lumber and Land Co. in Blackwell, 
Wisconsin where hardwoods were cut and milled for the making of Steger Pianos. Each 
piano manufactured at the Steger factory passed through no less than 320 hands. Each 
man had a job to do. 
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1896 Photo of a Group of Employees of Steger Piano Works of Columbia Heights 

The man in the front row on the left has been identified as Mr. Seiter. Second from 
the right in the second row, is George Steger. Standing in the back row, fifth from the 
left, is Robertt Klawitter. This picture was donated by Bob Klawitter 
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1902 Photo of a Group of Steger and Sons Piano Manufacturing Company Employees 
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1903 Photo of a Group of Steger and Sons Piano Manufacturing Company 
Employees 
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Circa 1905 
Workers at the Steger Piano Manufacturing Company. Worker on the far right side 


is Nick DeFrancisco. After his retirement from the Steger Piano Factory, Mr. DeFrancisco 
refinished and repaired pianos. He was also a piano tuner. 
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Circa 1905 


Another view of the inside of the Steger Piano Factory. 
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Circa 1910 


A player piano made by Steger Piano Company. Top photo shows Mr. Nick 
DeFrancesco tuning a piano. Steger and Sons Piano Manufacturing Company produced 
pianos under many names such as Singer, Thompson, Artemis, and Melostrelle. These 
were called stenciled pianos. Pianos with the Steger names were considerd the highest 
quality. At one time Steger was known as “The Piano Capitol of the World”, producing 
pianos which were to be found in school rooms, churches, and homes throughout the 
United States. Steger pianos were also used in concert halls in the United States and 


Europe, including the Vatican. 


Page 25 


ihe Fome cf the Steger Piano 


Original Steger Piano Factory 

Second Addition to the Factory 

Third Addition to the Factory 

Smith Nixon Piano Factory - Purchased by J.V. Steger; Steger Grand 
Pianos were made there, named Reed and Sons 


Columbia School 
Solomon’s Dry Good Store 
Berchem Building 

Kelly Hall 
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Manufacturing Piano'S at Steger 24 
Piano Factory 


Skilled woodcarvers and cabinetmakers exercise their talents at the Steger Piano com- 
pany’s “upright” factory on Chicago Road south of 33rd Street around 1906. At its peak 
around 1916 the company produced an average 100 pianos a day and 30,000 phonographs 


a year. Although primitive by today’s standards, the company in its day was considered to 
be one of the more progressive in matters of healthful working conditions. 
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hes is the cover of a pamphlet widely circulated both in the United States and through- 
out Europe by Steger Piano Manufacturing Company in order to recruit workers. This 
pamphlet told of the large factory then employing 1200 men and boys and about the 
homes that could be purchased. These homes cost from $850.00 to $1,050.00, and could 
be purchased with a small down payment, and payments of $11.00 per month. They could 
also be rented for $10.00 per month. A very flowery description of Steger was given cit- 
ing the beneficial labor relations as they supposedly existed in the factories. 

The promise of a good paying job and the opportunity of home ownership attracted 


many workers targeted by this sort of recruitment. Evidence is to be found in the ethnic 
last names of the early villagers. 
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Steger Homes 


Mi. Steger built rental cottages for the workmen, each with its own lawn and small gar- 
den. Tenants could buy the home, usually at a rate of about $11.00 per month which was 
just a dollar more than the monthly rental figure, which was approximately $10.00. 
Homes sold for $850.00 to $1050.00. 

To recruit employees, Mr. Steger would bring tradesmen from “the old country” if 
they would agree to work for the company for two years. If they agreed to work for anoth- 
er three years, he would bring the man’s wife and children over. After a man worked for 
him for six years, he would then say “I'll build you a home for no money down”. If the 
man worked for him five more years, the house would be paid for and the principal refund- 
ed, leaving Mr. Steger the interest that had been charged. 

Homes were built with heat free of charge to the home owner. Heat was supplied 
from a large boiler in the factory and underground pipes which ran through the town to 
furnish central steam heat. 
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(This photo was taken in the 1890's ) 


albus photo is of the south east corner of Vincennes Trail (Chicago Road) and 34th Street 
looking East. The State Bank of Steger occupied the corner viewed in this photo. 

The railroad car across 34th Street is one of the fleet of bright blue rail cars owned 
by Steger Piano Manufacturing Company. Stencilled on the cars were the words: 


“Loaded with Steger Pianos made in Steger, Illinois”. 34th Street was a dirt road at the 
time. 
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The Steger Building in a 19 


THE STEGER BUILDING 
IN CHICAGO - 1914 
PHOTOGRAPH 


Buit in 1909 by the Steger & Sons 
Piano Mfg. Co., for their headquar- 
ters, the 19 story Steger Bldg. was 
designed by Benjamin Henry 
Marshall, a well known architect 
who had just completed the 
Blackstone Hotel. Marshall later 
designed the Drake Hotel, Drake 
Tower, Edgewater Beach Hotel, 
Lytton Dept. Store, the old Standard 
Oil Bldg., Lake Shore Bank, Lyon 


Healy Bidg., Chicago Burlington & 


‘ F- Quincy Bldg., as well as many luxu- 


14 photograph 
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4 Ty apartment buildings which are still 
'| a part of the Chicago skyline. The 


white glazed terra cotta exterior with 
its ornamentation of garlands, buds, 
and other flora strung along the 
edges of classically derived shapes 


| manifests an independent spirit. 


The architectural press of the 
day said the building was a “model 
of modern office building construc- 
tion exemplifying the progressive 
spirit of Chicago”. 

The building, largely intact, 
continues to stand at the north west 
corner of Jackson and Wabash, the 
area of the Chicago Loop once 


= known as “Piano Row”. 
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Advertisement overlayed on Steger and Sons stationery 
This was advertised in the Atlantic Monthly and Harper’s Bazaar in 1916 
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Advertisement in the May, 1920 Harper’s Bazaar magazine 
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© Save Paes $125 to > $350 


. Think what this means to you! It is your opportunity 


to come direct to the great Sceger Factories for your 


piano, payee Piene or phonograph. 
| A wonderful selection of 


yeal, money-saving bargains is offered. Included 


"in this big sald are display sammplen desirable discontinued styles and com 
| Cert used insrrmenn. All are in eplendid condition. The tone quali- 


| thea are 


HT PIANOS [used] iS a 
"29,°47,°58,"65, *80,°95,*1SOandup 
PLAYER-PLANOS [used] (88-208) 
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| June 5, 1924 Advertisement in the Chicago Heights STAR 
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Renewed ila, er: swith fifty rolls 
and bench 


$2.00 WEEKLY. 
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REBUILT PLAYER 


287 


Carefully rebuilt {n our fac- 
tories by our own men. . . 


* $2.50 WEEKLY. 


er & Sons Player 
buy this Player 


direct price from fi 
tt will suit your 


Cie. 


STORE-WORN PLAYER 


10 that the Steger Factories have 
lew Special Factory Direct Low 
w Rolls and a Bench. Regular 
Price $1150. 150. : ‘ 


YOU NEED NOT PAY. ONE PENNY CASH 


We will accept your present piano or your phonograph 
is full first payment on this pisbs new, standard, high 
trade Steger built: player piano, and the balance can be 
livided into | i monthly payments aie! a ner e of three 


mart | 
'| $3.50 WEEKLY 


we fist this an a store worn 
player; sce it. 


''$2.50-WEEKLY,° 


F ACTORY SAMPLE: 


Used an sample to show deal 
our factories -. 


era 
$3.00 WEEKLY. 


IS PIANO MFG. CO. 


Steger Factories: Steger, Illinois 


An Advertisement in May, 1925 Showing the variety of pianos on sale in the Steger 


Factory Piano Store on Chicago Road. Note that the store is open at night. 
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This home was built for George F. Steger and family in 1899. Architecturally a combi- 
nation of Queen Anne and Colonial Revival, this lovely home is located at 3750 Crescent 
Drive in Steger. 

George F. Steger lived here while he served as Superintendent of the Steger Piano 
Company until 1924. At that time he left Steger to make his home in Jacksonville, Florida. 
In 1921, the house suffered a catastrophe: an explosion destroyed the library of the home. 
It was rumored at the time that “The Greeks” did it! 

In 1925, during prohibition, James DePeso operated a “roadhouse” here, providing 
all the services that the name might imply. A fire of “suspicious origin” in 1930 destroyed 
the entire third floor of the house and subsequently changed the exterior appearance, as 
the third floor was never restored. After prohibition was repealed, James DePeso applied 
for a liqour license in 1933, so it can be assumed that he was still operating his business 
at that date. 

Robert M. Steger, son of George F. Steger lived there in the early 1940’s with his 
wife and three children. In 1946, Robert Steger sold the home to his sister, Grace Steger 
Clarren and her husband Harry. They divided the home to make several apartments and 
occupied the front apartment of the dwelling until 1976. The house was owned briefly by 
a Steger policeman and then in 1979 was purchased by Rev. Charles Guigle and his wife 
Nancy. He was the minister of the Congregational Church at that time. The Guigles are 
the current owners and are in the process of slowly restoring the house. 
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Scene in Steger Hall, Immediately After Grand Promenade 


: Mi. John V. Steger was honored on his fiftieth birthday in 1904 with a dinner and dance 
at Steger’s Hall on east 34th Street. Shown in the photo is Mr. John V. Steger and his wife 
Louisa leading the promenade. 
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ie fiftieth birthday of John V. Steger was celebrated in the Steger Hall in 1904, with 
an elaborately decorated stage. During the observance of his birthday, he was presented 
with two loving cups, the traditional two handled wine cups usually made of silver or 
gold, that in the days of knights and damsels were passed around at a banquet. One cup 
was given to him by the Indicator Company, and the other by members of the Chicago 
Heights Club, an organization of business and civic leaders. 
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In Memoriam 


John Valentine Steger 


Born, March 24, 1854 
Died, June 11, 1916 


JAMES T. WHITE & GO. 
NEW YORK, MCMXVIl 


| 
rr 
Funeral - Mr. John V. Steger Wednesday, June 14, 1916 
By Audrey Schoenbeck 


Wiircush a steady rain, people waited in line to pay their respects to John Valentine 
Steger at Steger Hall where he lay in state from Lla.m. until Ip.m. 

Uniformed firemen acted as pall bearers and the body was taken by hearse to the 
home of George F. Steger where the funeral services were held. Seven automobiles were 
required to carry the flora pieces which ranged from simple bouquets to large designs such 
as harps, broken wheels, broken columns and gates ajar. 

Services were conducted by Rev. Fred Reiner, minister of the First Congregational 
Church and Father Gross, pastor of St. Libortus Church. This display of ecumenism was 
rare at that time. 

People lined the streets to Evergreen Hill Cemetary as the cortege passed.The grave 
was flanked by the many floral pieces, and hundreds of family and friends gathered as 
consoling passages were read and they sang the hymn. “Nearer My God To Thee”. 
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Wake for John Valentine Steger at the Steger Hall - June 1916 


Bie tributes lined the walls of the Steger Hall at the wake of John Valentine Steger - 
who died on June 11, 1916, exemplifying the high regard held by the multitudes of peo- 
ple for the man who built not only a factory, but a community as well. 
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Scene at the Funeral of Mr. John Valentine Steger 
Evergreen Hill Cemetery - June, 1916 


Pae entire Steger Volunteer Fire Department turns out at the grave site of John V. Steger, 
amid the display of beautiful floral pieces, including a piece in the shape of a harp. The 
two firemen on the left are: Chief George Michaels and Gus Teifke. The eleventh man in 
the upper row is Charles Jurgenson. In the lower, fifth man is George Roesner, sixth man 
is Nick Grutzius. 
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Old Train Station, photo taken in 1890. 


raed north of 34th street, just east of the C&EI Railroad tracks and slightly north of 
the Steger hotel, which was built on 34th street. The train station and the hotel were both 
built with the expectation of receiving visitors from the Columbian Exposition in Chicago 
(1892) and for potential investors in local real estate. These two properties were very 
attractively landscaped to create a good impression of Steger for visitors and the many 
new villagers who were to be employed by the Piano factories. 

On July 5, 1916, this depot was struck by lightning and burned. Subsequently, a new 
railroad depot was constructed immediately across 34th street, but on the west side of the 
railroad tracks. : 

The buildings on the left side of the picture are the rear view of the three separate 
segments of the Steger Piano Manufacturing Company, “ The Home of the Singer’. It 
may be that J.V. Steger specified the construction of his factory with generous space 
between buildings due to the loss of his first piano manufacturing enterprise in Chicago 
caused by a fire in an adjacent hotel. 
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Circa 1890 


Miz Berchem Building was purchased in 1892 by John Berchem who had a tavern and 
restaurant in the building. It also had a large public room that was rented out. The Lutheran 
Church held services there. The first public school’was located upstairs in this building. 
The first through the fifth grade had classes in this building, while grades six through eight 
walked to Washington School in Chicago Heights. 

Anton Wolff purchased the building from Berchem. The shop to the right was rent- 
ed to Richard Manne] for a meat market, in approximately 1912. The building was demol- 
ished in the early 1920’s. The First State Bank of Steger was built on that same northwest 
corner of Chicago Road and 34th street. 
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Circa 1890 


Keath, Steger Building located on the south side of 34th Street, east of the railroad. 
J.N. Kelly, one of our very early settlers, constructed the building and had a general store 
on the right. A grocery store was located in the middle of the building and a butcher shop 
on the left. Rooms-to-let were upstairs. Notice Kelly’s delivery wagon. Mr. Kelly must 
have had a sale on hats as you can see. Many were displayed in the window. Later, Walter 


Hartmann had his grocery store in the middle section. Mr. Kelly was Village President 
from 1899 to 1901. 
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aie Steger Hotel located just to the east of the C&EI Railroad tracks on 34th Street was 
built about 1890 both to accommodate factory workers and visitors to town. Proprietor 
Henry Johnson had hoped to attract tourists from the Columbian Exposition in 1892 due 
to a shortage of hotel rooms in Chicago. 

The hospitality business was good in Steger. Mr. Johnson and his family had twen- 
ty to thirty regular boarders as well as overnight guests. The hotel boasted of a fine bar 
with choice wines and a fine dining room. The Sample Room with entrances from the rail- 
road and 34th Street was a social parlor for the community, furnished with a Steger Grand 
Piano and a Steger Upright piano, where ladies could meet to pursue gentle endeavors 
such as sketching, card games, and musical entertainment. 

The Johnson’s sold the Steger Hotel to Thomas Henn and family who operated it for 
many years before selling it toa Mr. Krause, who in turn sold it to Henry Stein. 

During the 40’s_ Jack Chenard had a very popular bowling alley with apartments 
upstairs. The bowling alley burned in 1949 and was never restored. The tavern had sev- 
eral owners after that and the building fell into disrepair so it was razed in 1982 to create 
a new commercial area for Steger. 

The Steger Hotel was one of three hotels in Steger in the early days. The Crown 
Hotel, built in 1911, and a hotel located at 34th & Hopkins was also put up to take care of 
visitors from the Columbian Exposition, (name of this hotel is unknown). There were two 
bowling alleys in the 1950’s - Chenards and Kunde’s. 
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pa photo shows the J.H. Kaufman store and delivery van, located on 34th Street and 
Chicago Road with entrances on both streets. Occupying the corner area was the bank and 
the store formed an “L” around it. Seated in the van is son Myron Kaufman. When the two 
cylinder engine in the van broke down, the business reverted to using a horse drawn 
wagon for delivery. The bottom picture of J.H. Kaufman was taken about 1910. The 
establishment carried groceries, meats, and clothing. In the foreground are ladies blouses, 
and in the showcase what appears to be men’s shirts. Mr. Kaufman also did watch repair- 
ing, a profession carried on by his grandson Laddie Kaufman. 
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Foaitonai’s Grocery and General Store was on the southeast corner of 34th Street and 
Chicago Road. In the photo are left to right: J. H. Kaufman, Bill Kaufman, and Joseph 
Allen Kaufman, owner of the business. The business’ building was an L-shape with the 
grocery store facing 34th Street, and the general store which featured clothing and acces- 
sories facing Chicago Road. Nestled inside the “L” on the corner was the bank of Steger. 
This store was one of the earliest businesses in Steger. 
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Wedding Picture of Anna and Joseph Kaufman 


Page 47 


This tavern on the northeast corner of Chicago Road and 34th Street was built in the early 
1890’s. It was originally owned by Mr. Kelly. Jens Hoitomt purchased the building in 
1906. The building originally consisted of a tavern and restaurant with rooms-to-let 
upstairs. Later, offices were added to the east end of the building with apartments upstairs. 
Dr. Baer, a physician in Steger for many years, rented one of these offices in the 1940’s and 
1950’s. Jens Hoitomt sponsored many ball teams. In early Steger days, he gave out tokens 
for 5 cent beers. Free sandwiches were served in the early days if a drink was purchased. 

In May 1946, the Scrementi brothers purchased the building for a liquor store, tav- 
ern, and restaurant. The east side of the building also contained a small grocery store. 
Their building burned on Easter Sunday, 1967. 
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Circa 1890 


Nias Janett’s bar and tavern complete with gas lighted tin ceiling. The lovely little girl 
in front must have been the daughter of the owners. Notice the table with food on it. Most 
taverns served free sandwiches if you purchased a drink. 
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With so many workers at the Steger Piano Factory, an enterprising John Janett builta ~ 
tavern next door. It was built in the early 1890s. < 
Please note the carriage on the right of the building and the water barrel on the other ~ 
side. 
The tavern also provided a rail to hitch one’s horse and a pump to water him. 
According to the ad on the next page, Mr. Herman Mannel moved his meat market 
from the Berchem building to the Janett Building in 1915. 
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The Undersigaed Will Open © 
a First; Class 


Mon., Mon., March 29. 15 


Janett’s Building 
| Next to Factory 


Will Carry First-Class Meats, 
Which Will Be Sold at Low- 
est Prices for | 
CASH. ONLY 
My Motto Is: “Quality, ‘Cleanliness, Service’ 


You are eordially invited fo call and inspect my plate, 
whether you buy or not. - Thankong yout fc for paseiiing this, and 
trusting I shall receive a se from‘ <you 

Respectfully. 


eo. HIERMAS \ MANNEL | 
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Road. Note the sawdust on the floor. 
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Street Mee 


Suse first mail delivery was received at the old train station and distributed from 
there. In 1898 and for the next twenty years the mail could be picked up by residents from 
the Keeney Block Building at 45 East 34th Street. From approximately 1928 to 1933, the 
post office was located on the east side of Chicago Road in the 3300 block, next to Koch’s 
Hardware Store. 

The next location was in the north end of the former First State Bank building at 
3346 Chicago Road. It operated from 1933 to 1950. Home delivery of mail did not begin 
until November 1, 1947. It was at that time that most people acquired a permanent address 
on their property. 

In 1950 the post office was moved to 19 West 34th Street and was there until 1967 
when the present building was constructed at 23 West 34th Street. 
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WwW orkers at the Stephen - LeDoux Livery Stable in the 1890's located at 3406 Chicago _ 
Road. Directly in front of the livery stable were wagon scales to weigh cargo, cinders, 
grain, corn, etc. to determine the dollar amount charged per wagon load. These scales 


were used by all merchants in town. 


Cate: Starkey, on the extreme right 
with three friends standing in front of 
the former Stephens-LeDoux Livery 
Stable. It is not known who occupied 
the building after the livery stable 
closed but after the building was 
remodeled, Dr. Conlin had his office 
here. Dr. Snowberger, and Drs. Drues 
and Wexler also had their dental offices 
in the building. Mannel’s Fuel Oil was 
also in the building. The building was 


torn down and a brick building replaced it. 
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Hecht’s Shoe Store 


sind Hecht established himself in the shoe retailing and repair business in Crete in 
1884. In 1898 this building, the Hecht home, was moved from Endor, a town which was 
located east of Crete, by horse and rollers to 3419 Chicago Road. There he set up a suc- 
cessful shoe business. Many people of the village purchased their shoes from Hecht and 
sat around the pot belly stove in the winter. Martin Hecht, son of Conrad, succeeded his 
father in 1923. Harold Hecht, son of Martin, joined the business in 1958, along with his 
wife Gertrude. In January of 1959, a new modern shoe store was opened. A photo is on 
the next page. Pictured in the upper photo are Mr. Christ Moeller and Conrad Hecht. 
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EGER NEWS Thursday, January 15, 1959 
THE ST 


HEGHT’S SHOE Store...) 


New Store OPENING SALE week of Jan.19-24 ' 


Vis!T OUR NEW STORE | 
a fs ¥ ORIGINAL HECHT SHOE ADVT \ 
paren CRETE CITIZEN OCT. 23, 1896 


: “lig, HECHT, 
| | ver.| The South Main Street 
| Ts Shoe Dealer | 
‘ Hns the Finest o | 
ot 2 CHE AR ar 
FREE PRIZES ne Wiese ee 


Just For Registering me WHOLESA LE 


during this big week ! iet y 
| SS=PRICES |} 
Comeln & Visit No Purchases Necessary «"|——"_yuus 
HERE IS THE WRU WAU WORT 
BUSINESS HISTORY : Hecht Shoe Store Thru 1958 
Conrod Hecht established in shoe retailing and repair 
business about 1884 in Crete. 


1893 Shoe business established in Steger, 

Martin Hecht son of Conrad succeeded to that busi- 
ness in 1923, 

Harold Hecht son of Martin joined in the business 
in 1958. 

Opening of enlarged and modern shoe store in Steger 
1959. 

Our store is new and modern 

Our stock is enlarged, up-to-date and complete. 

Our object is to continue to be of service to your fam- 
ies feotwear needs. 


5 : + BACKED BY OVER 60 YEARS 
SHOES for the entire family “Gr mam pease 
{OES FOR MEN - WOMEN .- CHILDREN - SPORT SHOES - - OVERSHOES - BOOTS — 


i} 
i 
HECHT SHOE STORE'S LONG | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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Brown’s Corner Hotel 


| at the northwest corner of Sauk Trail and Chicago Road (Vincennes Trail) in 
South Chicago Heights this location was known as Brown’s Corner for a century and a 
half. 

The Adam Brown family moved to this area in 1833 from Ohio where they had set- 
tled briefly, coming originally from Guilford, North Carolina. Lovinia Brown, their 
daughter was the first white child born in Bloom Township. _ 

Adam Brown operated the hotel and restaurant pictured in the photo for sixty years. 
In 1906 he sold it to the Burgel family who continued its operation until 1968. Some old 
timers claim that during the Civil War this establishment was part of the “Underground 
Railroad” system. 

Due to its proximity to the Village of Steger and patronized by many residents, it 
soon came.to be thought of as being a part of Steger. In the late 1920’s Brown’s Corner 
was also known for the huge flea market that was held on the southwest side. Many mer- 
chants came out from Maxwell Street in Chicago bringing their wares. All sorts of items 
could be purchased at this flea market including clothing, shoes, fruits and vegetables, live 
chickens, goats, and other small animals. At this location now is the Jewel store, 
McDonald’s and the Contempo restaurant. 
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Circa 1898 


Ae John C. Gast Home, 3504 Emerald Avenue Steger. Pictured are John C. Gast and 
sons Edward and William. The Gast home was built in 1893. As the family grew to nine 
children, two additions were added to the home and it was raised onto a brick foundation, 
providing a cellar under the home. The front sidewalk was wooden and the landscape to 
the west was prairie. The Chicago Interurban Trolly Line ran down Emerald Avenue on 


to Crete and Kankakee. The property has been owned by a Gast family member continu- 
ally from 1893 to the present time. 
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Evergreen Hill Cemetery 


Tis Evergreen Hill Cemetery Association was incorporated on April 23, 1906. John 
Valentine Steger was president and William H. Rohe of Crete, secretary. Others on the 
Board of Directors were Joseph Orr, David Wallace, and William J. McEldowney of 
Chicago Heights. 

The original 16 acres, part of the Steger farm located in Crete Township were pur- 
chased from Mr. Steger at $200 per acre. An additional parcel west of the west road was 
purchased later, and in 1908 the largest section of 31 acres, south of Richton Road and east 
of Park Avenue extending to the street car tracks was also obtained from Mr. Steger. In 
1956 the north ten acres of that section was sold to the Steger School District. 

Some of the older sections were laid out to be primarily Italian Catholic, German 
Lutheran, or Greek Orthodox. Lots of four to five spaces sold for $25 or $30. Single 
spaces could be bought for $8. Interment fees ranged from $3 to $5. The pond was exca- 
vated in 1909 and again in 1965. A Care Fund licensed by the state was established in 
June of 1962. 

Mr. Rohe was president of the corporation from 1917 to 1938 when his heirs, wife 
Elisabeth and daughters, Ann Rohe Milton and Helen Rohe Gjerde, assumed responsibil- 
ity. The office moved from the Steger Bank to 1304 Main Street, Crete, in 1933 and to 
3740 Chicago Road, Steger, after the cemetery was sold in December 1961, to Robert and 
Mabe! Gast and James R. and Margaret Owens. The cemetery was again sold after the 
death of Mr. Gast and is now called Evergreen Hill Memory Gardens. 

The acreage boasts some interesting mausoleums with the Steger family crypt at the 
top of the hill directly across from the large Rohe memorial. Monuments vary from old 
ornate tree stumps and statuary and the Steger Fire Department stone, to sleek, contem- 
porary works of art. The area south of the pond by the artillery and flag pole is reserved 
for the Veteran’s organizations for Memorial Day services. 
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D. Brown was born on July 23, 1883 in Athens, Ohio. She attended Athens University 
and then went on to the Hahnemans Medical School (now Rush Medical Schools in 
Chicago). Dr. Brown graduated in April of 1905, as shown on her graduation diploma. In 
June of 1905 she opened her medical practice in Steger. She was one of the Village of 
Steger’s doctors until the time of her death in January of 1957. The photo on the right is 
the marriage portrait of Dr. Brown to Ed Moore whom she married in 1912. It must have 
been highly unusual for a woman doctor to practice in 1905. She and her husband were 
well known and highly thought of in Steger. Many, many babies were delivered at home 


with Dr. Brown in attendance. Very few women went to the hospital for deliveries at that 
time. 
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Crown Hotel, East 34th Street 


se Crown Hotel was built in 1909 by the Henn Family, who also resided there. The 
Henn’s also owned the Steger Hotel, purchasing it from the Johnsons. Many people who 
worked in the Steger Piano Factory lived there until they purchased a home. Dr. 
Wickenseimer lived and had his office in this building. Mr. Jurgenson, the plumber, had 
his business in the lower level. As there was no dining room at this hotel, most people 
went down the street to the Steger Hotel by the Railroad tracks where there was a “fine” 
dining room and tavern. 
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Train Wreck - July 1905 - Place: Near, 34th - Steger Piano Factory 


~ 


el ce Moeller Vierk, age 8 at the time of the train wreck, accompanied her father Chris ~ 
Moeller who took photographs of the disaster at Richton Road, 37th Street, 35th Street and ~ 
34th Street crossings. The wreck was that long! It took one week to clear the track of ~ 
wreckage before trains could run again. Several people were killed. - 
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Neca: of the Ferdinand Steger Family in 1913. This was the original residence of 
John V. Steger who had it built around 1895. It was then occupied by his brother Christian. 
Christian Steger turned it over to his son Ferdinand Steger, nephew of J.V. Steger. 
Ferdinand Steger was production superintendent of the Steger Piano Factory and was mar- 
ried to Laura Berchem. The residence was located on the west side of Chicago Road 
between 33rd Street and 33rd Place across from the piano factory. Later the home was 
moved to 21 west 33rd place becoming the residence of William P. Roe. Notice the spe- 
cial toys (in the lower photo) these lucky children had at that time. 
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1905 photo of Vincennes Avenue (Chicago Road) looking North. 


O, the left is Solomon’s Dry Goods Store. Across 34th Street is the Berchem Building, 
with the home and office of Dr. Mary Brown immediately to the north. On the right cor- 
ner is the Hoitomt Building, followed by Kelly Hall, the Jannett Building and the Steger 
Piano Factories. Notice the steam line going above the street to provide heat for the home 
of Ferdinand Steger, Production Superintendent at one of the Steger factories and also the 
hitching posts for the horses. The dirt roads were quite rutted so that on rainy days the 
streets became a river of mud. Village Board Minutes of that time note that workmen were 
paid 20 cents per hour to maintain Vincennes Road and 34th Street “in a good state of 


repair’. In 1905, at a cost of $600.00, Orr Construction was hired to stone and oil 
Vincennes Road from 30th Street to McKinley. 
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This 1906 photo of the Steger Day Parade marching south on Chicago Road. The photo 
was taken from the Reed & Sons Piano Factory on 35th and Chicago Road. This photo 
shows many of the residences that were between 34th Place and 35th Street. Many of 
them still exist. In the background right is the Steger Piano Factory. 
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3715 Chicago Road Circa 1906 


Pe Christ Moeller family standing in front of their homestead on Vincennes Road 
(Chicago Road). The Moeller family was one of our earliest settlers. He farmed the area 
from Richton Road, north to 34th Street and from Vincennes Road to Kings Road. The 
structure on the left was the summer house. 
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1910 - Photo - The Chris Moeller Family 

Top Row: Edward, Carl, Cora, and William Moeller 

Lower Row: Lydia, Anne Moeller Hanck, Mother - Ellen Moeller, Father - Chris 
Moeller 
This family was one of the pioneers who moved here in the 1880’s and farmed the 
area known as the “subdivision” in the southwest area of Steger. One member of this 
family is still with us, namely Hellen Moeller Vierk who will be 99 years old when we 
celebrate Steger’s Centennial. We hope that she will be able to join in the celebration. 

Chris Moeller’s brother operated a sorgum mill west of Chicago Road and south 


of Richton Road in Crete Township. 
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Sasho Ciarlo, standing on the right, built this tavern and restaurant in 1904. At the 
time he built the tavern, he also constructed a grocery store next door. 


In 1914, his two daughters Rose and Mamie took charge of the grocery store and 
worked there until 1953 when it was rented to a used furniture dealer. Mr. Ciarlo’s son 
Joe managed the tavern and restaurant until 1948, when the business was rented to Lou 
Zangrando. Zangrando’s had a fine restaurant which was very popular in Steger. 

In 1960, Jim Martin rented the building and operated Martin’s Tap until 1982 when 


the structure was razed to construct a new shopping center. Martin’s tavern moved two 
blocks east on 34th Street. 
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lf the early 1900’s, Mr. Wise had a grocery store in this building on the south side of 34th 
Street, approximately 100 feet west of Union Avenue. The building was owned by Mr. 
Seggebruck of Crete. In 1918 the building was rented by Antonio and Rose Onofrio, who 
sold tobacco and some groceries. They closed the store in 1936, and the building was 
made into apartments. In the late 1980’s, the building was purchased by Mr. Recupito of 
Marvel Bakery. The building was moved to 106 East 34th Street and remodeled to make 
room for the Marvel Bakery parking lot. 
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Circa 190] 


Sepeus Hall located on the south side of East 34th Street between Union and the rail- 
road tracks was built in 1901. It was one of the earliest buildings in Steger. The ground 
floor had several businesses in the front and the back section consisted of a huge room or 
auditorium where dances and plays were held. The upstairs contained various meeting 
rooms. The building was like a community center and most of the Village activities took 


place there. The building was probably not well built or cared for since it was torn down 
in 1927. Located at this site now is Marvel Bakery. 
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Early 1900 Steger Day parade marching south on Chicago Road 


pe early 1900 photo showing the Steger Day parade marching west on 34th Street 
approaching Chicago Road. Shown are two business buildings with apartments upstairs, 
a large storage building owned by Steger Piano Company, the railroad tracks, and the 
Steger Hotel. The latest addition to the Steger Piano Company, containing its offices and 
manufacturing facility, was built on this site. Currently this site is occupied by Ace 
Hardware and its parking lot. 
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| Bank ak Steger] 


STATE BANK 
Capital, $25,000.00 Undivided Profits, $8,000.00 


Solicits the accounts of fil ms and indlvid- 
uals. Interest paid on Saylngs Depostls 


JOHN VY. STEGER, Preaidort WILLIAM J. MeELDOWNEY, Vice-Prea. 
W.H HOHE, Caabler 
DIRIrCcTORS 


Jobo ¥. Steger Willlam J. McElJuwnoy Jacob Kirgie 
Gearga C. Plannor Henry Schweer W. WM. itoho Joho Howard McEtdownes 


SAFETY DEPOStT DOXES POR QENT 


Circa 1900 


Te rets taken from the Stephens-LeDoux Livery Stable shows a view of Chicago Road 
and 34th Street looking northeast. The Bank of Steger was on the right hand corner. 
Hoitomt’s Tavern and Restaurant was located across the street. The Steger Piano 
Company with its water tower is shown to the left. Chicago Road was unpaved at the time 
and the sidewalks were made of wood. The first cement sidewalk was put in between 
32nd and 34th Street in 1906. Experiencing deteriorating wooden sidewalks throughout 
the village, six-foot cinder walks were put in at a cost of 24 cents per running foot in 1906. 
The Steger Piano Company water towers provided water to fight fires. It wasn’t until 


1910 that the first water tower was put up in Steger on Halsted Street and water main con- 
struction started. 
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The Interurban Railway in Steger 


By Michael S. Recupito 

lle 1893 Mr. William Reeves founded an interurban railway company called the 
Englewood & Chicago Electric Traction Company. This interurban operated on a storage 
battery line. The car could run so far, then it had to be replenished with power. 
Englewood & Chicago Electric Traction Company was sold under foreclosure to the 
Chicago & Electric Traction Co. In 1900, the company abandoned the storage battery 
concept and converted to overhead conventional electric trolley wires and poles. In 1904 
the company was called the Chicago & Southern Traction Company. Plans by this com- 
pany were made to build tracks south to Kankakee. On Wednesday, June 13, 1906 at 3:00 
p.m. the first official interurban car ran to Chicago Heights. 

Interurban tracks were laid to Steger in July 1906, coming down Halsted Street and 
making a turn near 32nd Street and then coming down Emerald Avenue into Crete. On 
Saturday, July 28, 1906 interurban service began to Crete. There was hourly service dur- 
ing the day and half-hour service on Sunday. 

In 1907 the Chicago & Southern Traction Company purchased the Chicago & 
Electric Traction Company and with it all tracks and rights of ways. 

In 1912 the company was in foreclosure and a new group took possession of the line 
from 119th to Kankakee. The name was changed to the Chicago and Interurban Traction 
Company. They purchased the property from the bond holders for $1,350,000. They 
secured the track rights to run as far north as 63rd and Halsted in Chicago and south to 
Kankakee. There were fourteen cars a day to Kankakee from 63rd Street in Chicago and 
thirty-two cars a day from Chicago to Crete. 

One special car was the Cook County Car No. | that transported mental patients from 
various Chicago hospitals to the Kankakee State Mental Institution. This interurban car 
was nicknamed the “Crazy Car” and the “Funny Farm Express”. The car was equipped 
with steel mesh on the windows to keep the patients inside. 

In 1914 a stone depot was built in Crete to replace the old one which burned down. 
Located in Crete was a turnaround section of track called a ““Y”. You could buy a 25 ride 
ticket good between Steger and Crete for $1.38. 

The Steger Piano Factory, in their advertisements, boasted of their proximinity to the 
interurban and their employees frequently used the interurban to commute to work. 
Regular stops in Steger included the southeast corner of Steger Road and Emerald Street, 
once the site of Kleist Ice Cream Parlor. 
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That corner is now the parking lot for the First United Bank of Crete and Steger. The 
Interurban also stopped at the corner of McKinley and Emerald Avenue, a residential area 
of Steger. 

By 1921, The Chicago and Interurban Traction Company showed a net deficit of 
more than $116,000. Due most likely to lack of interest in riding the trolley and the arrival 
of the automobile in this region. These factors took their toll on the line and unfortunate- 
ly the company’s death was not far off. 

On March 21, 1927, the Chicago & Interurban Traction Company said they would give 
the public sixty days notice before stopping service. However, Traction Company did not 
hold to its promise and stopped service on April 23, 1927, only 24 days later. The last 
interurban car left Kankakee at 7:45 p.m. that Saturday night. It was a work car containing 
a motorman a conductor and their wives. That made the last historic trip on the Interurban. 

The hollow whistle and the buzz of the electric engines that traveled the countryside 
only remain in the memories of the people who once rode the trolley car. 
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ie 1910 photo of Kleist’s Ice Cream Parlor located on the Southeast corner of Emerald 
and 34th Street, shows the trolley car (The Interurban Line) and the new village of Steger 
water tower that was erected in 1909. There were two stops in Steger for the Interurban 
Line: one on McKinley and one at Kleist’s Ice Cream Parlor. Many a rider stopped in for 
a soda or ice cream sundae before making the trip on the trolley. Charles Kleist lived 
upstairs. A short time after this photo was taken a bowling alley with two lanes was added 
to the rear of the building. 

After the Volstead Act (Prohibition) was repealed in 1933, we have a record of 
George Kunde, Kleist’s son in law, applying for a liquor license for this location and 
assume that he now had ownership of the building. George and Adeline Kleist Kunde now 
lived upstairs and operated the ice cream parlor and bowling lanes and also added pool 
tables to enhance their business. 

A fire on January 18, 1948 destroyed the entire back section of the building where 
the bowling alleys were located. The front and upstairs apartment suffered smoke and 
water damage. The front portion of the building was subsequently remodeled as a tavern. 
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The building was later leased by Dan & Smitty’s, Dan and Sammy’s and then Sam 
Malvestuto. Mrs. Malvestuto became a part of the business when she opened a small 
restaurant to the rear of the building featuring her homemade pasta and sauce and home- 
made pies. After Malvestuto’s closed, the Young’s leased the building in 1964. In 1967 
the business became Trio Pizza, owned by the Fazzini family: Joe, Gene, and Mary (who 
made the pizza). Then Kenneth and Imogene Kunde operated the tavern for two years. 
When Kenneth died, Imogene remained in business for a year and then sold it. The next 
tenant was Warren Kaufman and then Joe Pilotto. As you can see, the business had many 
changes in tenants. John and Virginia Schmueck operated the Steger News Agency in the 
back portion of the building from 1962 until 1976. 

The property was sold to the United Bank of Steger and Crete. They demolished 
the building to make way for their new bank building and parking lot. 


FIRST UNITED 
== SANK 


New United Bank of Steger ribbon cutting ceremony was held onJune 2, 1982. The 
name was changed to the First United Bank in 1990. 
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a lala such as this one were a very familiar sight on the outskirts of the village in 
- the early 1900’s. Many people in those areas had horses and or milk cows and stored the 
hay in these stacks for winter feed for the animals. This particular photo was of Gus 


* Janetske at the Janetske homestead on the corner of Butler and 35th Street. Presently this 
» is the site of the Eastview school grounds. 


Circa 1910 


” 


~ Marianna Janetske and sister Julia at the Janetske homestead pumping water. 


- 
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Ose built for McCormick-Derring Farm Implements, this business at 3421 
Chicago Road was operated by Ed J. Stephens from 1910 to 1930. He sold and serviced 
farm implements and farm wagons. 

In 1930, the building was sold to William Schroeder who, with his partner Steve 
Gruberman, opened a gas station” Steve & Schroeder’s”. They repaired automobiles in the 
garage. 

Other tenants in the past were Clearview Glass, Suburban Collision and Danny’s 


Automotive. This building was located to the south of Hect’s Shoe Store on the corner of 
34th Place and Chicago Road. 
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=. fine 1910 photo was taken in front of the hotel on the corner of 34th & Hopkins Street. 
This hotel was built for the rush of people expecting to attend the 1896 Columbian 
Exposition in Chicago. Evidently people decided it was too far to travel from Chicago to 
Steger to stay at the hotel]. It was later made into apartments and was destroyed by fire in 
the late 1930’s. Hopkins Street was the village limits at the time. The sign states “Village 
of Steger, Speed Limits, 15 miles per Hour, Mufflers Closed.” 
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1910 Steger Day Photo 
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The Best. People of Steger 


May Be Seen Wearing Our Garments 


HENRY LENZING LUIGE SASSANO 


Proprietor of tha 
MEG ANT Up-to-date Barber Shor 


Electric Massage. Hot and Cold Baths. 
JONES’ OLD 8TAND 


If you want to be in style, and have clothes that fit, 


let us measure you for a new suit. 


We are always ready to do your cleaning and repair. 
ing, and at a reasonable price 


This building was located on East 34th Street just west of the former C.&E.I. railroad. 
Henry Lenzing opened the first tailor shop in the village in approximately 1910-1912. 
Many of the older buildings such as the one pictured were of two story construction with 
a business on the lower level and living quarters above to accomodate the many workers 
who were recruited to work in the Steger Piano factory. 

In 1926 Nick Sperti purchased the building and the business from Henry Lenzing 
and operated at this site until 1941. The building was divided, half for a tailor shop and 
half for a tavern and restaurant. In 1941 he moved the tailor shop to the old Janett build- 
ing, also known as the Koch building, on the east side of Chicago Road. In 1941 the orig- 
inal location of the tailor shop became Sperti’s Tavern serving food and drink and was 
operated by members of the Sperti family for a number of years. The business changed 
hands several times in subsequent years. The most recent occupant was Vel’s Tap. 

The small! building next door to the west was Louie Sassano’s Barber Shop. Several 
years later, Mike Karpik opened a barber shop there. The buildings were razed in 1981 
for downtown reconstruction. Presently at this site is Party Liquor Store. 
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Circa 1910. 
A crowd gathers every Saturday and Sunday at the train station to observe the visitors 
coming and going. With nothing else to do, the old residents of the village remember that 
the arrival of the train was the entertainment of the day. Notice the watchman’s house by 
the railroad crossing. The Steger Piano Factory’s water tower can be seen in the back- 
ground. 
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Entertainment in Steger — A Movie House 
By Leona Rutkowski 


Agus DeFrancisco family had the first movie theater in Steger located east of the railroad 
on the south side of 34th Street. Herman Rutkowski ran the projector. The theater then 
moved to the upstairs of the Kelly building on Chicago Road. When Herman Rutkowski 
went Into service in World War I, the theatre closed. While Herman was serving his coun- 
try, August Rutkowski built the Steger theatre so Herman would have a job when he 
returned home. Arriving back in Steger he was immediately put to work running the movie 
projectors for the theatre. Bill Madura was his helper; Henry Weisenfelt would provide the 
piano music. Bill Rutkowski also played the piano and George Sanders, Bill’s uncle, mar- 
ried to Lillian Rutkowski, played the drums. Gertie Rutkowski sold the tickets and Frank 
Rutkowski collected tickets at the door. August and his wife Louise lived upstairs. 
All was going well, so a short time later, August built a store next to the theatre and 
Frank and Gertie Rutkowski sold candy, tobacco and popcorn there. During the depres- | 
sion, Gertie and Frank made home brew. sold under the counter. They lived in the apart- 
ment behind the store. During the depression, August almost lost the theatre, so Herman 
and family moved in with August and Louise to help with finances. He then rented the 
theatre to the bookies. 
A short while later, two men from Chicago rented and operated the theatre until it 
was sold to William Bales in 1946. The candy store was closed and in it’s place was the 
Steger Barber Shop. Individual dishes were given weekly to entice the sales of tickets for 
the movies. Also, on Saturday evening, a drawing for various door prizes was held. 
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A view looking west on 34th Street in 1918 showing the Steger Theater. Next to the the- 


ater was the office of the village newspaper, The Steger Journal. The building next door 
sold candy, ice cream and tobacco. 


i Natiss view of the Steger Theater. To the east is a barber shop, next to it is Vel’s Tap, 
formerly Sperti’s Tavern, and next to the tavern, what was once the railroad station. 
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1910 Photo Taken Next to the Columbia School. 
Bi Schroeder is seated on the right side. Evidently this was a Sunday or holiday 
. because it would be assumed that they wouldn’t be dressed up in suits or ties for a school 
day. The horse and buggy were typical modes of transportation at this time. 
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i late building on the northwest corner of 34th Street and Chicago Road, was owned by 
Anton Wolff. When he purchased his first auto, a 1911 Buick, many of the men came out 
to view it as you can see by the above photo. Towards the back of the building, facing 
34th Street, Dr. Sutterly had his office and a drug store. 
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Circa 191] - STEGER GIRLS HIKING CLUB 
Pictured in the photo from left to right: Jenny Barbere, Elizabeth Hellman, Helen 
Brown, Ella Kunde, Mary Chuprinski, Anne Chuprinski, Elizabeth Priebe, Helen 
Moeller, Elsie Arnholz, Alma Gustafson, Margaret Barbare, and Minnie Brown. 
This group hiked to Goodenow, Beecher, Dyer, Thornton, and Matteson 


Ed. Note: The Chuprinski Family had a bakery next to what is now the Steger Village 
Hall 
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aie picture of the Royal Neighbors float was taken in 1911 on Steger Day. In the pic- 
ture, back row, left to right, are Mrs. Oscar Williams, (Unidentified), Mrs. Charies 
Peterson, Miss Helen Ratkowski, Miss Jennie Seiter, Mrs. Kendall, Mrs. John Moore, 
Miss Anna Burke, Miss Grace Arment and Miss Louise Seiter. The Peterson boy is dri- 
ving and in the front row are Esther Akerjelm, Elizabeth Duehnson, Mrs. George Seiter, 
Mrs. Peter Krause, and Estelle Miller. 
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Pied photo of the 1910 Steger Day parade going down Chicago Road. Buildings 
shown in the photo are: Steger Piano factory, the Janette Building and Kelly Hall. 


Sole Day photo taken in 1912 with the Steger Band leading the parade on Chicago 
Road. The wagons on the right must be lining up for the parade. The Berchem Building 
is in the background. Lower photo is of another Steger Day parade marching south on 
Chicago Road. Kelly Hall and Janett Building are in the background. 
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Circa 1912 


ai Steger Day Parade heads down Chicago Road going south past the Berchem 
Building. This event, held the last Saturday in July, originated with John V. Steger and 
was intended to be a celebration for his workers. Almost all the villagers participated. 
The parade started near the piano factory, led by the Steger band. The Steger Piano fac- 
tory trucks came next, followed by the volunteer fire department and floats. School chil- 
dren also joined in. The parade continued down Chicago Road to McKinley, across to 
Stella Blvd., south to Richton Road and on to Steger Woods (now Crete Township). . 
There, they celebrated all day. There were laudatory speeches, free beer, games for the 
children and races for everyone. Families brought their baskets containing picnic dinners 
and suppers. Rope swings hung in the trees for the children, bands played and fireworks 


exploded. A good time was had by all! 
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BOHUNKYS 


Die Steger Bohunkus Band with their instruments posing in front of the Steger Fire 
Station for the 1912 Steger Day. They were a musical fun group that was very popular 
every Steger Day. They also were included in the band concerts and the various musical 
programs held in Steger Hall in that era. This was the original size of the Steger Fire 
Department building. As more Fire equipment was added, it had to be enlarged. Note the 
interurban tracks shown in the upper part of the photo. 
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The Johann Gast Family - Approximately 19]2 

Back row: Edward Gast, Mathilda Gast (Giese), John Gast, Charles Gast, William Gast 

Front Row: Amanda Gast, Henry Gast, Ottilge Gast, Johann Gast, Frank Gast, 
Adeline Gast 

The family came to America in 1891 from West Prussia. 

They settled in Chicago and moved to Steger in 1897 
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J ohn Janett’s new tavern and business building was constructed around 1912 right next 
to Kelly Hall. The door on the right side was the family entrance so it is assumed that 
food was served there also. John Janett’s son-in-law, Cotton Hoecker lived upstairs with 
his family. He also worked in the tavern. In later years, Koch’s Hardware was in these 
same buildings. 
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Circa 19/5 
Bar in the new Janett Tavern. Cotton Hoecker is the bartender. 
Notice the slot machine on the bar, and peanuts selling for a nickel 
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ue railroad station, constructed in 1917 was of brick with a tile roof. The building 
replaced an older railroad station directly across 34th Street which burned in 1916 due 
to a lightning strike. 


Troops of young men departed from this station for both World War I and World 


War II. The Chicago and Eastern Illinois Railroad ran a commuter train to downtown 
Chicago, but cut back on its service in 1933 when only a few trains daily went to 
Chicago. Passenger service ceased altogether in the 50’s. 

The building exists today as a storage facility for H. Moenck & Sons Electrical 
Company and is leased from the railroad. 
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A photograph was taken in front of the new Steger depot at the C&E I Railroad. Dated 
1917, this photo shows the first recruits for World War I preparing to leave for the service. 
In the first row, from the left: Herman Rutkowski, Jose Grenkivich, Elmer Newquist, 
Corp Stewart (the recruiting officer), George Michaels (Village Trustee), Frank Lipsy, 
Ernest Anderson, Paul Goodman and John Ciarlo. Back Row: Henry Walters, Ed Barnes, 
Joe Jonakus, Martin Henn, (Unidentified), Jack Hess, Carl Phillips, (?) Nelson, Andy 
Anderson and Oscar Martin. 
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m Che Steger. 


ARENT 
‘” STEGER 
ROLL OF HONOR 


Steger Boys In the Various 
Bfanches of the Service 


Infantry 
Ralph ‘Hurper  - Carl Frebel 
Henry ‘Arnbolz “Myron Kaufman 
Louw Cruig Chariga Awitchger 
William’ Moeller. Elmer KJuuck 
Samus) Cruzioni William Kunde 
dames Slveuteri Rudolph Leapiok 
Paul Brubel Frank Birks 
Howard Mulrenin Hermao Munnal 
Paul Koeoiguman Heory Walters 
John Azykox Arthur Newhoff 
doseph Svbedt Bort Sunders 
Herry Smitchger E. Frank Dirge) 
Joseph Wiger Gust Boluke 
Cari Moeller Jobo J. Byrna 
Joby Gigliotti George Phelan 
Arthur Rance. Ed. Kaouigemun 
Maorabal Carner Grovonui Pexzuti 
Albert Franzen Jobo Pawiloaki 
Matthew Berchom Osear Guatefsop 
doa. Poteash Lioge Rowena, 


Carl Phillus | ‘Frank Supitowieb j 
Paul Gaodauwn ~ Otte Wache 

George Wuoda Jubn J. Ciurlo 
Ernest. Anderson Augnut Kroua 
Edward Barnes Elmer Newquist | 
Joseph Jonikua  Androw Auderaon 
Niok Grytziuy Joo Mudura 
Alplouss Lipsky Edward Michuela 
Otty Kuragk Otto Muench 
Willy Malek Henry Waller 
Quoar Sparks Charlea Larsun 
A. Th. Qhita, Jr. Jobn O'Hara 
Paul Lipeki’s Fragk lipsky 
Churles Pankla Herman Hanok 
Alex Janitke Edward Qaet 
doln Thorndyke Charles Puulion 


Lea QQ. Burke Lawrenee Wehlan 

Jacob Gansqu Herm'n Itutkowaky 

C. 7. Baur | Nicholuk Berohem 
Marlne Corps 

Joseph Lipsky Cur) E. Peteraon 


Frook Henn Horry Clarren 


Avlatlon 
Oscar Martin Herm'u Englehordt 


‘\Nicola Onofriqg (hos. Schmidt 


Emi) Hungriks 
Quartermaster Dept. 
Edwin’ Kallquist Joho J. Birgal 
Harvey Nejquist Walter Holliduy 
George Bayle 
Maohine Gun 
Tony K/Quoffe Olty, Marquord 
Pred Dufrudu Hermau Persouke 
=eliedloai- Corpa 
Chos. Swini J. B. Wickensimer 
Clifford SpHding 8am DoFruncesco 
Gus Chitty § Joveph Qrinkevieh 
Wm. Rohl & Chauncey Matlong 
--Aladio Corps 


\Erocst Roby 


filgna) Corps 


i °| Adolph Hyifomt 


. Naval Aviation 

John Rutkqweki 
t Police 

Albort Kally 

Ammunitlon Train 
Joueph Pazybylski 

: Navy 
Brung Goddwio Clarence M. Dea 
Lmaben K. ayes Ralph Miller 
Harry Anderuon’ Frank Wilger 
Ovila Bropgeau 

Coast Artillery 
Carl Strandberg Warren Cionomon 
Ployd Cinnypon Jim Plarinos 
Carl Anderagn Lorenzo LuPictra 
Gust Treh Peter Hendricks 
Praok Krauje |, Wm. Ruthkowski 
Sum Fraopssi “Jeon Nerk 
Elmer Thong Harvey Larsen 
Engineers 
Adolph Godawia Waldewar Kuch 
Garland Heuring Pou) Roesuer 
Martin Heng 
Ordnance 

Louia Gabriele Edward lubner 


Jioael Putep¢h  Clarenos Kaeedler 


' » Gavalry 


— Ran fornia — ten ar Cheeet— 
fac Flaming 


Mechanical Repair 


Jnok Hee 
Baa Defense 
William Personke 
Muslcjans 
Anton Antine Gus. Conutaatino 
Auta Mechanica 
Marcellus Wachs 
Rank Unknown 
Stephen Coyne Lawrence HH. Green 
Henry Kublqua Wo. Petersun 
Paul Lilgimy Ollie Dyor 
Ernest Boatteor Churles Klein 
John Botyor,. Tad. Bichusis 
Walter ibys Louis S$. Rrown 
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Chapter of the!American i 
Cross An licentive To 
Future Activities 


Have You Enrefied For Ac 
Work? If Not 39 So At € 


‘The termination of the world war 
affords the first opportunity to re- 
view the patrivtic work uf the peo- 
ple at bome which contributed, in 
no small measure, to Lhe sploudid he peace to alleviat 
sucerss of our fighting men in the tulfering, ust hear 
various theaters of war. Pre-em-|tor 3 
inent umong the greut war activities, }’ ¥ 
the Kien Red Cross slunda|. !00., Patriotism 
forth beforw the world os u wonu-] Americans did not 
ment to the wnseltish uber und be-}:ttrauted by the gla 
roic unceasing endeavors of the|.plendor—war is te 
faithful Atwerican women, who'l¥eudly;‘they went ¢ 
scoruing {be popular applause, |iry's sake. In war 
worked on determinedly und with)iust obey our coua 
ever increasing ardor to do their full gud ut ull times be 1 
rbare ag patriotic women und loyal }iution 10 her A COU. 
Americans, in helping to erush the /S$YING YOK Is 
dungers of  tilitnrisin. Whatever} WORTH LIVING BC 
erilicisty, may he leveled at any of] The womca of Ste 
the winning the-war activities, uoldia in mid and vot 
shadow of doubt oxists that the Ain- {toll 
encau Red Crosa pluyed o very ea-|dreutest Mother In 49 
Sentiu] part im our glorious victory. |juuizution. You in, 

Ax a unit of this grout orgunize-Jiwt your co-opsrw 
tion the biird-workiny women of the sppreciated, und that 
Steger Chapter carried on the work] utuug yourselt und 
assigned to them will the same in- 
daminituble sapint that their futhers, 
liusbanudS oud brothers went forth 
with (a unswer America's summons 
ty nrus, and they ore entitled ta full 
eredil fur (heir penerous response to 
ull calls innde upon their time and 
services. Without the thrill of com- 
Lat or the Lope of persoqul rewired * TSS 
the unselila women of the chapter; ; rue men of tho 
kept persistently nt their tasks, and Burch hava finally a 
aay after duy were to be found|¢A 0D uttraction ut t, 
working, wurking—nal for personal Wednesday, January | 
rnin hut for their country. The up-|4y, January 23, in 
preciation of o grateful nation is ‘Uhis will be kuown 
due them, They sought no reward, Fair, and will be 
uve theesutivfaction of a tusk wel]/sbews, ete, such ¢ 
une, ta vompensnte them tor their known tu exist in e 
luhors, and they deserve the henrt-|Whers County Fairs 
iest congratulations for the sucegas As some -ay this is 
attending their endeavors, “hum-din, vl th 
Glorious Record of Steger Sranch|?A™ission 

cething in pees sd 
but the Redliy store for those w! 
Vross work goes on—it must not sjdv shows and yar 
atop. Pence brings with it s 
urohleme whiek 


jute the scars of « 
wruughl suileriug aod 
shole of Europe—ai 
ar the civilized wor 
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Advertisement in the Chicago Heights STAR 
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Circa 1916 


B aseball was always a popular sport in Steger. In the above photo are the 1916 Cook and 
Will county champions - The Steger Travelers. Top row left to right: Charles Kleist, man- 
ager. Art Redman, pitcher,W. Kutz, utility, E. Buccholz, first base, Ed Reinick, shortstop, 
Joe Birgel, second base. Middle row: N. Grutzius, centerfield, W. Martin, right field. 
Bottom row: A. Goodman. left field, Fred Braun, catcher, and D. Madura, third base. 
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Circa 1919 


A gathering of servicemen and Red Cross ladies at the Steger Post Office at 28 East 34th 


Street, on the east side of the C & EI Railroad. 
In 1920 Mr. Ernest Hewes, grocer and real estate/insurance agent, proposed that 


Henry J. Hartmann, a Steger & Sons employee join him in opening a meat market in the 
grocery store. The grand opening was October 20, 1920. Later the grocery store was pur- 
chased by Henry Hartmann and he occupied the premises until! 1929 when he moved to 2 
East 34th Street. This building no longer exists but Mercury Cleaner’s building is now at 


this site. 
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Shown in the photo is my Steger & Sons piano, serial # 27513. The piano, an “art case 
grand”, was originally built at the 3511 Chicago Road plant in 1918. The wood is circasian 
walnut which Steger and Sons Piano Company imported from Asia. Also shown, to my 
right, is my “Steger Talking Machine - Voices of All Artists” Model # 505. This was built 
in the northern addition to the “Singer Factory” about 1919. 


—- By Roy Clarren Anderson 
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Meas north on Chicago Road at the corner of 34th Street. This photo was taken in . 
the 1920’s. Note the stop and go light hanging in the center of the road. The Solomon | 
Building on the left side sold dry goods and hardware and was in business from 1891 to 

1930. Later this building was occupied by Augie Mann’s Tavern with Guess Variety to 

the south of it. The First State Bank was across the street. The arched windows were of 

stained glass. It was a beautiful building inside and out. Next door to the bank was Dr. . 
Brown’s home and office. Across the street was Hoitomts Tavern, Kelly Hall and the ) 
Janett Building. The bank building was later occupied by Herman’s Prescription Shop. 
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81 East 34th Street 
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le the early 1920’s this property was a large garage and warehouse. In 1947 this building _ 
was remodeled by Albert Ciarlo.He operated it as a hardware store until 1962. < 
The Stantons purchased the hardware store from Mr. Ciarlo in 1962 and operated the 
business for a time. Also at this site were Ace Glass Company, a slot car race track, and _ 
various other businesses. 
Joanne “Chickie” Martin purchased the building in 1982 and operates “Martin’s . 
Tavern” at the present time. 


Garo Construction Company, located at 3300 Union Avenue in Steger, was opened by ~ 
partners Rocco Musto and Albert Caruso in 1945. Their business consisted mostly of ~ 
block construction and laying concrete. They also built some homes. They ceased opera- ~ 
tions in 1970. - 
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Circa 1900 - Richton Road crossing the C.& E. I. railroad before the viaduct was built 


i 1920, the State of Illinois Department of Transportation approved a subway under the 
railroad track beyond this crossing and the crossing at Richton Road was closed upon 
completion of this subway. There were several accidental deaths due to this crossing not 
having railroad warning lights and the jog on Route | past this crossing made it very dif- 
ficult because of the heavy traffic on Route | and the numerous trains blocking the cross- 
ing. The home on the left is the Mueller homestead on Chicago Road which is still in exis- 


tence today. 


This gas station was owned by Tony Compratt - Location: Approximately 3750 Chicago 
Road. Photo taken in the mid !920’s. The men pictured in photo: Left Henry Gast Middle 
Tony Compratt, unknown. The building was later moved to Momence, Illinois. Standard 


Oil removed the gas tanks. 
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Circa 1920 


a. Steger Cafeteria located at the southwest corner of 33rd Place and Chicago Road. 
The cafeteria was built to serve food at cost to workers at the Steger Piano Factories. The 
public was allowed to purchase food at regular prices. It also served as an entertainment 
hall for dances, weddings and meetings. The cafeteria could accomodate up to 600 peo- 
ple. It had its own refrigeration units and was heated by steam pipes from the Steger fac- 
tory across the street. 

In 1922 Mrs. Dill opened the Dixie Cafe, serving good food and catering to large par- 
ties and dances. IN 1924, E. Scheidt became the proprietor and in 1927, the Niebling fam- 
ily operated the “Dixie Cafe”. 

In 1930, Steger Furniture rented this building and began to manufacture small radio 
cabinets. They moved from this building to the East 34th Street Piano Factory in 
September, 1933. 

Jim Spina purchased the building and started making mop handles, naming the firm 
the Steger Dowel Manufacturing Company. Afterwards he established a metal stamping 
plant making small objects such as matchbox holders. 

In 1950 the building was remodeled and modern washing machines and dryers were 
installed and the Steger Laundromat started business. It had various owners, but contin- 
ued as a laundromat until 1992. The building still stands. 
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Circa 1921]. 


BL ie First State Bank of Steger was built on the northwest corner of 34th Street and 
Chicago Road in 1921, former site of the Berchem Building. This bank was the continu- 
ation of the Bank of Steger which was situated on the southeast corner of the intersection. 
Once the move was made, the name Bank of Steger was changed to the First State Bank 
of Steger. The name indicated that the institution became a state regulated facility. 

When constructed, the bank was one of the finest structures in southern Cook 
County. The citizens of the area had never before experienced anything this grand. The 
windows were of stained glass. A balcony was found above the tellers cages. The marble 
counters were just the right height to cool a youngster’s forehead in the heat of the sum- 
mer. The building, with its lovely interior, cost $75,000 to build in the early 1920’s. 

Following a rash of bank robberies by notorious gangs in the Southwest, fear and 
robberies spread to the North. Alarmed that the bank might one day experience a hold- 
up, perhaps by the infamous John Dillinger, proprietors of businesses around the inter- 
section of 34th street and Chicago Road were furnished with rifles. The men were to inter- 
cede if the bank was in any danger. Bud Hartmann recalls how Harry Cole kept a rifle 
behind the meat counter at Hartmann’s Grocery Store. Harry would regularly take the gun 
and check it to make sure that all was ready but, as a lad of twelve or thirteen, Bud knew 
that the firearm was “off limits” to him, no matter how intriguing it was. 

The effect of the Stock Market Crash of 1929 was felt at the First State Bank of 
Steger. With the 1930’s came the Depression. One Monday morning the bank just did not 
open its doors, and in 1932 the bank went into receivership. Many Steger residents and 
businesses lost all their money. 

In later years the building was remodeled and upstairs apartments were added. 
Herman Piancentini operated “Herman’s Prescription Shop” at the location for many 
years. Most recently the building houses “The Dugout”, a store featuring sports trading 


cards and other collectibles. 
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SOCCER TEAM - COLUMBIA SCHOOL - 1921] 

Top Row: Leonard Mannel, Tom Northern, Supt. of Schools John Bassler, Leonard 
Behlke, John Weise, Billy Northern, and Edward Block 

Seated: Donald Stephen, Mark Orr, Merle Wolff, John Damanis and Oscar Roesner 


SEE CORRECTED PICTURE 
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Funeral procession of John Ciarlo -Circa 1922. 


enn Ciarlo was the son of Stanislao Ciarlo, one of our earliest prominent residents of 
Steger. John had been discharged from World War I a short time when he drowned in the 
Kankakee River in a boating accident. He must have been a very popular young man as 
so many veterans and firemen attended the funeral. The top photo also shows the Steger 
Hotel on the right. The Steger Piano Company building stands tall in the lower photo. 


Page 107 


Te Graziani building and Mercury Cleaners (45-47 East 34th Street) was a large brick 
building used as a grocery store and originally owned by John DeLorenzo in the 1920’s. 
In 1925, Albert and Elvira Graziani took over the grocery store which was in business 
there until] 1941. The Graziani family lived upstairs. In 1942, their daughter, Emma 
Graziani opened Emma’s Beauty Shop and had her business there until 1987. At that time, 
the Village of Steger purchased the buildings with block grant funds and had them demol- 
ished. 

Mercury Cleaners was added to the west of the original building in 1947 at 45 East 
34th Street. The building to the rear was the cleaning plant. August Graziani was owner 
with Minnie Graziani, his sister and helper. They also had to move when the village pur- 
chased the building. He now owns the Mercury Cleaners at 28 East 34th Street. Currently 


at this site is a shopping center. This photo was taken after the Ciarlo buildings next door 
were torn down. 
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ered here is another small Mom and Pop store on the northwest corner of 37th and 
Chicago Road. This smal] store and lunch room was owned by the Gaide family from 
approximately 1915 until the late 20’s or early 30’s. Several other owners followed. The 
last owners, the Giebel family called it “The Stand” and sold such items as hot dogs, ham- 
burgers, milk, pop, candy and ice cream. The store was torn down in the early 1940’s. The 
area is now residential. Pictured in the photo on the left side, the 4th child from left is 
Norma Greig, the 5th child is Kenneth Pfaff. On the right side is Mrs. Pfaff, Gaide’s sis- 


ter and Mr. and Mrs. Gaide. 
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Circa 1925 


Aster Graziani, son Joe, and the Sperti brothers showing off a successful hunt for rab- 
bits in a nearby field. This would be a common and necessary occurance in the village in 
the 1920’s and early 1930’s. The meat provided by the rabbits would be a welcome addi- 
tion to the meager fare of many families. The backyard pictured here was a vegetable gar- 
den with adjoining hen house, typical of many backyards during this era. 
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LANHAM end WARREN 


(Insurance & Bonds) 
J.W. Lanham W. J. Gitersonke 


PHONE: Sk 5-1925 Stecer, Ie. 3337 Chicago Road 


Stecer, Iv. 


Warren Insurance Agency - 3502 Chicago Road had it’s beginning with Joseph Lanham 
who originated his insurance business in 1925. The business was then located in the Koch 
Hardware store. Mr. Warren (Jack) Gittsersonke joined the business in 1965. In 1968 Mr. 
Gittersonke purchased the lot where the present building stands. The building was con- 
structed and occupied in 1970. Virgean Voigts, who had an insurance business at 29 West 
34th Street, sold her insurance business to Mr. Gittersonke and she worked with him for 
several years. The business is now owned by Mr. Gittersonke’s son-in-law Walt Williams. 
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Circa 1926. 


delicacy known as the Janett Building, the ground floor of this building was origi- 
nally occupied by a tavern and restaurant. In later years at various dates the building 
housed the Rau Store, the U.S. Post Office, Koch’s Hardware, Sperti’s Tailor Shop, 


Martha’s Novelty Shop, and Mike’s Barber Shop. A 1926 auto is parked in front of the 
Post Office. 
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Circa 1928 


D.. Brown and her husband, Ed Moore, stand beside a float in a Steger Day Parade. Dr. 
Brown was the only female doctor in Steger. She had her office in her home on Chicago 
Road, about six lots north of 34th Street on the west side of the street. Presently a print- 
ing shop occupies the site. Dr. Brown opened her practice here when she graduated from 
medical school in 1905. Many babies in town were delivered by her with her black sachel 
as a constant companion. She always had some medicine for one’s ailments. Dr. Brown 
Moore and her husband owned the Steger Drug Store from approximately 1925 until 
1945. The store had a soda fountain and was quite popular with the Steger youth. 

In the lower photo: Herman Piacentini at the soda fountain. 
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June 1929 - 2 East 34th Street 


| = ae Hartmann Sr. opened this modern grocery store in June of 1929. The butchers in 
the rear are Harry Cole and Henry Hartmann. Bernice Hartmann, clerk, is waiting on Mrs. 
Wickenseimer. The glass enclosures under the counter held such items as rice, lentils, 
macaroni, and beans of all kinds. These items were sold by the pound. Candies and cook- 
ies were also sold as bulk items. 


The Hartmanns were at this location until Christmas of 1935 when they moved to 
3404 Chicago Road. After Hartmann’s closed, a drug store expanded in that area. 
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[Tel 4396 - Adm: Adults - 40c * Child Lc tax inel }i rine Race 3 Yacono § Foo ar - | 
FRIDAY AND SATURDAY Pitman... Pf 1188. s4th Street pera 
2 Sutom steak San 
MY DARLING — CLEMENTINE peice : | MONEY SAVING SALES 
Henry Fonda Vic Mature : ttery Wed Nite 5 — RED CUP BRAND COFFEE 2 Ibs. for 79¢ 
Linda Darnell Ms Steger z F 
leccecsoceercccecsessoss = fh New Low Price 
CHAPT. 7 — SEA HOUND I: F p 1% gal. 35 
CARTOON 4] E MILK — SERVE MORE 4 gal, 35c 
a ecseceeeceeeeceren, | TENDER 
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CARNIVAL IN COSTA RIGA S| calweslee eaten | ee eee only 1b. 49¢ | 
(technicolor) i 3 STEGER NEWS AGENCY 5 


4) Dick Haymes 
Selected Short Subjects 


WEDNESDAY AND THURSDAY 


\ALEXANDERS RAGTIME BAND 
1947 


NAPOLINI « 
a 
Ch hipr 6 


sty RE Ae ancient tm 


i} Don Ameche 


Rouila Granville 


35th & Union. 


YA"CHETTI on Saturday night 
aftar 7 o'clock. 
“Phill up" on Phillipa 66 


Vera Ellen th 


| 


THE GUILTY |: 


Resolve to trade at — 


FRANK'S PLAGE 
POOL — CANDY — var 
NEW ‘TABLES 
2110 Chicago Road 


f 1 E 
- Yacono’‘s Clover Farm Store | 
ENJOY THE CHARM OF CLOVER FARM 


THC FETE TORT VEN TANCE FONT FETC ITN ION FETC TTT Th 


D. SOLOMON 


The Old Reliable Store 


Groceries and Provisions 


Everything in the line of Gents’ Furnishings 
Dry Goods of Every Description 


Crockery, Glassware and General Merchandise 


Do not go out of town for your Shoes 
as you can do just as well 
in 


Steger. at 


CONRAD HECHT’S 
SHOE STORE 


Ladies‘ and Gents’ and 
Boys’ and Girls' Shoes 


shea ra- 
annar 


We will lake care of yea 
paire ip a worawanlika m 


1912 i? 
—— WHEN YOU Grr Une STOP AT 
Peter Grutzius 


General Contractor 


Aobbicg Prompuy Dene. Esthrates Furtisbod. 
STEGER, ILLINOIS 


LUIGE SASSANO 


STEGER RESTAURANT 


AND GET A SQUARE MEAL 
JOHN BERCHEM. PROP. STEGER, ILL. 


Up-to-date Barber Shop! | 41) rH LOTSON 


JONES: OLD GTAND — 


DR. L. M. MURPHY | 
PHYSICIAN AND SURGEON 


Office Phene 1014 
DR. C. FABER 


PHYSICIAN AND SURGEON 
Speclalty; Diseages of Women 


Exclusive Grocery Store 


We are giving away some fine premiums with 
goods 
Itealdence Phone 1018 


TEL. 2874 


STEGER, ILL. 


Foreign Lowrsezes Spokes General Merchandise 


FRUEHLING 


Druggist 


Bell Telephone 
"21 


Phone aia pee 


of Every Kind 
' 


| &. IN. ik é iG 5: | 
; TWENTIETH GENTURY 


BOWLKG Hardware, ry (Goods, Notions. 
| rersat ai ee Groceries and Crockery 


: 
{Ge YEARS OR OVER | 
H 
' 


27 E 34th St. 
At Shurstring Tavera 


STEGER, ILL. 


For a Cool Glass of Beer Try 


John Janett's Saloon 


STEGER 
SHOE AEPAIH 
= pRY CLEANING 
AND PRESSING 
® 1 East 3ith Streel 


aoe te 


F 
> Colgate’s Tooth Paste ~ 
Comes out in that 
“ribbon effect” 


25c the 4 Tube } 
» SAMU'L I'L CASE : 


Good Treatment to Everybody 


4 


First-Class Job Printing at The 


bat ce Rane NS STIEGAR HARALD 
> Steger Hall Brug St Store 5 OPPICH 


1909 


Newspaper Ads from By-gone Years 
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Newer the ©. & E. 1 Depot 


THE STEGER HOTEL 


BLAS KAMMERER 
Proprictor 


The Stuser Watel is the leading aud best boty) in 
the vallaze, and iy als the oldest 


First Chsss Bar Room in Connection, The best of 


Liquors anid Ctyars always 01 band 


JOSEPH LE DOUX EDWARD J, STEPHENS 


Steger Coal & Livery Co. 


Phonos: Office 766. Ros. 740-R, Interstate 1983. 


PURE ir 


Wholesale and Ratall, Prompt Delivery. 
Hard and Soft Coal, Wood, Kindling, Sand, Stone, Cement 
Farm Machinery, Grain and Feed 


Teaming and Expressing. Agenls for I. 11, C. Gas and Gasoline Engines 


cc Chicago Phone Bleger 300, inlaraiaig Phone 1472 
Anton Woltt STANDARD BUFFET 


BEST OF WINES, LIQUORS AND CIGARS 


N.-W. Cor. 234th St. and Vincennes Road STEGER, ILL 


Chas, Jupgenson Plumbing, Healing 


Gas Fitting and Sewerage 


Estimates furnished Prompt service on Emorgency work. Telephone 600. 
Crown Hotel Buliding, STEGER, ILL. 


4912 TELEPHONE 012-m 

STEGER HOTEL CROWN HOTEL 

ond Sample Room Goad Rooms. Hot and Cold Bath 
THOS. HENN, PRopRIETOR 


Spucial Rates by the Week. Located Opposite Pontoffice, Steger, Ill. 


TELEPHONE ena-s 


WINDSOR RESTAURANT 


MEALS AT ALL HOURS 


SPECIAL-Chop Sooy on Pay Night 


Motte: Good Gaaiis Cheap 


Bolh Phones 


J.H. HAUFMAN @SON 


The Store that always gives you a Square Deal 
Money Returned if You are not Satisfied 


@It is good money to you when you get the best goods for 
your money. 


@,When we tell you of Prunes we offer you the choice of the 
market—and all our goods are the best values money 
will buy. 


G@.There are usually three grades of groceries in the market 
They are classed as good, medium and poor. 


@All our goods have the guarantee of extra good. 
Open an Account with us and Give us a Chance to Make Good. 


4019 Ulgheet comb price will Le paid fur Paria Sroducta 


we 


3 REGULATION 
ALLEYS 


IMPORTED AND DOMESTIC 
CIGAKS 


GEORGE J, BUTTELL'S 


BILLIARD HALL AND BOWLING ALLEYS 
GIVE HIM A CALL STRGER, ILI. 


Mteger's Finest 


Cocktail Lounge 


Steger, Ilincis 


When You Get Ready for Your Sunday Dinner the Meat 
Question Is the Most Important 


otatatahataatata ere" 


eres ensesosers 


nmmesesos 
EDWARD J, COMLIK, M. 0. 
PUTSICIAN aud SURGEON 
Moura; 10 AAS. - 12M. 
2°75 PM, G@- 3 PM. Dally : 
seek Chieaco Rd Steere. I] | Go to the place where you will get what 
soaccscsrereroresseseses 
5 you want and where you can be 


sure of its quality--That's 


KLEIN FOOD SHOP 


ICE CREAM - SCHOOL} 
SUPPLIES ~ RICHELIEU x 
ad CORK! 


WALTER HARTMANN’S 
MARKET 


*) Chone your orders by ne 
54 McKinley Ave 
MEATS = GROCERIE 


Free Delivery on 


fueaday = Thursday ~ Saturday 


Frozen Foods - lee Cr 


Poster Works in concection Fine Job Prinung 


ODEGE Ry cl ER ae 


J, L. BROCKMANN, PROP. 


Book Priniing Advertising Rates on Application 


Leave Orders for Griat ice Ornam Telaphons G12 


GEORGE .F. SAMUELSON 


ICE CREAM PARLOR 
All Flavora of Sod Wator, Summer Drinks, Plain and Fancy Candy 
Seboo!Dauks and Supylilea. Statlouery and Nuuke 
Bowling Ally, Pool Room and Cigar Stand adjolning 


fe) 6G. MEGRHIT 


Dealer in 


FINE SHOES 
AND OXFORDS 


FULL LINE QF TAN GOODS 


PRCEO RCO Steger Agents for 
OCHESTEN LY, 


REED'S CUSHION SHOES 
FOR MEN AND WOMEN 


W. C. HARTMANN 


Telephoncs: Chicago, 123 


Interstate, 1627 


The care we take during the summer months of our 
Fresh and Salted Meats is an absolute guarantee of 
sanitary Conditions, 

No expense or pains spared for ice, screens and 
cleanliness to insure everything first-class. 


Once a customer always a customer. 


Keep books with yourself, and make a daily record of what: 
you pay out and what you are earning. Every person wantst 
a guarantee against dark days. The little book given by the! 


Bal of Steger 


explains the plan, and if you follow only a part of the 
instructions given, your prosperity is certainly assured. 


Newspaper Ads from By-gone Years 
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Sacica Oil built this station in 1929 on the northwest corner of 34th Place and Chicago 
Road. The first tenant was Harry Wichmann (shown in the photo), followed by Mr. Taylor 
and Mr. Starkey. Oliver Schirra operated this station from 1949 to 1975. He was a very 
congenial person and always seemed to have visitors to keep him company or help him. 
He was voted Citizen of the Year in 1982 by the Village Council. The building is in exis- 
tence today. The building behind the Standard Oil Station was known as the Steger Dairy. 
In the 1930’s the Orr Brothers operated a portable hammermill for grinding cattle feed in 
this dairy building. This business was moved to 34th Street, west of Solomon’s store. 
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Steger Football Team “The Wildcats” - Circa 1930 
Back Row: Wally Schultz, “Katz” Schroeder, Jimmy Ciarlo, Joe Schimak, Henry 
Martin, Tony Kavolis, Eddie Block, Allan Martin 
Middle Row: Tony Marucci, George Steers, Ray Roesner, Art Collins, Frank 
DeFrancisco, Abe Orr, Ray Jankoviak 
Front Row: Pete Berchem, John Berchem, Joe Spearman, Paul Martin, Val 
Dallessandro, Chick Henn, Johnny DeFrancisco 
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aa Circa 1943 

W it County Airport located on Union Avenue in the 3600 block. Construction of the 
airport began in 1938 by August Maross and Maynard Maross. When the property was 
subdivided, W.P.A. workers graded roads and ditches and leveled runways. Village 
equipment was used to level the ground. The facilities were built for an airplane mainte- 
nance and repair depot and a private airport. This government approved Repair Station 
#1346 was used to maintain aircraft for the civilian pilot training program. Pilot Augie 
Maross had mail runs and flew the first airmail letters from Steger. Augie Maross entered 
the Air Force in 1942. The facilities were closed from October of 1943 to April of 1946 
due to Maynard Maross also entering the service. Reopening in 1946, it was again used 
to maintain civil aircraft and surplus military aircraft. After 1950, the facilities continued 
on a part time basis until closing in 1974. Presently at the site is Fleet Headquarters. 
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1935 STEGER COMMUNITY BANK 


ea 
P 
Wt Bottom Row: Frank Perilli, Tony Foglietta, Joe, Armellina, John Armallino, Augie flard 
Ted Pappiti, es 
Secord tow: Joe Biaselli, Gus Castentino, Gino Colecetti, Frank Tintferf, Loufs 
id Gabe Fogaretti, Alex Vendetti, Al Zamorcy. 4 


Before television, people found other more social ways to entertain themselves. To 
those of musical bent, the several bands of Steger provided much satisfaction. These were 
some of the bands that marched in the Steger Day Parades. A band shell existed for pub- 
lic concerts between 33rd Street and 33rd Place, close to Chicago Road. Many people 
attended the band concerts there. 
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Circa 1940 


Old Steger Piano Factory Home to 
Steger Furniture Company and Others 


By Emil Zeman 


| 1932, a business that was later to be known as Steger Furniture Company had its mod- 
est beginning in the old Steger cafeteria building located on the southwest corner of 33rd 
place and Chiago Road. With just a handful of workers, this business began to produce 
wooden cabinets for table model radios. 

In late 1933, a group of four men, Vince Trabucco, James Sperti, Steve Dunn and 
Frank Schaefer (the first three individuals were Steger residents) acquired the Steger 
Piano Company property that had been vacant for several years. These four men found- 
ed Steger Furniture Company and developed it into a prosperous enterprise. 

In 1934, the cabinet shop was moved from the cafeteria site to a new location. The 
new site was the three-story structure on East 34th Street was located just west of the old 
C & EI railroad tracks that had been a part of the Steger Piano factory. 

In 1935, this same company started production of console-type radio cabinets began 
in another part of this huge complex. Later cabinets for Hi-Fi units, record players and 
TV’s were part of the production line. In peak years as many as 700 workers were 
employed by Steger Furniture, producing well over {00,000 large cabinets plus many 
thousands of small cabinets in the 34th Street plant. 
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In 1945 Steger Furniture Company sold its cabinet manufacturing business to — 
Sparton Corporation of Michigan. The new company went a step further than just mak- ~ 
ing the small cabinets in the 34th Street plant. They also installed the inner components. — 

Sparton closed down operation in this building in 1948. The main plant continued — 
to produce the large cabinets in volume until the mid-to-late 1960’s. When demand for « 
these products dropped off significantly, they added the manufacturing of kitchen cabi- ~ 
nets. Their largest customer for this product was “Youngstown Kitchen Cabinets”. When 
they lost this customer, the remaining orders were not enough to sustain the business and « 
they closed their doors in 1969. o 

In 1934, a small section of the former piano works located in the northern end of the - 
complex was leased to Charles Price and Phillip Cohen. They formed a business making 
women’s dresses under the name “Feature Frocks”. The business employed about fifty — 
women. The business changed hands after a number of years and then operated under the — 
name of “Ann Foster Dresses”. After a fire in their portion of the building, the company - 
ceased operation in 1948. = 

In 1948 or 1949, the Berkline Company started doing business in the small factory _ 
on East 34th Street that was formerly occupied by Steger Furniture. The Berkline : 
Company manufactured recliners. Their operation ceased here in 1954. 

In 1963, another business started operations in this same building. This time it was 
leased to the Paradiso brothers. They operated the business under the name of Caravelle - 
Wood Products producing kitchen cabinets. They continued operations here until 1969 ~ 
when they moved their business to its present location in South Chicago Heights. 

In the latter part of 1969, Sparton Corporation advertised the building and all its con- 
tents for sale (see the following pages). In 1970, a fire consumed and damaged this 
building to the extent it was judged unrepairable. 

After extensive negotiations between Sparton and the Village of Steger, the site was 
purchased for redevelopment with the help of Cook County Block Grant Funds. The 
remains of the building were demolished in 1972. Many Steger residents took a few 
bricks from this building as mementos of times that used to be. 

Not only a building but a large part of Steger history went down when the old Steger 
Piano Company was torn down. This complex of buildings, and the businesses in them 

remained the focal point of the village for many years. 

The village was virtually built around and sustained first by the Steger Piano 
Company and later by Steger Furniture Company. Steger Furniture Company provided ~ 
much needed employment to many Steger residents during the mid-depression years (the 
1930’s). For years, many Steger residents earned their living working for the various busi- ~ 
nesses that occupied parts of this huge complex. > 
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Steger Products and Steger Steel 

In 1946, Vince Trabucco and Jim Sperti, the former owners of Steger Furniture 
Company formed two companies, namely Steger Products and Steger Steel. They located 
these businesses in another section of the huge piano company building. They manufac- 
tured a variety of products which included kitchen cabinets, windows for homes, some TV 
and radio cabinets, coaster wagons made of wood and some of steel, and a variety of chil- 
dren’s play furniture made of wood. They even produced approximately 500 pianos. The 
business was sold to Leo Drew in 1960. In 1962 he in turn went out of business. 

The Steger K-Mart and the parking lot, and part of the Steger Plaza now occupy the 
site of the former Steger Piano factory, which later became the Steger Furniture Company. 
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Berkline of Ilinois at Steger, Hlinois—In Operation up until 1954. 
[ Berkline of Illinois at Steger, Illinois - In Operation up until 1954 
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COMPLETE WOODWORKING FACILITY 


365,000 Sq. Ft. of FLOOR SPACE 
@ FULLY CONVEYORIZED @ 


APPROX. 7.5 ACRES @ ADJACENT TO CHICAGO HEIGHTS, ILL. 


PLANT FACILITY: 
This company owns three buildings. The main building is principally three and four stories in height, 
of brick and wood construction. Three of the areas in the main building are one story and are 
used principally for warehousing. In addition to the main manufacturing bui'ding there are two 
adjacent buildings located on the plant site. The combined buildings provide a total of more than 
365,000 square feet of office, manufacturing, and warehouse space. 


PLANT EQUIPMENT: 
Completely equipped for the fabrication of high conveyors operating at a constant speed of 7 
quality, wood and masonite stereo cabinets, TV feet per minute. New equipment has been con- 


cabinets, and kitchen cabinets. Three complete tinuously added to insure that the company is 
well equipped for high production. Approximately 


DeBurgh conveyor systems are utilized to pro- $200,000 worth of new equipment has been 
vide a highly automated connection between the added in the past five years. See following 


various departments. The systems feature power equipment list. 
EXCELLENT RAIL SIDING AND DOCKS 
EXCELLENT TRUCK DOCKS 


Also complete kitchen cabinet inventory, con- 
sisting of several thousand cartoned cabinets 
and farge variety of in-process components. 


FOR DETAILS: CONTACT FRED MUEHMEL or RUDY FORSTER 
Phone: Chicago, Ill. 312-468-9350 ar Steger, Ill, 312-754-4343 


STEGER FURNITURE MFG. CO., 3321 CHICAGO ROAD 
Subsidiary of SPARTON CORPORATION 


STEGER, ILLINOIS 60475 
(immediately South of Chicago Heights) 
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Circa 1930 


| hier Preble, a former Steger resident is photographed in front of the D’Amico Macaroni 
factory. This factory located on the southeast corner of Chicago Road and 35th Street was 
built in the early 1890’s. The Pitt Implement Company manufactured farm machinery there 


. for several years and then sold it to the Rice-Macey Piano Company. In 1894 the factory was 


sold to Smith-Nixon Piano Company who in turn sold it to J. V. Steger in 1902. Mr. Steger 


_ named it “Reed and Sons Piano Company” and manufactured the Steger Grand Piano. 


The Steger Manufacturing Company closed this plant in 1922. In 1930 the D’ Amico 


~ Macaroni factory purchased the building and began making all types of spaghetti under 


\ A 


the name “Mama Mia” spaghetti and pasta. At their peak, approximately 150 people were 
employed. The D’Amico Company constructed a new building a half block south of this 
building and moved in the new building in 1970. This building is now Gooch Foods. 

After D’Amico moved from this huge brick building it became home to many small 
businesses. Tenants included Alma Sales, Exteriors of Time, Ryder Life-Lease Co., Wood 
Art Manufacturing Co., Steger Judo Club, John Connelly (a piano technician and 
rebuilder), a data processing firm, Reliance Printing, L & N Pet Supplies, an upholsterer, 
Carlson Scientific, and the editorial office of the Steger News. 

Tragedy struck in October 1974. Fire completely destroyed the building then known 
as the Steger Merchandise Mart, 3511 Chicago Road. The fire department fought the fire 
for several days. The death of Fire Chief Harold Hecht from a heart attack was attributed 
to the hours he spent fighting the fire. The loss of the fire chief and of all the businesses 
in the building was a great blow to the economy of Steger. 
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Circa 1939 


> 
D Amico factory employees. Upper row, left to right: Carmen Recupito, Velma Vitelli, 
Carlo DiTola, Angelo Bovara. Bottom row: Conchetta Lamparelli. 


id aE 
le aies working in the shipping room of the macaroni factory. From left to right: Marie 


Rucci, Louise Marcozzi, Minnie Graziani, Stella Pignotti, Jennie Giannetti, Theresa 
Panici, Vera DeRuccio, Edith Novelli, Mary Nirchi, Philamina Tieri, and Irma Neroni. 
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October 1974 - Firemen fighting fire at 3511 Chicago Road former piano factory 
and macaroni factory 
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The Center 


By Dolores Carlson Voigts 


Waat a wonderful place to have as you were growing up! Children and adults from 4 
Steger, Crete, and part of South Chicago Heights used the facilities including the library. 
During the depression years of the 1930’s, the federal government provided funds for “ 
a community center to be established in the empty two-story Columbia School building. 
Funds were also provided to staff the “Center”. 
The children and adults of Steger were able to enjoy a variety of activities: 
Crafts: Sewing, knitting, crocheting, were taught by Mrs. Rose Shephard. ’ 
Workshop: Woodworking was taught by Harold Fuller. Cabinetmaking . 
instruction was done by Harvey Larsen and Lawrence DiLorenzo. . 


Piano Lessons: Taught by Mrs. Shelby. - 
Tap and Ballroom Dance: Taught by Mrs. William Roe. - 
Acrobatics: Handstands, rings, trapeze, and mat work was taught by Joe Sells, F 
who was from a circus family. y 


Boy’s Athletics: Overseen by Herschel Cox and Charlie Larsen who also assisted - 

many with the making of large paper-mache masks (like they wear in the Mardi - 

Gras Parade). F 

Girls’ Baseball: Coached by Peewee Roesner and managed by Benny Manns. ‘ 

Library: This was an answer to many residents wishes. We were able to read 

books which would not have been available to us - such as GONE WITH THE > 

WIND and GRAPES OF WRATH. Mrs. Mary Schroeder was in charge of the 

library. 

Pre-School: A boon to mothers with little ones. Mrs. Rose Shepard was the 

teacher. Z 

Day Camp: In the summer, all who attended would meet at the “ Center” with E 

bagged lunches. We would walk to Sauk Trail and out to Schubert’s Grove under ~ 

the watchful eye of Herschel Cox, assisted by Mary Fazzini. We became known as . 

“Coxie’s Army”. At the grove we would be taught crafts, nature study, and take 

long hikes. This all was supervised by various staff members. 

The administrator for the “Center” was Joseph Madura. 

In addition to the above were horseshoe pits and tournaments on the west side of 3 
the building. Shuffleboard, marble competitions, ping pong tables, and checker tourna- 
ments were also part of what went on at the “Center”. There was a well equipped play- 
ground with swings, teetertotters, a slide, monkey bars, and in the middle a maypole. : 
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Dances for adults were held on the second floor in the double room. The “Center” also 
promoted decorated doll buggy and bicycle parades. Girl Scouts and many other groups 
used the building for a meeting place. At a time when families were struggling to put food 
on the table, the “Center” provided the diversion for children and adults alike that was so 
helpful. The children of Steger in that era were very fortunate, indeed. The camaraderie 
between them, while taking part in what the “Center” had to offer, was an enrichment they 
would not have had. 

Memories: I have recorded here and above memories of four sisters who practical- 
ly “lived” at the “Center” during these years. 

The building: An enclosed front entrance, so it would not be too cold in the winter. 
Once inside, you were really warm and cozy, unless you were near the very large win- 
dows. As a young girl the ceilings seemed so very high. After you entered and ascended 
the stairs to the first floor, you were greeted with a good sized hall, in the middle of which 
stood the water fountain. Cloak rooms were so large that they seemed bigger than some 
of today’s school washrooms. 

Activities: Doing rollovers on the first bar of (what we thought of as a giant) slide. 
Sliding down the outside funnel fire escape on waxed bread wrappers, then climbing up. 
Learning to swing between as many bars as possible on the monkey bars. Many a young- 
ster suffered from a broken arm from attempting this. 

Watching Sam Malvestuto box in a match at the “Center” and losing his trunks. 

Boys’ basketball being practiced on the west side of the building and playing their 
games at the Congregational Church. This was long before the Steger Congo team. 

Playing hopscotch and jacks in front of the building. 

My younger sister being carried on Herschel Cox’s shoulders on the long trek to Day 
Camp. 

At the “Center” we made many friends, learned new skills, and developed a variety 
of interests. Truly our lives were touched deeply and were greatly rewarded by being par- 


Page 129 


ee nen ee aqme | 


Circa 1930 - 47 East 34th Street 


ite inside view of Graziani’s Grocery Store is shown. This particular store was popu- 
lar with the Italian families as they featured many kinds of pasta. Notice the cabinets with 
all the various bulk noodles. The owners, Albert and Elvira Graziani are featured in the 
lower photo. Graziani’s Grocery Store was one of many Ma and Pa stores in Steger. At 
one time approximately 12 grocery stores were supported by the local people. Many fam- 
ilies did not own a car in those days so these neighborhood stores were very convenient 
for a housewife’s shopping needs. 


Page 130 


LA 


dls above photo was taken of Ruth Anderson (Mrs. Harry) on the day the first Steger 
Sweet Shop opened in 1936. This was located at 3332 Chicago Road. Mrs. Oliff Clarren 
(Mrs. Anderson’s Mother) had this building built in 1925 for lease to the A & P Co., which 
operated a grocery store here until they moved their business across the street in 1936. 
The Sweet Shop was in operation there until 1939 when she moved into the Steger 
First State Bank Building at the northeast corner of 34th & Chicago Road. She remained 
there until 1945 when she lost her lease. . 
The Sweet Shop was a meeting place for the young folk in town. They could play 
the jukebox and listen to music while they had their hot fudge sundaes or banana splits. 
The building was sold to Al Garillus who operated a tavern and pool room there until 
the VFW Post 8283 purchased it after the war. The VFW rebuilt this structure and con- 


structed the present VFW hall in 1955. 
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Circa 1934 - Photo of Jack Safiran and Marvin Walters 


alite above photo is of two young men in Civilian Conservation Corps uniforms in a 
Baraboo, Wisconsin camp. The Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) was organized imme- 
diately after the Great Depression to give young men work and a chance to earn a small 
salary to help their families. 

The corps was assigned all over the United States to make public walking trails, 
horse trails, roads, and build bridges. This work was done in the national parks, state 
parks, and national forests. Many worthwhile projects were completed by the Civil 
Conservation Corps which taught our youth how to work and kept them busy. 

Many Steger families had boys in the Civilian Conservation Corps. Sometimes two 
or three young men from one family were sent all around the country. 


Page 132 


CM MEPTETCERRY 


8 


Ve 


pe rere 


De Dese 


Ere pe ve dede order 


@,.¢ 


& 
K 


Oe en 


1938 Girls Basketball Champions! 


; ob Row (left to right): Anne Krause, Betty Reynolds, Laddie Kaufman, (Coach), Lois 
- Hartman, Minnie Graziani; Middle Row (left to right): Edna Ryan, Lorraine Shambo, 
- Isabelle Wolff, Veronica Jankoviak; Bottom Row (left to right): Helen Reynolds, Helen 
- Roesner and Dena Graziani. 
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Sines Merchants softball team are shown celebrating a victorious year in this 1939 
photo taken at a dinner at the home of team manager Russ Healy. Top row, left to right: 
Gene Salmen, Sam Malvestuto,Dominic Malvestuto, Sam Sassano, Wally Grutzius, Emil 
Zeman. Seated left to right: Don Hermann, Jake Shambo, Harold Hecht, Herschel Cox, 
Russell Healy, Al Gaurilus, Bob Diehl, Norman Noel, Earl Umland, and Bob Fries. 
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Millie’s Gift and Apparel Shop 


3405 CHICAGO RD. STEGER, ILLINOIS 
Air Conditioned tor your Comfort 


A camplete line of: 


WOMEN'S & CHILDREN'S APPAREL — LINGERIE & HOSIERY 


Name Brands: Exquisite Form 8rassieres — Playtex Girdles — Buster Brown — 
Lee Jeans — Alice of California Originals — Ship & Shore Blouses for 
Women and Children 


Store Hous: Open Monday, Thursday, & Friday evenings ‘til 9 P.M. 


: Ba Moore’s News Agency and Restaurant located at 3405 Chicago Road. Mr. Moore 
- did business here until the mid 1930’s. Ed Moore was the husband of Dr. Mary Brown 
- Moore, a long-time physician in Steger. In turn this shop became the location of “Larry’s 
- Barber Shop”, owned by Larry Paollelo. Next it was then “Angela’s Gift Shop”, owned 
_ by Angela Tocco from 1944-1947. At that time Mildred Waech Zeman purchased the 
inventory and developed “Millie’s Gift and Apparel Shop” from 1947 - 1958. 
In 1973 the entire block of buildings surrounding this location burned due to a fire 
originating at a disco (dancing hall) called “The Situation”, which was owned by Joe 
~ Schrementi. Today it is the site of the 7-Eleven store owned by Jack Knight. 
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Ip) beets and Michael Compratt owned this 11 acre nursery with boundaries on — 
McKinley to the North, Chicago Road to the East, Richton Road to the South and Emerald ~ 
Ave. to the West. They raised and propagated all their stock and were in business from 
1931 to 1987. Gradually portions of the property were sold for residential homes. On this 
site now facing Chicago Road, is the Lawrence Ricci Co. 
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NrAin Set 


(Location: 3412 Chicago Road) 


Scheer started this news agency in the 1930's and then it was sold to Don Hunt for a cou- 
ple of years and then to George Roesner. George sold magazines, papers, ice-cream, 
candy etc. In 1946 the Steger News Agency moved to 13th West 34th Street from 3412 
Chicago Road. The agency was owned by George Roesner. He and his family lived behind 
the store. In addition to selling various newspapers and magazines, he also sold ice-cream 
and penny candy. School lunch hour was always crowded with children getting two or | 


i 
Gre Roesner is pictured in front of his news agency in approximately 1946. Henry | 
. 


three cents worth of candy. Remember the flying saucers, red wax lips and black licorice 


record? 
A building was added next door and George Krause’s Barber Shop was located there. 


We have no photos of this building at the time. 
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Circa 1936 


Pp olice officers Ray Hickman and Eugene Fazzini in front of the Police kiosk at the _ 


>» 8.3 Wa we Bawe.we we wire wm Rw y ) TAA 


southwest corner of 34th and Chicago Road. This six-sided brick structure had a phone - 


for police communications and sheltered the traffic police from the cold. This structure 
was razed in 1961 when 34th Street was widened. 


a “ —— = Se 3 Ritasc o> 


1936 photo taken of 34th Street, looking West from the Railroad tracks 


Or the south side from left to right are Sperti’s Tavern, Sassano’s Barber Shop, Steger 
Theatre, Sperti’s Shoe Repair Shop with apartments upstairs, an apartment building, the 
Blatz tavern and the Steger Drug Store. On the north side of the street is the parking lot 
of the Steger Furniture Factory and the back of Hoitomt’s Tavern. 


Page 138 


‘i wee 


d 


Wt ee Pa Oey ef Yr 


VUy 


—— 


be Grover pes 


StleraMut BREAD’ 


3 f 
iS 

Rass 
“1 elie 

¢ a eC 

x YE aos 

“ye? 

i hae 


A part of national history - a Ma and Pa neighborhood grocery store. This particular 
store was added to the front of an existing house on the southeast corner of 34th and 
Florence Street by Martin and Minnie Waech in 1933. They lived behind the store in the 
existing home. The grocery and meat market was operated by Minnie Waech, an early ) 
female entrepreneur. 

The market was sold in 1940 to Bill and Helen Schroeder, the brother of Minnie 
Waech. Several other owners followed, and in 1946 the Sam Yocono family purchased 
the store. It was the neighborhood food market until 1967. The K&S video store is now 


at this site. 


Page 139 


= eee | 


A Steger Day photo taken at the southwest corner of 34th and Union. The Wilkening 
Gas Station is in the background. Leader of the Steger Day Celebration (about 1934) was 
World War I hero and resident of Steger, Captain John Thorndyke mounted on his horse. 
He was chosen to lead the parades because he was the highest ranking officer from Steger 
to serve in World War I. Presently this site still supports a gas station, Scott’s U-Save. 


] 9477 — Steger Day Parade marching down Chicago Road, just north of 34th Street. 
In the front row are Wendell Miller, Edward Schroeder, Robert Krause and Richard 
Bock Drill Squad leader, Wally Rose - 2nd row: John Skultety and Dutch Reynolds. 
In the background from left to right are the Steger Piano Factory, Koch Hardware, 
Kelly Hall with Mannels, the A & P Store, and Schrementi’s Liquor Store. 
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- | This was the float of the Steger A.C. Softballteam in the Homecoming Parade in 1936. 
~ | The driver was Mr. Alexander. Members of the band were Paul DeFrancesco, Mr. 

- | Gilkerson, John Gilkerson and ? Seated on the edge of the wagon were: 

- | Left to right, Bud Reynolds, Ray Pelock, George Piepenbrink, Elmer Pelock, 

- | and Max Schroeder. In the first row standing were, (left to right) Morgan Kyle, Dutch 
- | Reynolds, George Pelock, Earl Tierfke, and Francis Dold. Those behind are John 
Pelock, Sam Cellini and Ed Pelock. 


Bsa e ‘ ~ \ “4 ane a " a Le / 
1939 - Boy Scout Troop Marching In The Steger Day Parade 
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A 1936 photo of the A&P store next to Mannel’s Meat Market in Kelly Hall building. 
Remember the old A&P brand coffee grinder that was always by the check out counter? 
Pictured in the photo is clerk Pauline Rekau serving Grace Clarren. The clerk at the other 
checkout is Mildred Hanck De Greve. Others are unknown at this time. 

Kelly Hal! was built by Mr. Kelly in the 1890’s and many businesses were housed in 
this building before it was torn down in 1972. At one time there was a large dance floor 
and meeting room upstairs. Later, these were turned into apartments. Presently at this site 
is Harry’s New Town Restaurant and a shopping Center. 
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1939 WLS Barn Dance Show 
The W.L.S. Barn Dance show was an annual event looked forward to by many of citi- 


zens. It was always well attended and they also used some of our local talent. 


This one was held at Steger Central School. 
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BOWLING LEAGUE - TAKEN AT CHENARD’S BOWLING ALLEY Circa 1940 
Left to Right - Top Row: Ed Jasinski, Jack Chenard, Jerry Jurgenson, Santo Fazzini, 
Joe Vertucci, Eugene Fazzini - Third Row: Ed Niebling, Roy Middleton, Jerry 
Jurgenson, Glen Arbuthnot, Neno Cellini, Ray Warburton, Eddie Pezzute, Roy 
Peddycord, Bill Merrill, Chuck Kozub, Bob Johnson, and Joe Concialdi - Second Row: 


Donald Quenell, Cliff Trinary, Donald Johnson, Cosmo Ciarrocchi, Joe Cipolla, Pete C. 
Zerante. 

Front Row: (Unidentified) Melvin Farrar, Tony DeLorenzo, Emmet Gilkison, 

Chuck Schmidt, John DeFrancisco 
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KEEPSAKE DIAMONDS — WATCHES — CLOCKS 
WATCH REPAIRING 


Use our Lay-a-way 
STEGER'S ONLY JEWELRY STORE 
KAUFMAN JEWELRY 
HELEN & LADDIE 
3336 Chicago Road Steger, Illinois 
Phone SKyline 4-2298 


He and Laddie Kaufman pose in 
front of Kaufman’s Jewelry. They 
opened their jewelry business in their 
home on Emerald Avenue in 1941 and 
moved to 3336 Chicago Rd. in 195]. 
If you wanted to get a fine piece of 
jewelry you could always find it at 
Kaufman’s Jewelry. They also sold 
clocks. Laddie was a watch repairman f 
since 194]. The store closed its doors 

in November 1982 after 35 years in 

business. This location now has a 

printing shop. 


mes ne 


Allen “Laddie” Kaufman 


pictured inside his Jewelry store 
located at 3336 Chicago Road. 

. Laddie served as a member of 

= Steger District 194 School Board 
: for 25 years, and was awarded 
the “Those Who Excel” award. 
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En: Sass, a locksmith, began his business in Crete in 1941. In 1950 he added a small 
building (seen on the left) adjacent to his residence at 3001 Chicago Road to house his 
locksmith business. The old safe in front of his shop advertises his trade. This safe was 
purchased from the Henn Family and at the time it was located in the Steger Hotel. Notice 
the letter dated 1915 on the next page describing the changing of the combination. His 
son, Harvey Sass, eventually joined the business. Harvey now has a new building on this 
site and provides security products for all kinds of homes and businesses. 

(Bottom Photo) Elmer Sass’s residence, locksmith shop and the Red Lion Restaurant 
on the right which was built by the Scrementi Family in 1960. 
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ST.LOUIS 
Gold MI sue 


J.BAUM, 
Sole Proprietor. 


PHONES: 
OFFICE CANAL 3385 
RESIDENCE WEST 1868X. 


FIRE AND BURGLAR PROOF SAFES. INDESTRUCTIBLE 

i ROUND DOOR GROUND VALVE FIT, SOLID JAWS TISCO MAN- wii? 
__ 1904. g \ GANESE BURGLARIOUS PROOF BANKS, SAFES AND CHESTS. #” 

613-615-617-619-621-623-625 ! . Co) 

EAST FRONT ST. 5 a 


CABLE ADDRESS. BAUMSAFE 


RIGHT 


LEFT 


HIGHEST AWARD 
PANAMA PACIFIC INTERNATIONAL EXPOSITION 
- 1915S 
GOLD MEDAL 


Wir. Thos. Henn, 2ropr. 
Steger Hotel, 
Steger, Ill. 


Dear sir: 


ve have your favor of Dec. 13th, and in a4ccordence with 
your reque.:t we are enclosing herewith, duolicate combination 
instruetions for sefe hendle -L17036, on the rear page of which 
you will find full instructions for changing the combination. 


we would savige you when chanzing the combirtion, toa 
be very careful to see thet you @o0 30 @orrectly, and try the lock 
with the door open half e dozen times before loeckins same, so you 
are sure thet everythinz is e«11 right and there will be no danger 


of a lockout. 
Yours resoectfully, 


Li /ab Je BAUM SSPE BRC eeuRG: 


Tune. 
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Circa 1943 


J ack Chenard’s Bar and Bowling Alley (originally the Steger Hotel) was located east of 
the railroad tracks on the north side of 34th Street. As you can see many of his bowlers 
and customers were in the service at the time and sent him banners for the bar. In the 
photo from right to left: Tony Genzler, Shorty Godowic, Mike Dellasandro, Earl Sanders, 
Bill Martin, Ed Schroeder, Harry Anderson and Charles Kleist. Jack Chenard was in busi- 
ness from 1935 to 1949. The bowling alley was a very popular place. 
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Circa 1944. 


Bast Steger Road (34th St.) from Chicago Road. From left to right: the Steger Theatre, 
Sperti’s Shoe Repair, an apartment building, Blatz Tavern (owned by Leo Bory), the Owl 
Club (Bookies), Steger Drug Store and around the comer on the right hand side was Larry 
Paolella’s Barber Shop. The Graheck family operated the Steger Drug Store in the early 
20’s. In 1925, Dr. Brown Moore and her husband, Ed Moore, purchased the drug store 
and was in business there until 1948. It was then sold to Frank Kinney. Kinney had it for 
a number of years and sold it to Omar Stone in the late 1950’s. Young men treated their 
dates to an ice cream soda or a huge 25 cent banana split. Many remember the soda foun- 
tain and the cherry phosphates! Joe Scrementi purchased the building in 1968 and that 
corner had a disco, The Situation. The building burned in 1970. 

Leo Bory’s Blatz Tavern location was previously rented to Al Gaurell who had a pool 
room there. Bory purchased the building in 1944 and was in business there until the build- 
ing burned. 

Sperti’s Shoe Repair was in business for many years. John Armellino continued the 
shoe repair business when Sperti retired, The Ow] Club was formerly occupied by 


Hartmann’s Food Store. 
This whole area is now occupied by Party Liquors, Baskin Robbins, Numero Uno 


Pizza and the 7-Eleven Store. 
The small photo to the right shows the police kiosk on the southwest corner of 34th 
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Steger - Men and Women in the Service - World War II 


EUGENE J. ABRAHAM 
MELVIN ACKERMAN 
RAY D. ADAMS 
SEARON L. ADAMS 
VICTOR M. ADAMS 
ROBERT W. ALEXANDER 
ALBERT E. ANDERSON 
DONALD R. ANDERSON 
ROBERT M. ANDERSON 
RAYMOND J. APKING 
ALBERT ARMELLINO 
JOHN J. ARMELLINO 
HERMAN F. ARNHOLZ 
FRED AXELSON 

ALLEN BALLARD 

JANE BALLARD 

JOHN A. BALLARD 
ROBERT BALLARD 
FRANK J. BARNES 
JEAN BEESON 


JOSEPH L., BERCHEM 
MATTHEW BERCHEM 
JULIUS J. BIANCONI 
LOUIS J. BIANCON! 
SHERMAN BLANCHARD 
JOSEPH BLANKENBERGER 
HARRY BOHN 
PHILIPPE BOEHM 
ANTHONY BARON 
RUSSELL H. BOETTGER 
JOSEPH BORYSIEWICZ 
HENRY BUNTE 
KENNETH BUSHER 
ROY BUSHER 
RAYMOND J, BUTZ 
ANGELO BOVARA 
EDWIN M. BOUDREAU 
BLAINE F. BRITT 
RAYMOND L. BOVARA 
CHARLES E BOWN 
ALBERT £. BEHLKE 
WESLEY W. BOUDREAU 
GEORGE J. BUTTELL 
ANTHONY BOVARA 
MARTIN BUCHHOLZ 
LILBURN BURGESS 
CARL BOLAND 
MAURICE BRIGGS 
RUSSELL A. BAKKEN 
SAM BEECHO 

ALBERT CADY 
CATHERINE CRAIG 
JACK CLAUSEN 
WARREN CARROLL 
ARMONDO CIARLO 
MIKE T. CIARLO 
ANGELO CIPOLLA 
DAVID CLARK 

CARL F. COFFELT 
RICHARD M. COMBS 
ROSERT L. COMBS 
MICHAEL COMPRATT 
HERSCHEL COX 
ROBERT CONSIDINE 
EDWARD P. COSTELLO 
RUSSELL COX 

IRA CADY 

JAMES £. CRAIG 
EARL CRAVEN 
ORVILLE CURRIER 
VIRGIL B. DANDURAND 
EUGENE DAVIS 


FRANCIS DE FRANCESCO 
TONY F. DE FRANCESCO 
JACK G. DE PASQUALE 
ROBERT R. DELKUS 
VAUGHN E£. DELKUS 
CARL E. DIEHL 

RALPH O. DIEHL 
ROBERT H. DIEHL 
ALBERT B. DILLMAN 
JAMES D. DODGE 
CLIFFORD J. DOWNEY 
MARLIN K. DOWNEY 
ROBERT K. DOWNEY 
WARREN DRABEN 
MARVIN F. DUBELBEIS 
MATTHEW N. DUDEK 
STEPHEN J. DUNN 
WILLIAM DURHAM 
WILLARD DURHAM 
FRANK G. DURISH 
JOHN DURISH, JR. 
KENNETH G. EIB 

PAUL E. ENGSTRAND 
ERWIN H. EKHOFF 
GEORGE L. ELLIS 

JAMES W. ENGELHARDT 
RALPH H. ENZWEILER 


MICHAEL EVANOWSKI 
ANTHONY J. FAZZINI 
EUGENE G. FAZZINI 
ROBERT A. FISCHER 
L. FULLER 

JOSEPH D. GANSEN 
ALBERT C, GENZLER 
EDWARD H. GAST 
CHARLES A. GENZLER, JR. 
JOHN GILKISON 
RICHARD GOODWIN 
JAMES R. GODOWIC 
JOSEPH GRAZIANA 
TONY GRAZIANA 
JOHN GRABIN 

ALFRED GRAZIANI 
AUGUST H. GRAZIANI 
ERNEST GRAZIANI 
GEORGE GRAZIANI 
HENRY C. GRAZIANI 
CLYDE R. GRAY 
CLARENCE GRAY 
JOSEPH GREEN 

NEIL B. GREIG, JR. 
KENNETH R. GRIGGS 
PAUL G. GRUNST 
WALTER M. GRUTZIUS 
LEONARD GRUBERMAN 
HARRY A. GRUBERMAN 
ROY W. GUSTAFSON 
RAYMOND HALL: 
RICHARD L. HANK 
LAWRENCE HANDLEY 
MILTON J. HARBES 
STAMATIAS HARBES 
RICHARD HART 
HENRY J. HARTMANN 
LOUIS W. HAYES 
CARL H. HAYES, JR. 
MURAL HENSLEY 
NORMAN L. HEINZ 
WILLIAM HENTSCHELL 
JULIUS E. HEFT 

OTTO D. HINKLEY, JR. 
GUSTAV E. HOLTZ 


none & aN 
ORLANDO 

ARTHUR S. JANKOVIAK 
PAUL JARMOTZ 
EDWARD JASINSKI 
JOSEPH H. JENKINS 
PETER JENKINS 

PHILIP L. JENKINS 
FRANKLIN £. JOHNSON 
HARRY W. JOHNSON 
EDWARD L. JOHNSON 
LINDY JOHNSON 
ORVAL JOHNSON 
ROBERT F. JOHNSON 
KENNETH J. JOHNSTON 


LEONARD GRUBBERMAN 
RAYMOND HALL 
RICHARD HART 
MURL HENSLEY 
WM. HENTSCHELL 
PAUL JARMOTZ 
PETER JENKINS 
LINDY JOHNSON 
FRANK KINDL 
EDWARD MARTIN 
ARTHUR MERTENS 
PETER METZGER 
WM. MITCHELL 

LEE ONOFRIO 
JAMES PALLO 

NICK PARADISO 
CLARENCE PIERCEALL 
HAROLD PIECEALL 
RICHARD PIERS!NG 
KENNETH PrAFF 
CARMEN RECUPITO 
KENNETH REYNOLDS 
JOSEPH RASA 

M. RCSS 

w. J. RUSSELL 
GILBERT RUST 
ROBERT SASS 

EDW. SENGSTOCK 
CLARENCE SHANE 
EARL SIEG:L 
JOSEPH SPIELER 
HERBERT STEPHENS 
WM. STEMEEL 
GROVER THEMER 
PAUL TIERI 

EDW. VEHRS 
WENTON WICKERTS 
ERNEST WHITSELL 
STANLEY ZAWASKAS 
TONY KOZUB 

JEAN BEESON 

JANE BALLAD 


ALMA SENGSTOCK 
DAVID CLARK 

EARL CRAVEN 
HAROLD SENGSTOCK 
ARTHUR COMPRATT 
VERNON COLLIGNON 
JAMES OWENS 

JACK OWENS 
CLYDE BUCKNER 
GUY 8. HOUSE 

JOE GRADDOCK 
ORAL BROCKMAN 
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GILBERT RUST 

Ww. J. RUSSELL 

EARL W. RUDIN 
WILBUR E. RUTKOWSKI 
JAMES RUWALDT 
GEORGE RYAN 

JACK SAFIRAN 
RICHARD SALMEN 
GENE SALMEN 
ROBERT SASS 

ALFRED SASSANO 
MICHAEL S. SASSANO 
GEORGE W. SCHEIMAN 
FRANCIS A. SCHIMMEK 
FRED J. SCHINDLER 
HOWARD C. SCHINDLER 
WILBUR A, SCHROEDER 
ROY C. SCHUMACHER 
LORRAINE SCHROEDER 
ARNOLD A. SCHWEER 
MAX SCHROETER 
WALTER G. SCHULTZ 
ROBERT J. SCHMIDT 
PETER SCHEIDT, JR. 
HAROLD SEIFERT 
ELMER A. SIEFERT 
ALMA SENGSTOCK 
EDWARD SENGSTOCK 
HAROLD SENGSTOCK 
WERNER SENGSTOCK 
EARL SIEGEL 

JOSEPH SPIELER 
EDWASD SPIELER 
ELMER SPIELER 
RAYMOND SPIELER 
CLANENCE SHANE 
ART J. SHAMBO, JR. 
EDWARD A. SHANE 
RAYMOND A. SHEPARD 
HERMAN SHUTTS, JR. 
MIKE SHUTTS 
ANTHONY D. SEME 
HAROLD M. SHAW 
LAWRENCE |. SMITH 
GEORGE J. SNOPKO 
GEORGE SKRANDELL 
WILLIAM STEMBEL 
HERBERT STEPHENS 
RAYMONR D, STOW 
WILLIAM A. STEIN 
ROLAND F. STEIN 
DONALD STRANDBERG 
WALTER L. STOW ~* 
CHESTER STASZAK 
HARRY J. STASZAK 
DOMINIC STASZAK 
WILLIAM N. STILTS 
WILLIAM H. STARKEY 
ALBERT H. STALLINGS 
ERWIN H. SOPHER 
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ULtLis 


WEEP RUSSELL BROCKMAN 
~ CHARLES BROCKMAN 
Wp OTTO TEVERBAUGH 


JOHN WENK 
HENRY O. BOETTGER, JR. 
JAMES F, BARNES, JR. 
ODIE REED 
__ CHARLES REED 
FRANK REED 
” FRED REED 
THEO. STOSZKUS 
VINCENT A. STOSZKUS 
> SAM SASSANO 
MP JAMES SASSANO 
~, MIKE SHAMBO 
my EDW. SCHRANZ 
EDW. ROCHE 
gum BROCK SPENCER 
~ FRANCIS SCHIMMER 
_ BONNIE SHAMBO 
| JOHN BELLAMY, JR. 
> FERDINAND FICCO 
RONALD G. PEARSON 
- POMPILO FOGLIETTA 
EDW. SCHROEDER 
ROBERT BERCHEM 
PETER CIARLO 
ELWOOD HENDERSON 
A. HENDERSON 
~ MERLE P. DRABEN 
~ MELVILLE FRENCH 
. NEVILLE FRENCH 
~ MAYNARD MAROSS 
_ C. KEMP 
_ JOS. SNOY 
STEPHEN NOVAK 
— WALTER NOVAK 
WILLIAN GAYNOR 
= MARVIN DANDURAND 
- RICHARD M. YOUNG 
. ERNEST ANDERSON 
- VIRGEL HILGERMAN 
ARTHUR JOPLIN 
~ EDW. KUTEMEYER 
ROBERT DAVIS 
THOMAS DEAN 
CHARLES DILLON 
— EMIL ZEMAN 
- WILLIAM ZEMAN 
= PETER D. ZERANTE 
THOMAS E. ZILLIGEN 
ALBERT A. ZAMAROCY, JR. 
DOMINIC ALESSANDRINI 
FDWARD FRANZ 
— HAROLD HEDGER 
CLARENCE MICHAELS 
= GUS CONSTANTINO 
JAMES P. KLEIN 
_ JACK MOREY 
EDWARD VOIGTS, JR. 
GEORGE CHENARD, JR. 


wd 


EDWARD F. JOYCE 
FRANCIS JOYCE, JR. 
GEORGE L. KEELER 
FRANK KINDL 
WILLIAM A. KIRKPATRICK 
WILLIAM H. KLINKER 
LEROY F. GOELER 
TONY KOZUB 

GEORGE H. KRAUSE 
ROBERT L. KRAUS 
WARREN E. KAUFMAN 
ELMER KEMP 

EUGENE E. KING 
DONALD M. KLOSS 
MICHAEL KLOSS, JR. 
FRANCIS E. KOENIGSMAN 
JOSEPH J. KOLNIK 
PETER P. KOLNIK 
ALAN J. KRAEMER 
CHARLES S. KUBANCEK 
KENNETH R. KUNDE 
ROBERT A. KYLE 
JOSEPH KUBANCEK 
GERALD KRAUS 

FLOYD D. LANGFORD 
CHARLES O. LAWRENCE 
CLIFFORD N. LIEN 
MAURICE L. LIEN 
RICHARD A. LOBUE 
JOHN H. MACK 
RONALD W. MADSEN 
DONALD MADSEN 
WILLIAM J. MADURA 
EARL H. MANNEL 
EARL MANNS 
BERNARD MANNS 
ERICH MANTHEY 
HEINZ MANTHEY 
FREDERICK J. MARCOTTE 
AUGUST G. MAROSS 
EDWARD MARTIN 
PAUL MARTIN 

ARTHUR MARTIN 

LEON W. MERTONS 
EARL MATTHEWS 
DONALD E£. McKEE 
PETER P. METZGER 
CLARENCE £. METCALFE 
FRANK A. MICHORSKI 
OWEN €£. MILLER 
ROBERT MILLER 

JACK R. MILLER 
WENDELL MILLER 
WILLARD MILLER 
JOSEPH C. MICHELINI 
EDWARD F. MITCHELL 
WILLIAM MITCHELL 
ROBERT O. MYERS 
FRANCIS R. MORRIS 
RAYMOND NASIATKA 
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MELIO L. NAPOLITANO 
FRANK J. NASIATKA 
WILLIAM J. NASIATKA, JR. 
JOSEPH R. NEWBERRY 
ROBERT D. -NEWQUIST 
WALTER NEWQUIST, JR. 
CLARENCE NOEL 
NORMAN J. NOEL 
FRANCIS G. NIEBLING 
BOYD H. O’CONNELL 
CECIL P. ODOM 
LAVERN O. ONOFRIO 
JAMES ORR 

ROLLIN ORR 

ALBERT H. OSBORNE 
NORMAN E. OSBORNE 
ROBERT M. OWENS 
LEE ONOFRIO 

JAMES PALLO 

NICK PARADISO 
ALBERT PATREVITO 
JAMES PATREVITO 
CARMEN A. PAOLELLA 
EDWARD N. PELOCK 
JOHN P. PELOCK 
NORMAN W. PETERS 
REUBEN H. PETERS 
EDWARD J. PEZZUTE 
KENNETH PFAFF 
CLARENCE PIERCEALL 
HAROLD PIERCEALL 
ARTHUR W. PIEPENBRINK 
RICHARD PIERSING 
JAMES A, PIACENTINI 
RALPH POLETTA 
DONALD £—. QUENELL 
WILLIAM QUINN, JR. 
CARMEN RECUPITO 
EDWARD L. REAL, JR. 
GARELD |!. REEDER 
HARLAN H. REEDER 
ELMER G. REKAU 
WILBUR R. -REKAU 
JAMES L. REYNOLDS 
KENNETH REYNOLDS 
RALPH REYNOLDS, JR. 
ROLLIN R. RITCHIE 
ARTHUR W. ROESNER 
FERDINAND L. ROHR 
STANLEY J. ROMEROWICZ 
LUCIAN A. ROMONO 
JOSEPH ROSA 

M. ROSS 

BRUCE ROSONE 
DONALD |. ROSS 

FRED S. ROSSI 

JOHN G. ROSSI 
GEORGE P. ROWLEY 
ALBERT F. RUST 


Steger - Men and Women in the Service - World War Il 


DELLNER O. SOPHER 
HERBERT R. SMITH 
HERMAN L. SPERTI 
JOHN E. SWEENEY 
DANIEL J. SWEENEY 
JOSEPH SKULTETY 
FRANK TAMBRINI 
STEPPHAN TARR, JR. 
CHARLES W. TATTERSALL 
GROVER THEMER 

JACK THOMAS 
WARREN B. THORNDYKE 
PAUL TIERI 

EARL TEIFKE 

WILLIAM H. TOWNE 
ALEX TAMBRINI, JR. 
MATTHEW J. UBRASZEWSKI 
EDWARD VEHRS 
WALLACE E. VEHRS 
ANTHONY D. VERTUCCI 
FRANK VOLLATTORNI 
CLARENCE G. VON BERGE 
MARVIN L. WALTERS 
RAYMOND H. WALTERS 
ERNEST WHITESELL 
WENTON WICHERTS 
WALTER G. WEIBKE 
EUGENE WITT 
HERMAN WENZEL 
HARRY G. WILLETT 
WILLIAM R. WILLETT 
CARP YUSKEVICH 
CHARLES YUSKEVICH 
NICK YUSKEVICH 
TONY YUSKEVICH 
STANLEY ZAWASKAS 
EDWARD ZEMAN 
JERRY ZEMAN 

JOHN A BALLARD 
MATTHEW BERCHEM 
JOS. BLANKENBERGER 
SHERMAN BLANCHARD 
HARRY BOHN 

HENRY BUNTE 
KENNETH BUSHER 
ROY BUSHER 

ALBERT CADY 

JACK CLAUSEN 
HERSHEL COX 

RUSSELL COX 

ORVILLE CURRIER 
WARREN DRABEN 
WILLARD DURHAM 
WILLIAM DURHAM 

L. FULLER 

CLARENCE GRAY 

JOS. GRAZIANA 

TONY GRAZIANA 
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Circa 1944 - Henry Scheer’s News Agency - 3412 Chicago Road 
Front Row: (L. to R.) Jack DePasquale, Dominic Napolitano, Santo Fazzini, Melo . 
Napolitano, John Nirchi, Nick Graziani, Francis Shimmik, Henry Scheer, and Mike > 
Sassano. Back Row: George Krause, George Graziani, Eddie Chicumbolo. 
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1945 Grand Opening of Hartman’s IGA Grocery Store 
From left to right: Ella Hartmann, Henry Hartman, Sr., Mrs. Greig, Mrs. Martin Hecht. 


Elaine Flickinger, Mrs. Flickinger, and Mrs. Bell 
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a ADMISSION {S FREE FOR THIS VALUS SPREE 


1945 Grand Opening of Hartman’s IGA Grocery Store 
From left to right: Mrs. Anna Metzger, (four unidentified children), Wilma Royer, 
(unidentified boy), Mrs. William Henn, Mrs. Paul Priebe, Lois Schroeder Baxter, 
Harry Cole in back of counter. H.J. Hartmann is on the right tipping his hat J 
to the customers. Others are unidentified 
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Circa 1944 - Henry Scheer’s News Agency - 3412 Chicago Road. 


Ble Scheer operated this news agency from the early °30’s until approximately 1940. 
Mildred Kuetemeyer is the clerk and Buddy Maciariello is the customer facing the cam- 
era. Besides selling magazines and newspapers, they also sold cigarettes, tobacco, ice 
cream, candies, and served coffee and sandwiches. The business was sold to Don Hunt, 
who in turn sold it to George Roesner after approximately one and one half years. Most 


recently at this site was a guitar store. 
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Top Photo 


Marvel Bakery was opened January 10, 1948 by Carmen and Bernice Recupito and 

Salvatore and Leondina Recupito. Carmen originally wanted to start an electrical busi- 
- ness but after riding around Steger, he noticed there wasn’t a bakery. Carmen was a baker 

in the Army and with this experience, he opened Marvel Bakery with his father. He chose 

the name Marvell to represent his “Marvell-ous” baked goods. Pictured in the photo are 

clerks Lillian lafallo and Evelyn Krueger. 

Bottom Photo 

This photo shows the back of Marvell Bakery. Pictured is Carmen Recupito loading his 

red, 1950 Chevy Truck. Carmen had a delivery route to homes in Park Forest, Steger and 

Chicago Heights. Rolls were 49 cents a dozen and white bread 10 cents a loaf. 
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: Tire above photo is a grocery and meat market in the Kelly building in the 3300 block \ 
- of Chicago Road. The market was run by Herman Mannel until 1930. Then Leonard 
~ Mannel took it over from his brother and operated the store unti] 1955. Picture here with 
- Leonard Mannel is Bill Royer, his young helper. After 1955, Julius Oertle took charge of 
- the meat market. The building was razed in 1973. Presently at the site is Harry's New 


- Town Restaurant and a shopping plaza. 


Ck Alice Giebel waiting on Ruth Anderson with Leonard Mannel looking on in his 
newly remodeled store in 1945. 
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Circa 1946 - Bowling League at Kunde's Bowling Alleys 


Bottom Row: George Roesner, Dutch Reynolds, Don Moore, Henry Boettger, 
(Unidentified)George Kunde, John Berchem, (Unidentified) Chuck Schmidt 


OO APTTAAA 


Second Row: Henry Buchholz, Mr. Fox, Matt Blankenberger, Otto Neitzel, Albert : 
Stein, (Unidentified), Ralph Malvestuto, Alan Kaufman, (Unidentified), Unidentified), — 
Unidentified), Nunzio Malvestuto, Dominick Malvestuto, Ed Kunde, Walton Allgood, ~ 


Maynard Priebe; Third Row: Mr. Cooper, Melvin Schultz, Frank DeFrancisco, 


John DeFrancisco, Dick Luering, (Unidentified), (Unidentified), Stanley Rutkowski ~ 


Fourth Row: Pete Scheidt, (Unidentified), (Unidentified), Chuck Draben, Don Anderson, 
Bob Newquist, Ed Loomis, Martin Buchholz, Wally Skyrezena, Gill Taylor, Erwin 


Hecht, Barney Becker, Ed Schroeder, (Unidentified), Donald Fox, Jim Kaufman, Ed 
Pezzute 


Top Row: Jerry Jurgenson, Erwin Hank, Eddie Voights 
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= Ah. new Steger Cleaners and Clothiers business was opened in February 1948 at 3308 
- Chicago Road. The business was operated by Mr. Nick Sperti, a well known Steger tailor. 
- The establishment dealt in cleaning and pressing of men's and Jadie's clothing as well as 
- the retail sales of men's ready-to-wear apparel. Nick Sperti's son, Herman, now operates 


- this business. 
’ In the early 1950's Herman Sperti built an addition to the south of his store for the 


_ new location of Hartmann's Food Mart. 
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ome of the Steger Cleaners and Clothiers!" t LAST WEEK 


NEW 


TRE BEAUTIFUL 
QUILDING Pletured above is the 
home of Slexer's mont modern} 


stor: — STEGER CLEANERS 
and CLOTIVIERS located at 3308 
Chizago Road. 

y, 


“The business ix operated by Mr, 
a ick Spert!, well known Steger 

‘tailor, The new establishment will 
ie deal in cleaning 
Fe ‘Men's and 


and pressing, 
Indiew’ tailored suits, 
and men'a ready to wear appare] 


MAO OOOR EERO OS 


REV. REDLIN 
GIVES 
LAST 


OF CRETE 
SERMON “HERE 


Outre > Boe 


‘Ihe Reverend G, Redlin, pastor 
of the Zion Lutheran Church of 
Grete dejivereg the sermon ¢n- 
utled “Tea Woman Who Dreamed 
About Jesus" at the Lenten devot> 
ion services held at the Lnmanuel 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
Steger Jast Wednesday evening. 

‘The service wos a regular mid- 
week Lenten service held cach 
week of the Lenten season at tho 
chuich, 


GUESTS FROM NEW. 
LENNOX, ILL. HERE 


Mr, and Mrs, Henry Rekau of 
Florence Avenue entertained Mr. 
and Mrs. Leonard Anderson ond 
family of New Lennox, Hl, Sunday 


ENTERTAIN SUNDAY 


* |OBSERVE 


WEDNESDAY 


H 

| 
| 
|.{ 


MR. 


NICK SPERTI 


WEDDING, 
ANNIVERSARY 

Mr. nnd Mrs, Edward Becker of 
3446 Bhillips Avenye are eclebrat- 
ing ie tenth wedding anniver: 
nary , Feb. 20,1948. 


t 


MEN'S CLUB MBETS 
ay “Ja woe 


The Men's Club of tho Immanuel 
Lutheran Church met ast Monday 
night at 7:30 at the church hall 
{for their regular .mecting, 


FRIEND SURPRISE, 
|STARKEYS WITH PARTY 
ON ANNIVERSARY 


« 

More than thirty friends and 
guests gathered at the Starkey 
home, Jast Saturday cvening to 
aurpriso Mr. and Mfrs, Alfred 
Starkey on their seventh wedding 
anniversary, 
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For Sale 


For Sale: 4 Room and Bat! 


| 

i| 

a 

| Full Basement, Furnace, 
Laundry Tubs - 2 Lots or 

Hiskscy. in Steger, for 

$7,500, Call Joseph Ledous 

3700 Chgo. Rd. - Ph. 4379 


| Look for a Full Page Tame 


| Strips Every Week in the Sen- 
itinel, Beginning Next Week. 


GET SET FOR 
ASTER 


Be Sure You Have Your 
Appointment Made Early 
For Easter - Easter is Ear 


a This Year MARCH 23 


aw 
STEGER CATHOLIC 
“ ENTERTAINS SEWING YOUTH INVITED TO 
ST. AGNES MEETINGS 


Mrs, 
Avense entertaine! het 
club on Thursday afternoon, 
hostess is Mrs. Frank Wojcik, 


Nick Alnruce! of Fiavence x a 
All Catholic Youth ih Sleger 


und vicinkty over 18 yearg old are 
invited to join the fun and activi- 
ties of the meetingy and socialx 


-INELDA CRAIG WED "ld in the “Golden Glow Room” 
TO DICK PRICE of St, Agnes rectory yponsored by 
ee the Young I'eople's Club of St 


Agnes Church, Maric Koensgeman, 
wuMlss Nelda Craig, daughter of .secretary of the organization sta- 
ted carly this week. 


Mr. and Mra. Martin Craig of 
) |) Sangamon Strees, beenme the 
bride of Mr, Richard Price, son uf 
Wm, G. 


The group js planning on o qalit 
St. Patrick’, Doy party to be held 
at the St, Agnes Hall in Chicaga 
Heights on March 17, Guests frora 
Rev Edwin Gomke of the Con- | Harvey, Blue Island, Midlothian, 
gregational Glau performed the Kankakee ani Riverdale will 


Mr. and Mrs, 
Gary, Ind. . 


Price of 


wedding, 


Sponsored By STEGER CONGOS | 


Saturday, 


MAR, 20 


NEW 
{Bloom Gym 


TICKETS ON SALE AT: 
HARTMANN’S 


—$—_____ 


SUPER 


Advertisement Announcing the Opening of Steger Cleaners and Clothiers 
As it Appeared in the Steger Sentinel on Feb 26, 1948 
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Circa 1939 - Donkey Game 


é This photo was taken north of the Steger factory at one of several baseball fields in the 
- village. Sponsored by the Kiwanis Club to make money for the children, the businessmen 
_ on donkeys played against the young baseball players. A hilarious time was had by all. 


Businessmen pictured on donkeys, (L to R) Herman Sperti, Bales, Louie Sassano, the bar- 


- ber standing next to him, Larry Paolella, Leonard Mannel, and Art Jankoviak. You may 
- remember some of the young baseball players. The ball was pitched to one of the busi- 


Ves 


nessmen and, if he hit it, he had to climb on the donkey and race to first base! 
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1 he Wozny Travel building located at 3135 Chicago Road was originally built in 1949. 
The garage building at the rear housed the printing shop where The Steger Sentinel, was 


~ 
- 
= 
= 
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published. Started by John Wozny in 1947, the town newspaper continued for three years. - 

The Steger Sentinel was discontinued in 1950 and the Wozny family operated a tax - 
preparation and accounting service out of the front building. An office was added in 1957 | 
and in 1962 the living quarters were moved to the upper story addition to the original _ 


building, leaving the downstair's portion completely for office space. In 1968 another 


addition enlarged the building further in order to house the offices of Wozny Travel, which ? 
was opened in June of 1968. Today, the Wozny family still operates the travel agency, tax ic 
preparation service, and notary service. John Wozny is the author of a two volume histo- 
ry of the Polish pioneers in Chicago Heights, Growing Up Polish - Volume I and I; and — 


has written a biography of John V. Steger, Steger, The Man and His Town. 
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We | Pie | 
Is Not “Merely A_ Business 


IT'S STEGER‘S UN-OFFICIAL HISTORIAN 


She History Steger Ia In The Sentmel 


Throughout the years the newspaper has been the only factual recorder 
| of life in its community - be if the metropplitan areas of big cities or 
. |) the serene life of sma towns. Through the newspapers the record of 
‘ya community's.growth is kept with the writing of the local editor and his 

‘| ¢staff. Generations are recorded in their order by the small notices thnt 
/appear in each edilion. 


Ench edition is a chapter in the history of the community! So the 
SENTINEL has embarked on the job of becoming Steger’s historian, so 
that.the readers of today can keep a:scrap book of the events about them 
_ by referring to-the pages of the SENTINEL! 

Every item printed in the SENTINEL becomes part of Steger's his- 
(ory. The local news notices, the slorles on civic affairs, even the ads 
become a part of the history of our times because all these contribute ta 
the recording of the fashions, manners, and morals of our day! 


| (his is another public service that the SENTINEL renders to its com- 
mynity aside from being a business! 


|STEGER NEWS - COMICS - SPORTS - FEATURES 


PPIPPPPP PPP PPP PPP DDD 


’ Subscribe Now 
ss '. $1,008 per yr. : 
MAIL TO: _ STEGER . SENTINEL 
a P20) BOX a s i ; Sreoemwints 
- 212 ae petit of 
P : Or Pay At. : City. 
STEGER | NEWS 


AGENCY. ~ 


" “"S FILL’[OUT BLANK» ON RIGHT 


& 
“a 


SSuyy 


A Page Promoting Subscriptions to the Steger Sentinel - April 9, 1948 
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1948 Basketball Team from Central School 


Ih the photo from left to right are: James Patton, Superintendent of Schools, Bob Heinz, . 
David Odom, Hank Schultz, Tom Neal, Roger Ternery. Lower row: Don Moore, Clark _ 
Cookingham, Clarence Lane and Art Collins. Bob Collins is in front. 
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ise Piacentini is shown standing in front of the drug store he opened in September 
- 1945. This was the former bank building on the northwest corner of Chicago Road and 
34th Street. The post office had the north part of the building and Dr. Charles Baer had 
his offices facing 34th Street. In 1951 the post office moved to 15 west 34th Street. 
- Herman's Prescription was enlarged. A few years later Dr. Baer moved out and the store 
was enlarged again. Herman had a thriving business until the store was closed in 1988. 
Herman Piacentini was elected Village Trustee in 1943. He served as trustee until 
Village President Eugene Smith passed away in 1948, when Herman was appointed to 
serve the remainder of Smith's term. He was re-elected as Village President and served 
. until 1957. Herman sponsored many sports teams, was active in many organizations, and 
was elected Citizen of the Year in 1979. He died in 1988. 
Presently the building contains three businesses: a card novelty shop, a baseball trad- 


ing shop and a gift shop. 
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a Steger Day photo showing a Steger Products float. This float carried a child's jeep that< 
was manufactured there. Various childrens’ toys such as wagons, trucks, helicopters with« 
pedals, and table and chair sets were among the products manufactured at the plant. The 


factory also produced kitchen cabinets, windows, radio cabinets and other products made... 
of wood. 


a : = 
ee RGD TE STECER 


Saal 


Circa 1957 F 
Another Steger Day photo of a float from Herman's Prescription Shop, going north 

on Chicago Road, south of 34th Street. Buildings in the background are the Steger 

Launderette, Robert M. Steger Real Estate and Insurance office, and Hecht Shoe Store. 
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The downtown area of Steger in 1964 


Sisesiae from left to right: Fazzini's Pool Room. It was later occupied by The Gift Shop 
operated by Judy Gess. Judge King had his offices at this site in the twenties and into the 
fifties. He was the only Justice of the Peace in Steger. His wife Marion King was a teacher 
in School District 194 for forty years or more and is fondly remembered by many of her 
former pupils. Gess 5 and 10 Cent Store (formerly Hartmann's Grocery Store), was in the 
next building, then Augie Mann's Tavern which later became the Dixie Tavern. Crossing 
34th street: Herman's Prescription Shop is on the corner, next is Kaufman's Jewelry Store, 
Attorney George Butell's office, and the Steger V.F.W. building. Coming south on the right 
hand side: the Steger Manufacturing Company (formerly Steger Piano Company), Oertle's 
Meat Market (formerly Mannel's Meat Market), Berchem and Van Cure Upholstery Shop, 
and Scrementi's Liquor Store and Restaurant. Across 34th Street: on the corner is the 
Steger Rexall Drug Store, and at the right hand side of the photo is Millie's Apparel Shop. 
Next to Millie's Apparel Shop (not in the photo) was the Steger Launderette. 
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J oe and Julie Zagone opened the Steger Flower Shop at 3210 Chicago Road in September 
of 1951. They have been "Saying it with Flowers" ever since. Joe Zagone and his wife 
were very active in civic affairs in the village. Joe has been an active member of the 
Steger Kiwanis Club ever since coming to Steger. He has been an avid financial support- 
er of Steger Little League, offering sponsorship for nearly 30 years. He has provided the 
community with flowers for weddings, funerals and special occasions for many years. He 
retired in 1994 and his son, Joe Jr. is now the proprietor of the Steger Flower Shop. 
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; Circa 1950 


: Dovis building was historically known as the Crown Hotel. In the 1950's Novelle Barnett 
and his wife, Blanche Henn Barnett remodeled the lower floor for an auto parts store and 

- Variety store. The upper floors still had rooms to let. The variety store had clothing, gifts 

- and other items that a ‘‘5 and !0 cent store” had in that era. 

“ This building was razed in the 1980's. The Village of Steger received Community 

_ Block Grant funds to purchase the building and demolish it so that the new Steger 

- Commons Commercial area could be built. 
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ale Dari Whip, located at Chicago Road and 32nd Street opened in 1955 by Joseph Fik. - 
This is a very popular place in the summer. The business is now owned by Hugo Caffarini. - 


< 


= 


Tween es oe 


~ 


re from the Dari Whip, on the southwest corner of Chicago Road and 32nd Street ~ 
was a Supreme Gas Station. Chuck Taylor owned it in the 1940's. This site is now occu-~ 
pied by Guaranteed Muffler & Brake Performer shop. The building looks quite different ~ 
today as additions have been made to the south and to the west. - 


< 

~< 
~ 
~ 
~ 
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aire above row of businesses situated just east of the railroad tracks on the south side of 
34th Street shows the buildings as they existed in the late 1950's and early 1960's. 
Beginning from left to right: 

36 East 34th Street - Jay's Electric Shop. This space was previously occupied by Mr. 
Bovara who had a vegetable market there. The present occupant is Nina's Beauty Shop. 

34 East 34th Street was occupied by Suburban Furniture, owned by Richard De 
Francisco from 1957 to December 1986. He then purchased the building at 3419 Chicago 
Road, the former Hecht's Shoe Store where he now operates a furniture refinishing ser- 
vice. 

32 East 34th Street was a pool room in 1960. Then a candy shop moved in, selling 
molds and chocolate for homemade candy. It is now occupied by a used furniture store. 

30 East 34th Street - Millie Hodge had a restaurant at this location in the 1950's and 
early 1960's. She was followed by Don's Restaurant, then the Sicilian Cart Restaurant. 
Townsend Travel moved into the building in 1984 and still occupies this site. 

28 East 34th Street - Community Liquors was the occupant at the time the photo was 
taken. Owner Donald Schultz opened this liquor store and tavern in 1962, occupied it until 
1986. He then moved to 3440 Union Avenue. Presently, Graziani's Mercury Cleaners 


owns and occupies this building. 
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3719 Union Avenue - Patrevito's Green House and Florist Shop 


a and Helen Patrevito started this business in 1950 and sold it in 1985. James 
Patrevito was in charge of their many greenhouses on this site. Jim raised and propogated 
geraniums and grew flowers and vegetables for spring planting. Helen Patrevito was in 
charge of the florist shop and many beautiful bouquets were delivered from their shop. 
Presently at that location is the Flower Scenter. 

In the above 1974 photo, Helen is showing off a Poppy Day display that she made 


with the help of the V.F.W. Auxiliary Members. This display won the top award from the 
state V.F.W. and the National V.F.W. 
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Robert M. Steger's Real Estate and Insurance Office at 3412 Chicago Road in a photo 
-taken in 1958. Pictured from left to right are Robert M. Steger, grandson of John Valentine 
-Steger, and son of George F. Steger; his daughter, Roberta Steger; employee Virginia 
“Compratt; and wife Irene Steger. 
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a! he new Robert M. Steger insurance and real estate office at 29 West 34th Street. This 
ure was taken after the blizzard of 1967. 
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A view of West 34th Street beginning at Emerald Avenue / Buildings from left to right. ~ 
|. Two story building historically known as the Jurgenson Building, named after” 
Louis Jurgenson who owned the building in 1900. This building was moved from Crete~> 
at that time. Mr. Jurgenson was one of the early plumbers in the area. He worked for the- 
Village of Steger for many years he was responsible for the numerous sewer taps that were¢ 
made. ‘ 
2. The more modern building next to it was Robert M. Steger's office, where he sold-- 
insurance and real estate. Robert was the grandson of John V. Steger. Since the site of his - 
business on Chicago Road was not large enough, this building was constructed in the - 
1950's. His son, William Steger, ran the office for several years and the insurance busi--. 
ness was then sold to Virgean Voights. The real estate office was closed. : 
3. This residence was built by Anton Wolff in 1910 and was occupied by him for sev-~ 
eral years. Later his daughter Maxine Wolff Starkey and her family lived there. : 
4. The Steger Post Office was constructed here in 1967 and is still in use. . 
5. The house at the right of the photo was constructed by Anton Wolff, who movea- 
there in 1930. It is now the home of Leo and Ann Bory. : 
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Roy and Nea Mathews had this building constructed in the fall of 1964 


This is Steger's only funeral chapel. 
Building is now owned by Glen Smit Associates 


Page 177 


Ou Present post office building located at 23 West Steger Road. This post office was 
dedicated on Saturday, September 14, 1968. 


1952 Postal Employees 


ollan, Irvin Hecht, Bob Newquist, Amanda Napoli 
(Postmistress), Warren Carroll, Leonard Gruberman, Kenneth Capps, Glen McKinney. 
Tom Lesak was absent when photo was taken. 


"Tesi Wolff, Mickey Mulh 
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Te above is Phil Napoleon Music School at 3105 Chicago Road. Phil has been teach- 

- ing music since 1954 following his graduation from Zordan Conservatory of Music in 

” Roseland. He teaches piano, guitar, violin, accordion and organ. Phil's hobby is rebuild- 
Mino and refinishing old pianos and accordions and he is also a piano tuner. Phil has rebuilt 
® «4d refinished a number of Steger baby grands, uprights and spinets. The lower photo is 
® » Steger upright piano that he restored. It is a beautiful piano and he uses it for piano 
s jessons now. Phil learned the piano refinishing trade from Nick DeFrancesco who worked 
g® for the Steger Piano Company in its early years from 1905 until his retirement. 
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BUSINESS OF THE DAY IS 


PELOCK HARDWARE 


Pictured above, John Pelock 
They offer a complete hardware store, plus many 
Home Maintenance Services, such as: 


EXPERT SCREEN & WINDOW COMPLETE SELECTION 
REPAIR WALLP. 


APER 
LAWN MOWER REPAIR COMPLETE LINE OF 
RENTAL SERVICE FOR SMALL ELLIOTT PAINT 
POWER TOOLS SEE PELOCK HARDWARE FOR 
GARDEN SUPPLIES YOUR EVERY HOME NEED. 


PLUMBING SUPPLIES 
PELOCK HARDWARE 


3649 Chicago Road 754-545] Steger, Ill. 


Tre above ad is for the new Pelock Hardware Store. Published in July of 1967. John 
Pelock was Village Clerk from 1965 to 1969. While clerk, he had his offices in his hard- ~ 
ware store which was located at 3407 Chicago Road (the former Koch Hardware Store). 
John Pelock was in business at the 3649 Chicago Road location until 1977. Today the 
building houses Keith Power Equipment. 
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The History of St. Liborius Parish: 1901-1995 


O, July 1, 1901, lightning struck the church of St. Anne in the village of Richton Park. 
The church and rectory burned to the ground. From the year 1859, this historic church 
had been the center of Catholic life for the families within miles of the Sauk Trail and the 
Illinois Central Railroad. 

At the turn of the century there were about 40 Catholic families in and around Steger, 
so Archbishop Feehan of Chicago notified Father Joseph Rempe that he should establish 
a new parish in Steger. The church in Richton Park was to be rebuilt as a mission of the 
Steger parish. Father Rempe dedicated the new parish to St. Liborius, a fourth century 
~ archbishop from Marseilles, France, who was known as a healer. St. Liborius was chosen 

because the bishop of Paderborn, Germany, a friend of Father Rempe, sent him a relic of 
~ this saint, the patron of his diocese. 

Father Rempe purchased five lots on the corner of Green Street and Steger Road. 
Here a combination church and rectory was built at a cost of $3727.75. The building was 
- dedicated on March 2, 1902. In 1903 the pastor, Father Schlimm purchased the large plot 
- of land we now have and moved the combination building to the north of the present-day 

school. We have good reason to be grateful to Father Schlimm for his keen foresight. 

- In 1910, Father Theodore Gross, a young energetic priest was appointed to care for 
St. Liborius. He was determined to carry out the plans of the first pastor, to build a 
parochial school. Very likely he would have loved to have built a fine church for the 
growing parish, but he put aside this desire and interested the people in the need of a 
school for the spirtiual training of their children. Work was begun at once, and by 
September of 1912, a spacious two story building was ready to receive the teaching nuns 
and their first pupils. The four classrooms on the first floor provided for 160 students. 
The second floor became the convent for the teaching nuns. 

The new school was dedicated on Sunday, September 22, 1912. It was a gala day 
for the whole town. Bands played, banners waved in the breeze, and a happy throng, 
including the 160 children enrolled in the new school, greeted Archbishop Quigley as he 
arrived for the dedication. 

During the 1920's and ’30's members of the church societies worked hard, offering 
delicious dinners and conducting bazaars. Many converts were received into the church 
and many projects undertaken. Not only was the debt on the school building paid off but 
a 20 foot extension to the church was erected and the entire building was renovated. 

The parish school thrived and student enrollment increased. It became apparent that 
the school would need to expand. 
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In 1952 Father Raymond DeMuth presented the need for a new convent to Bishop ~ 
McNamara, the bishop of Joliet. Permission was received to build it. Upon completion © 
of the convent (the present day DeMuth Center), the school was able to provide four more ~ 


classrooms on the second floor where the nuns had lived. Each class now had a separate 
room with its own teacher. 

On New Year's Eve of 1954, due to the generosity of the parishoners, the last note of 
debt on the convent was burned and a new church fund was established. By 1957 the 
church fund surpassed $100,000 and a pledge campaign for $150,000 was completed. 
Fortified with these figures, permission was granted to build a new church building and 
rectory. 

A new church would be the realization of a dream that had begun many years ago. 
The dream became a reality on Mother's Day, May 10, 1959, when our present beautiful 
church was dedicated by Bishop McNamara. In just over 50 years our parish family had 
grown to over 1,000 families and had generously provided for two churches, a parochial 
school, rectory and convent. 


It was under the leadership of Father DeMuth, Father John Doyle and Father Joseph 


Burns in the subsequent years that the parish continued to grow not only in numbers but 
also in their dedication to one another as a community in Christ. It has been through the 
gift of time and talent and financial generosity of our parishoners that many challenges 
and demands were met to keep pace with the times. 

In November of 1990, St. Liborius Parish purchased the old Meadowood Public 
School, located on ten acres of land on Kings Road in Crete. The building has six class- 
rooms, a gym, and a kindergarten. With the purchase of this property the parish gained much 
needed space to continue to provide Catholic education and numerous other ministries. 

Today the parish school consists of two campuses. The Steger campus serves stu- 
dents in Fourth through Eighth grade. There ts also a library and science lab. The Crete 
campus serves students in Pre-School, Kindergarten, First, Second, and Third grade. It 
also includes an Early Childhood Program catering ages 2 1/2 to 5 years of age. 

The beautiful Crete campus is also the site of the Annual Parish Picnic held each 
August since 1992. This is where all our parish families join together for a day of food, 
fun, and fellowship. 

St. Liborius Parish is one of the fastest growing and most diverse parishes in the 
Joliet Diocese. Presently there are nearly 2400 families who call St. Liborius their parish. 
As in the past, our parishoners continue to return to God the talents and gifts that He so 
generously gave to them. This sharing of themselves is selflessly done to provide the 
future generations the same opportunities to grow in faith and knowledge of God's love 


for His people. 
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St. Liborius Church-Dedicated March 2, 1902-Corner of Green Street and Steger Road 


yrius Church and School wo oa Steger, Ill. SR- 


Early Photo of St. Liborius Church and School 
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St. Liborius Elementary School on King's Road 
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History of the First Congregational Church 


By Marilyn Hartmann 


As early as 1892 the need for Christian fellowship was met by community meetings for 
all sects in a little brick building on Butler street, just north of 234th street. 

The First Congregational Church of Steger was organized in the home of Mr. and 
Mrs. Henry Johnson of Wallace Street on February 2, 1899 with the Reverend Thomas V. 
Davies as pastor. Old papers in the church files carry the seal, "First Congregational 
Church of Steger, organized February |, 1899." The first church service was held on 
Sunday, March 5, [899, in the Town Hall on Emerald Avenue, the site of the present fire 
station. Sunday school had been held there for some time. 

Our founders organized the church as "Congregational" because of the ideals sug- 
gested in its democratic life and organization. As the name "Congregational" indicates, 
the congregation has the final authority. 

After the organization of the new church, plans were made at once to construct a 
church building, and in the summer of 1899, ground was broken for it at 234th Street and 
Florence Avenue. On January 12, 1900, Mr. John V. Steger presented the building, free of 
all debt, to the trustees on behalf of the congregation. Dedication Services were held there 
on February 18, 1900. The first little church had been built in the design of the New 
England Congregational churches, with a tall spire and high ceilinged auditorium. The 
auditorium seated about 125 persons. 

In January 1917 a meeting was called of members and others interested for the pur- 
pose of reorganizing the church. On April 17, 1918, the Congregational Church of Steger 
was incorporated under the laws of the State of Illinois. At this time five lots on the south- 
west corner of 234th and Halsted Blvd. were given to the church by Mr. and Mrs. George 
F. Steger, to be used as a site for the proposed new building. 

In July 1919, the contract was let and work begun on the building, the laying of the 
cornerstone having been marked with the appropriate ceremonies. Plans were then made 
to dispose of the old church building, as Church and Sunday School services were now 
held in the Steger Hall on 234th Street. With the prospect of a new building to house and 
auditorium, gymasium, and other facilities, interest in the church reached a high point. The 
splendid new church was completed and ready for dedication services on February 19, 
1922. The bell which still calls us to worship on Sunday mornings is the same one that 
rang for members of the old church many years ago. This bell was shipped to Columbia 
Heights in 1890 with a carload of machinery from a cotton gin in South Carolina. In 1900 
the bell was hung in the tower of the old church; in 1922 it was placed in the tower of the 
present church building. . 

Many pastors have served the congregation through the years. 
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Present day church on the corner of 34th Street and Halsted 
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The Pentecostal Church of God 


The Pentecostal Church of God opened its doors in the old Steger theatre building 
.on March |, 1959 after a fire destroyed its building in Chicago Heights. Services were 
_held in the old theatre building for approximately five years. On Sunday March 31, 1963 
a vote was taken to purchase lots in Keeney's subdivision of Chicago Heights on East 34th 
Street (Steger Road) across the street from Eastview school. 
On May 4, 1961 a weekly radio broadcast called "Lifeline" began on WCGO. This 
“radio broadcast, heard each Sunday morning from 8:05 to 8:30 a.m. reached out into many 
“homes in the community over the years and helped establish the church's work for God 
“in Steger. 
In May of 1962 a building fund was started to build a new church. The church board 
“at that time consisted of the Rev. Kenneth M. Cook, pastor; Alva E. Smith, secretary-trea- 
~surer; John W. Myers, building fund chairman; and Fred Yoder, building fund secretary. 
’ Forty active families in the congregation worked on many projects to raise money. With a 
~loan from the American Savings Bank of South Chicago Heights construction was begun 
>in October of 1963. 
~ Mayor Elmer Hahn, other village officials and members of the church board were in 
- attendance on Sunday, October 20, 1963 for the ground-breaking service. 
In 1969 and 1970 the young people's Bible Quiz team finished second in the nation 
-under the leadership of Gladys Hensley of Steger. The Christian Pathlighters group (a 
- scouting program), under the leadership of Frank and Wilma Hale of Sauk Village, won 
‘many first place awards with their floats in area town and village parades each year. 
In May and June of 1971 the church honored its pastor and his wife on their twenty- 
- fifth wedding anniversary with a twenty-two day trip to the 450th anniversary of the 
Reformation in Europe. They even traveled behind the Iron Curtain in East Germany 
9 where Martin Luther lived and preached. They then went on to Israel for eleven days. 
- On October 10, 1976 Rev. Cook suffered a cerebral hemorrhage and was out of the 
_ pulpit for several years. His wife Nadine, an ordained minister in the Pentecostal Church 
sg of God, filled the pulpit in his absence. 
= Reverend Cook was elected the Illinois District Superintendent of the Pentecostal 
g@ Church for a four year term in October of 1988. After that he again resumed his duties at 
g@ the church in Steger. 
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The Pentecostal Church of God 
Paes on left was taken during the ground breaking ceremony on October 20, 1963. - 
From left to right: Mayor Elmer Hahn, John Meyers, Joel Kaufman, Earnest Hensley, 
Nadine Cook, Pasor's wife, and Kenneth Cook, Pastor. Photo on the right shown the - 
entrance to the church. 


Pentecostal Ladies Auxiliary - Christmas 1993 * 


Ler to right: Marna Isbell, Arlene Kramer, Pat Donoho, Nadine Cook, Lucille Hill, = 
Maria Prega, Clarice Lumbley, and Janet Sharp. « 
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First Apostolic Church of Chicago Heights 


me Robert Hays and his wife Donna, began a Home Missions work, in a storefront on East 
ee St. in Chicago Heights in the spring of 1955. 


aed November 18, 1955, 9 members purchased the building at 2313 Chicago Road from 
oe the Four Square Church. 


February 20, 1956, our church led by Rev. M. J. Wolfe, the IHinois District 
Superintendent of the United Pentecostal Church, headquartered in St. Louis, MO, adapt- 
ed it's articles of Faith and became a part of the United Pentecostal Church. 


October 16, 1957, Pastor Robert Hays resigned, and Rev. Joe Webb became the new 
~ pastor, with 11 members. 


June 23, 1961, Pastor Joe Webb resigned, and on July 9, 1961 the church elected C.E. 
~ Cardwell as the new pastor, with 7 voting members. 


December 10, 1963, the church purchased property at 22709 State St. Chicago 
Heights, for the purpose of building a new church, on 2 acres of land. 


A new sanctuary (now our Fellowship Hall), one office, two bathrooms, six Sunday 
- School classrooms, was erected in 1964. 2313 Chicago Road was sold and 10-12 years 
- ago was demolished due to deterioration. 


cal 

—_ 1968 an educational addition, consisting of 6 Sunday School classrooms, and 2 bath- 
* rooms was erected. The building was growing as was the church body. 

= April 12, 1977, the church erected a new sanctuary, additional offices, nursery, and 


= prayer room. 
ee 


Pod November 1, 1992, Pastor Cardwell resigned due to health problems. The church 
w@ elected Pastor Rae Kidder as it's new pastor, with a voting body of 67 eligible voters present. 
cao 

wet Our average attendance in March, 1995 was 189. Our Easter Sunday attendance was 
= 284. The First Apostolic Church is now considered a home church to over 250 people. 


wt 
a Page 189 


S =~ — = = 


The First Apostolic Church of Chicago Heights has made giant strides forward¥ 
(because of God's grace and blessings) from it's small beginning in a store front, 40 years® 
ago. TO GOD BE THE GLORY! Characteristics of this church: Consistent, faithful, e~ 
praying, and loving people. - 

This local church is recognized around the world, as a church with a world vision for~ 
evangelism. 


Which includes: - Foreign Mission support $ 
- Home Missions (support of new churches) e 
- Tupelo Children's Mansion (an orphanage) 4 
- LighthouseRanch for Boys (home for troubled boys) “ 
- New Beginnings (a home for unwed young mothers) - 


- Spirit of Freedom Ministries (drug & alcohol rehabilitation) - 


We are constantly strengthening our Home Base to become more effective in our ~ 
local community outreach, to meet the needs of this community. 
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History of the Immanuel Lutheran Church of Steger 


; Taare! Evangelical Lutheran Church of Steger began in 1896 when the Rev. Friedrich 
_E. Brauer of Trinity Church of Crete and Rev. Karl Schroeder of St. Paul's of Chicago 
“Heights began conducting services in a store room in the Berchem building. The appoint- 
_ments were not very churchly, as the other half of the store building was occupied by a 

saloon. It is noted in the church history, that early members recall that the noise from the 
“saloon was often so great that, although Pastor Brauer shouted, the congregation found it 
‘difficult to hear him. Finally, the pastor prevailed upon the saloon keeper to close during 
“the time of service. 

In the summer of 1898 Vicar Helmuth FS. Schulz was called as a student-pastor and 
‘teacher. Vicar Schultz, taking the task with great zeal, opened the Lutheran school in the 
~ Same storeroom in the Berchem Building with a total of nineteen students enrolled. On 
~ January 1, 1899 a group of Lutherans met in the Berchem Building and voted to organize 
"anew congregation, adopted a constitution, and became the charter members of the new 
» congregation, which was named "Immanuel" (God with us) on the suggestion of Vicar 
~ Schultz. The seven charter members were Friedrich Teifke, Karl Brach, Freidrich Fedke, 

Joahann Gast, Hermann Marqurdt, Karl Rekau, and Edward Gluth. 

Mr. J. Peipenbrink of Crete, a member of Trinity Congregation, donated the lot at 
3419 Chicago Road to the congregation for the purpose of building a church. With a loan 
of $500.00 the work began on the building which was to serve as church and school. The 
first church, a frame structure 22 x 40 x 14 was dedicated on May 14, 1899. Vicar Schulz 
returned to the seminary to complete his studies and returned to Steger in June 1900 after 
graduation from Concordia Seminary. 

In the meantime, the congregation acquired four lots on the corner of Green and 35th 

Street and built the first parsonage fronting on Green Street in 1902. 

As the membership of both church and school continued to grow, the congregation 

- realized that a larger building would be necessary. The present site of the church at the 
corner of Emerald Avenue and 34th Place was purchased. Rather than using the lots the 

_ church already owned on Green Street, this location was chosen because of more room for 
expansion. The new church and parsonage were built in 1911-1912. The old church 
building was then moved from Chicago Road to the new property and was extensively 

_ remodeled to serve as a school only. Teacher Carl Homeier was installed in that year and 
served as teacher until 1942. 

After teacher Homeier's death, the congregation closed the school in 1944 and sub- 

sequently the original church building/school was sold and demolished. 
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Pastor H. William Meyer served the Immanuel Congregation from 1911 until 1916, 
and it was under his leadership that this extensive building program was accomplished 
with dedication in May of 1912. 

Pastor Meyer accepted a call to another congregation in 1916 and was succeeded by 
Pastor G.J.C. Koch who came to Steger from Preble, Indiana. On October 28, 1923 Pastor* 
Koch suffered a heart attack during Sunday School and passed away shortly therafter. 

The Congregation then called Pastor P. Clausen who was installed on January 6.’ 
1924. Pastor Clausen served the congregation during very difficult times. During his- 
ministry, the Steger Piano Factory closed, creating unemployment among many of the~ 
parishoners. The State Bank of Steger failed, and the congregation and many of its mem-- 
bers lost all of their savings. The last years of his ministry in Steger were the years of the - 
Second World War in which ninety two young people of the congregation served. Two. 
young men, Vaughn Delkus and Wilbur Rutkowski. never returned from that war. P 

In April, 1946, Pastor Clausen suffered a heart attack and he resigned. Succeeding. 
Pastor Clausen was Rev. W.G. Mehringer, who had served as a chaplain in the Army of, 
the United States for three years. He was installed on September 8, 1946. 

In anticipation of the fiftieth anniversary of the Immanuel congregation, extensive _ 
remodeling and repairs were made to the church. Stained-glass windows were presented _ 
by members as memorials. New candelabra and paraments were purchased. The church _ 
was painted on the outside and redecorated on the inside. New light fixtures were added 
and the church was rewired. : 

In 1949 Rev. Nierman was called as the new pastor and he served until January of © 
1950. Rev. Carl Schneider was installed as new pastor on July 2, 1950. Pastor Schneider ~ 
was instrumental in having installed the Communion rail, baptistry and credence shelf and 
having the altar refinished. Pastor Schneider died on June 7, 1963. ‘ 

Rev. Victor Polley filled the vacancy on June 7, 1964 and served until October 12, ° 
1969. During this time the Activity Center was constructed on the site of the former old ° 
school. It was dedicated Sept 8, 1968. The old parsonage next to the church was demol- * 
ished to make way for a parking lot to serve the church and activity center. : 

In 1969, Pastor Polley moved to Leavenworth, Kansas to serve St. Paul's Lutheran ~ 
Church. On January 18, 1970, Rev. James Rath became pastor of this church. Rev. Rath ~ 
served until 1981. During this time the final payment was made on the Activity Center. ~ 

Rev. Wallace Nordquist, the present pastor came to Immanuel Lutheran Church on - 
October 3, 1982. In 1986, aluminum siding was installed and every effort was made to ~ 
historically restore the church to its original 1912 look. The Lutheran D 
was opened in September of 1993. 


ay Care Center 
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Immanuel Lutheran Church 
Parsonage, and School on 34thPlace 
1920 photo 


Immanuel Lutheran Church Acttivity Center on 34th Place 
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Steger Public School System 


By Francine Kennedy 


Prot to 1892 children in what is today the Village of Steger attended school in Chicago 
Heights and were a part of School District 170. The first classes in Steger were held on 
the second floor of the (old) Berchem Building located on the northwest corner of 34th 
Street and Chicago Road. Miss Brown, the first teacher had between 12 and 15 students. 
In 1893 the school was moved to an empty store building near 33rd Street and Chicago 
Road. Later a small building on the rear of a lot at 33rd Place was used to hold classes. 

In July, 1895 a contract was awarded by District 170 to the architectural firm of 
Walton & Cooley to erect a school building in Steger. Columbia School with two rooms 
was built at Emerald Avenue and 33rd Street. Later, a two room addition was built. 

In 1905 a petition created a separate school district for Steger to be designated 
District 194. On May 10, 1906 the School Board met for the first time. The first School 
Board members included Thomas Northen, President, Frank Wilder, Frank Dassow, Henry 
Johnson, Edward Motlong, Ray Hewes, and J.E. Sjoholm. James Patton was the first 
superintendent. Miss Ida Strikmeyer was the first principal. 

In 1911 a bond issue for $11,000 was passed for the purpose of buying land and 
building an elementary school. 

The bonds were sold to the Bank of Steger at a 2% interest rate. The Board of 
Education purchased lots 30 to 34 on Park Avenue near Richton Road for $625. Steger 
School was built on this site. It was a two-story, four classroom building and commonly 
called "the subdivision school". 

On March 21, 1928 a bond issue was passed to buy land on 33rd street and erect an 
eight classroom building. Lots 11 through 23 were purchased for $34,000 and Central 
School was built for $57,101.50. 

On December 27, 1930 a bond issue for $35,000 was passed to build the first addi- 
tion of four classrooms and a gymnasium to Central School. The second addition of nine 
classrooms were added after a bond issue for $150,000 was passed in December, 1948. 

By this time Columbia School was no longer being used. On April 10, 1943 an elec- 
tion was held to determine whether to sell Columbia School. It passed with 72 yes votes 
and one no vote. The building was then used as a community center for many years. 

Because of the ever increasing enrollment due to the baby boom six bond issues were 
passed from 1955 to 1970 for the purpose of acquiring land, building school buildings, and 
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~yuilding numerous additions to those buildings. 
: The 1955 bond issue for $377,000 was used to purchase four acres at 34th and 
>Hopkins and to build the eight classroom Eastview School; seven acres at 34th and Miller 
-‘n South Chicago Heights for the eight classroom Saukview School; seven acres at 
-Richton Road and Park Avenue. Parkview School was not built at this time. Steger 
~School across the street was still in operation. 
- A bond issue for $275,000 in 1958 added four more classrooms to Eastview, 
.,saukview, and Hickory Hill and built the eight classroom Parkview School. 
4 In 1959 a bond issue was passed for $150,000. The third addition of four classrooms 
_were built onto Central. Saukview added another 4 classrooms and office space. The first 
_addition of four classrooms was built onto Parkview. Steger School was demolished. 

In 1961 a bond issue for $375,000 provided for additions to Saukview and Central. 
- Four classrooms and three small rooms were added to Saukview. The building was also 
converted from oil heat to natural gas. Central built administrative offices, a public 
- library, locker room with shower facilities, and a band room. Classrooms in the original 
- duilding and the first two additions were also renovated. 


Steger School Built in 191] - Commonly Called Subdivision School 
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The bond issue of 1965 for $495,000 was used to build additions to three of the ele : 
mentary buildings. Saukview's fourth addition included 4 classrooms, a band room, wash ° 
rooms, boiler room, store room, and multi-purpose room. Eastview added seven classrooms ~ 
office space, a band room, and multi-purpose room. An additional eleven acres of land were- 
purchased adjacent to Eastview. Six classrooms were added to Parkview and eight acres~ 
were purchased adjacent to Parkview. In 1967 a two room addition was built onto Eastview-- 

The bond issue of February, 1970 for $565,000 allowed for additions to be added to- 
all five buildings. At Central a classroom 30' by 60' was built for team teaching. Locker. 
space and shower facilities and office space were also built. At Eastview thirteen class-. 
rooms, boiler room, washrooms, storage room, and a food service area was built. A library 
was also built and equipped. Saukview also built and equipped a library along with a food™ 
service and a storage room. Hickory Hill added a library, one classroom, a multi-purpose - 
room, a food service area. At Parkview a band room and a food service area were built. ‘ 

During the 1975-1976 school year and Administration Center was constructed at 
Richton Road and Park Avenue, the site of the original Steger School. The building 
includes five offices, vault, Board of Education meeting room, work room, 
curriculum/supply storage area. q 


= 


Parkview School Eastview School 


Saukview School : 
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By 1985 enrollment, which had stabilized during the 1970's and then began to 
decline, necessitated a decision by the Board of Education to close the Hickory Hill build- 
~ ing. The students were bussed to the Saukview building. 

At the present time Steger School District 194 has a total enrollment of approxi- 
mately 1550 students with a staff of 159 which includes administrators, teachers, teacher's 
- aides, secretaries, and custodians. The current board members include Patricia Stroube, 
President; James Herr, Vice-President; Lois Lane, Secretary; Edward Berchem, Wiley 
Houchins, Sandra Joyce, and Patrick Sharkey. The current superintendent is Dr. Jon 

x Nebor. iB Byj le 17 i fie = 


Columbia School Built 
at the Turn of the 
Century Served the 
Children of Steger as 
The First School in 
Town. 


Central School 
Built in 1928 

Still In Use Today 
As A Junior High 


VUE. 


he i 


ae eS, Riis. sia ae 
1925 Graduating Class - Columbia School 


cia Row: (Unidentified), Harvey Young, Floyd Johnstone, Bob Anderson, John 
Schilling, George Steer, Emil Schuldt. Second Row: Bob Parker, Angelo Cellini, George 
Barry, Joe Spearman, Chris Troester, Michael Shambo, Morris Benning, Third Row: 
Dorothy Duke, Mr. Bassler, Principal, Bernice Hartman, Lottie Slinczke, Maxine 
Starkey, Elizabeth Mannel, Grace Weirich, Lillian Thoma, Florence Anderson, Freida 
Roesner. Bottom Row: Caroline Willett, Alice Hartmann, Esther Spina, Frances Switzki, 
Teacher Clarabelle Wheelis, Emma Arnholz, Dorothy Kloss, Adeline Hensley. 
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! THIS 1929 CLASS WAS THE FIRST class to graduate from the Central 

' School. Left to Right in this picture are: In the back row: Leslie Ryan, Ernest Streib, 

' Lynn Wieringa, Cecil Harrington, and Herbert Davis - In the next row down: Joe 

| Graziani, Nick Yuchkevich, John Lessovitz, Mrs. Leora Bagby, George Yuchkevich, 

-1 Melvin Rippe, Paul DeCisco, Edwin Troester, Wilbur Schroeder, Mr. Bassler, Frank 
‘| Zeman, Forrest Reynolds and Sammy Cellini - In the middle row are: Dean Gentzhorn, 

, Max Schroeter, Arthur Gustafson, Clarence Michaels, Robert Pfaff, Orville Arbuthnot, 

8 Brick Kagel, Dominic Malvestuto, Jack Lessovitz, Chester Starkey, Mrs. Clarabelle 
Wheelis (Strandberg). In the back row of girls are: Ruth Kuetemeyer, Blanche Jones, 
Geralda Rekau, Fern Shaw, Mildred Gaffney, Jeanette Witt, Dorothy Moltrum, Clover 
Hart, Alberta Brockman, Ruth Rubottom, Bertha Anderson, and Bernice Starkey - The 

4 girls in the front row are: Dorothy Harmon, Irene Lambert, Edna Sanders, Ingeborg 
Jensen, Mildred Rutkowski, Mildred Chestnut, Emma Graziani, Emily Becho, Lillian 
seu cusiaieet Heine, Alice Piersing, and Thelma Chestnut 
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The Steger-South Chicago Heights Library 


Te local library had its early beginning in 1963 when a new addition to Central Junior’ 
High in Steger was completed. At that time, the Steger School District # 194, the elemen~ 
tary district serving all of Steger and parts of South Chicago Heights plus an unincorpo- 
rated area known as Miller Woods, made an agreement to have the school library serve as_ 
a library to the residents within the school district. The Steger village government pledged” 
monetary backing to the library to provide services to the public. This arrangement was 
convenient and economical, but did not allow library patrons to take advantage of the 
Suburban Library system and its vast wealth of information and support. Eventually the - 
inadequacy of this arrangement led the Steger Village Board to discontinue its financia . 
support in July 1974. . 

At this point, a group of Steger and South Chicago Heights residents got together an” 
decided to go for a referendum to establish a library district including both villages. State“ 
provided Project Plus funds would be used to support the library until a tax base could be® 
established. On March 15, 1975, this referendum was passed and the Steger-Soutl 
Chicago Heights Public Library District was formed. A seven member board war 
appointed to serve until an election could be held. Trustees were Irving Bock (President) ~ 
Mary Cizek, Ronald Cocci, Bob DelCotto, Andrea Holecek, Henry Nicolai, and Rays 
Whitten. Trustees elected in the first April 13, 1976 election were Marshall Anderson < 
Joyce Carson, Ronald Cocci, Kathy Fabie, Rosetta Hellmer, Andrea Holecek,and Donnae 
Litherland. Ronald Cocci was elected President. « 

The new library opened on August 30, 1976 at 3326-28 Chicago Road (American. 
Plaza) in South Chicago Heights. 224 items were circulated that first day. In 1987, the. 
library moved into a brand new 5,000 sq. ft. building at 54 E. 31st St., in Steger. At the- 
present time, the library serves over 7,000 card holders and circulated over 70,000 items = 
during the past year. The present Board of Trustees includes James Pasqualoni (President), ~ 
Lou Bednarek, Louis Bianconi, Theresa Brink, Carla Matthews, Michael Schultz, and- 
Sandra Warren. In 1995, the library district celebrated its 20th anniversary. ~ 
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we Kiwanis Club of Steger 

nal be Kiwanis Club of Steger was organized in the village on February 10, 1948 by a 
group of 25 men. The club received its charter from Kiwanis International and held the 

’ Charter Night in St. Liborious School Hall on April 10, 1948. 

> Some of the men who were chartered members were: Al Starkey (First President) 
Russell Healy who served as Lt. Governor, Herman Piacentini, Thomas Orr, Dr. Charles 

case Baer, Judge Ernest King, Waldemar Koch, Ray Moore, Ben Brown, Henry Hartmann, Sr., 

sad Leonard Mannel, George Roesner, Laddie Kaufman, Richard Bock, Joe Lanham, Harry 

aa Clarren, Frank Lauer, John Wozny, Art Collins who also served as Lt. Governor, Bill 

am Bales, Marvin Pennington, James Patton (Superintendent of Schools), Father Raymond 
DeMuth (pastor of St. Liborious). 

The first six months the Kiwanis Club held their weekly dinner meetings in the 
church basement of the Lutheran Church. In 1948 the Ladies Circle of the Congregational 
Church began serving their weekly dinner and have been serving them since that time. 

Kiwanis has various fund raisers including the Kiwanis Pancake Breakfast that is 

enjoyed by many. Contributions are made to school scholarships, food baskets to the 
needy, eye glasses for children, sponsorship of boys and girls sports activities and senior 
activities. The Kiwanis Club has contributed in excess of $250,000 over the past 47 years 
of existence and a half million work hours. 

Over the years some of the outstanding citizens who were Kiwanians were Stanley 
Monteith, Superintendent of School District 194, Ben Fletcher, Assistant Superintendent 
of School District 194, Louis Sherman, Village President of Steger. Lou Sherman went 
on to be an outstanding Lt. Governor of Divsion 23 of Kiwanis and still is very active in 
Kiwanis. 

Oliver Schirra joined one and one half years after the charter, because of a restriction 
of one member per business category. Oliver distinguished himself by becoming Inter- 
Club Chairman in the Illinois-Iowa district. He had 30 years of 100% attendance at Inter 
Clubs. 

Today the Club has a membership of 40 plus as of June of 1995. Women were asked 
to join. In fact, the club now boasts a membership of three women. 
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Circa 1954 - Kiwanis members celebrating Fire Prevention Week by donating funds 
for fire fighting equipment to the firemen. 
Top row left to right: Roger Fox, Don Hunt, Harry Cole, Hans Rutkowski, Ralph 
Pfeifer, Robert Enzweiler, Ed Niebling, Charles Kirgis, Woodrow Zumbrum. 
Bottom row left to right: Elmer Joyce, Betty Hunt, Ida Enweiler, Charlene Niebling, 
Irmagard Kirgis, Martin Huhnholz 
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ee Te first veterans organization in Steger was the American Legion Post 521, which was 
sa formed in 1920. Original membership was thirty men, with dues being $3.50 per year. 
sm Meetings were first held at Kelly Hall until the present legion home was built at 34 West 
» 34th Street. It was begun in 1924, and completed in 1925. In 1944 the lower level was 
finished into a lounge dubbed "The Fox Hole". After World War II slot machines were 
installed in the "Fox Hole” and some of the profits from these machines were donated to 
wm purchase police cars for the Village of Steger. 
' The Legionnairs also donated money for fire hoses and fire equipment plus books for 
the Steger Public Schools and St. Liborius Catholic School. 
The American Legion Post Auxiliary was formed at the inception of Post 521 and 
has been an active part of the internal and civic functions of the Post. 


sus 
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World War I Veterans Laying Wreaths on Memorial Day - Circa 1939 
From Left to Right: John Thorndyke, Koelling, Vince Sylvester, Waldemar Koch 
Presenting Flowers: Nick Grutzius, Sam Graziani, Herman Mannel 
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Circa 1955 
\ ae and Mildred Sengstock, Elsie and Dutch Reynolds, Paul Martin, Marvin Craig 
and wife, Joe and Miriam Berchem at the Past Commanders’ Banquet for the Steger 
American Legion Post 521. 


1953 Installation of the American Legion Auxiliary 
Senza Left to Right: Margaret Grutzius, Lulu Kemp, Gertrude Rutkowski. Standing 
Left to Right: Ada Jofollo, Margaret Engstrand, Ella Personke, Catherine Zirzow, Lillian 
Helse] and Jane Graziani 
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American Legion Past Commanders Banquet at St. Liborius Hall - 1950 
Front Row: Edward Schroeder and Henry Weisenfeldt (Drummer Unknown) 

Back Row: Bruno Godowic, Francis Lind, Rohr, Eddie Martin, Alma Sangstock, 
Jimmy Craig, Sam Graziani, Werner Sengstock, Harold Sengstock, Otto Muench, 
Herschel Cox, Bosco Martin, Red Johnson, Harry Siegel, John Kubancek 


Installation of Officers - V.F.W. Auxiliary - Circa 1955 
Top Row Left to Right: (Two Unidentified) Third from left Mickey Mulhollan, Mina 
Buttell, Laurel Draben, Silvia Turey, Delores Voights (Three more Unidentified) 


Gertude Rutkowski 
Seated at the table Gold Star Mothers: (Unidentified) Mrs. Stephens, Mrs. Dandurand 
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American Legion Post 52] Commander Ed Schroeder shown presenting Title and Keys 
to anew 1951 Police Squad Car to Mayor Herman Piacentini 

In the photo are: John Kubancek, Herschel Cox, Dutch Reynolds, Werner Sengstock, 
(Unidentified), (Unidentified), Joe Berchem, (Unidentified), Unidentified) 
Chief of Police Tom Orr is in the driver's seat of the squad car. 
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y Bi American Legion Post 521 built a large brick building on the northwest corner of 


34th and Emerald in 1955. The building was designed to house ten bowling alleys, a ~ 


bar/lounge, and a large reception hall. The hall was used for wedding and anniversary par- 


ties. The Steger Flower and Garden Club held its annual flower show in this hall. The gym < 


classes from Central School would have bowling classes here as a part of their physical 
education. Teen dances were held there on Friday nights. 

The building was completely destroyed by fire in 1963. The Legion Hall was missed 
by many people. 

The Steger Village Hall was built on this site in 1975. The move was made from a 
small office in the fire station building at 3320 Emerald Avenue. The current village hall 
houses the police department, jail, offices of the Steger village government officials and 
office workers and the Steger Historical Society. 


GRAND OPENING 
STEGER BO-LANES 


AND 


AMERICAN LEGION HALL 


JUNE 4th OPENING CEREMONY 2:30 P.M. 
BOWLING MATCH GAME 8:00 "*7rs,toneien tom 
JUNE 5th 


LOCAL TALENT SHOW 3:00 
SQUARE DANCE 7:00 P.M. 
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Nowak Walter 2 
Yeshkevich Carpe 


MeCay, Mhert 


"aaa 
FENDI WHTtt Von LETTER | 
Manel, Hal 


Marte. Eoin 


~ Martin, tas and 


_ Maria, Paul 


« Meteatle, arence 
= Matfeten, Merle 
~ Merpy, James 
j~Nasiatha, Frank 
« Nevistha ftaymond _ 
Naviatha William . 
_ Nemak, Jor 

= Nemak Mike 
Nettail, Areb 
_Oeatre, Lee 


: ilkening's gas station 
. rans was erected next to Wi 
B . r If this salute to veterans : ere Steger 
0 Dosing Wore we at of Union Avenue. The names listed on . plaque w & 
Ath Street, ju : me icago Road. 
eae and women who lived on the east ee aoe Sipe ee nee, 
: . the west side 2 ; f 
‘memorial was placed on : lisbof names © 
none: oe Road. This division was conceived because ne Rte 
; : i emorial. 
poe : ee and women was too lengthy to fit on just Oue sacar acecr ate 
_aosteger service Jaque, Mrs. Martin Waech (Minnie) invited all atten 
ication of this plaque, ; 


to her home at 3514 Wallace for refreshments. 


al 


woo 
al 
2 
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Mr, Vernon Ennis © 1 
8307 Wallace St. 
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STEGER, ILL, 


VFW OPENS CLUB MONDA 


Group 


«Elect: Femporary 
ree Organization By- Laws! 


Temporary officers were clectod 
and temporary by-laws were adopt 
ed at the lant meeting of the Ste- 
ger Chamber of Commerce held in 
tho Mbrary of Central School last 
Wednesday night with Mr. Henry 
Gartmonn, temporary president 
conducting the meeting. 


The official name of ‘Steger 
Chanter of Comrer-e" vas ndop- 
ted after considerable debate on 
the wame froma the Nuor, Other 
name. proposed aimebided Steger 
Civie Lesgue and Iearue for the 
Bottiroent of Steger. 

The present Chamber of Commer 
te wus adopted since the proposed | 
duties and aims of the orgenization 
Mu av closely with the regular do-* 
ties of chambers of corsmerce as 
oullined in the ormanivation pam. | 
phict presented by the United 
Statea Chamber of Commerce, i 

Porther discussion waa centered | 
about membershin qualificat'ens } 
and dues to be charged by the} 
4roup. The matter after anather 
lengthy discussion wi referred to) 
another committec for further 
study. The, new comnilttee i 
ranke a report of its work at the 
next meeting af the organi-atlon, 

The stale mote m the meeting 
nrose fale in the evening ats discus- 
sion gol. invalved ns to whether or 
uut the proposed by-Inwa should 
he adonted When the discussion 
found itcelf in a deadlock, a mot- 
ion wag nade from the floor to 
adont the proposed by-lows a7 they 
wero read to the croup, ard later 
to amend them to suit the necds 
problems of the organisation, 

The nominting committee pre- 
seuted tHe following names fur 
Henry Hart~ann, for 
Robert Asttuneh vive. 
gresi}ent Walde ar Jo Kech, for 
Ut y-uensurer, The preup a- 


lo 


+ J president: 


Eorms Steger 
OFC Commerce At Last Meeting 


fficerss: 


| CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE 


TAKEN AT KOCH'S 


that donotions to the Steger Fire 
Department's building fund co 
be made at Kock's Hardware, the 
jred bobbla on the huge thermo: 
micter located on the corner o: 3 
th and Chicago Road has been 
elimbivg ntieadlty toward the $20, 
000 dollar goal, 


| rainted the red line pretty well 
‘above tho $18,000. mark ond are 
hoping that by the end of tho mon- 


jth jt will hit the $14,000. mark, 


Citizens who have made pledges 
toward the drive and wish to make 
the contributions now can do so 
at the village clerk's offica locat- 
ed tn Kach'y Hardware Stora, 9337 
Chiengo Road. 


mittee then wag osked to submit 
another name for the post. Later 
it aas further brought out to ere- 
ate lwo posta. One of secretary, 
nd one of treasurer, The commit- 
e@ wos jnatructed to act on the 
otion which was made and passed 
y subniit two names for two of- 
ces of seeretury ond treasurer. 


Car] Diehl, rushing ahout 
trying lo get work done 
on the new beauty parlor 
which he plons to op n 
soon, 

Clom Se'ler, crooninz for 
his huddies the “p-rts- 
men, at last Saturday's 
party. 

“Myrtle the waftre +s at 


pproved or the nomination, onc! 
elected them to their vespre bye ot. 
ficws fur 
service, 
Mr. Koch, however ns"ed, ter | 
excuzed from the dut+ The con. 


a tem orary tmecro of 


Kirrnev's,.... wondering 

what happened ts the 
cag she was hol‘ing on 
‘ne plate while talking to 
one of the customers, | 


i — 


; ——> 
: skaqger alimosas 
i 

hi 


FIREMEN'S DRIVE NOW; 


As tha announcement was miade: 


Fire Department officials have 


INDEPENDENT 


Friday, January 30, 1948 


Dr. Neil Hansen 


Congregational 
Church Banquet 
February 18 


Dr. Nell E. Hansen, Director of 
tho Chicago Congregational Union 
will be the gueot apeaker at the 
Twenty-aixth Annual Banquot ‘to 
be held at the First Congregational 
Church in Steger, on Wednesday 
evening, February 18 ot alx-thirty 
in tne evening it was announced 
yesterday, 


The banquet is on annual nffair 
to com:emorate the founding date 
of the church in Steger, The cho- 
ch igs now entering into its fifticth 
year, Next year jt will celebrate 
its golden jubitec. However, the 
annual banquets have been cele- 
brated only for the past twenty- 
five yenro. 


As usual this yeor's banquet ia 
under the sponsorship of the Lad- 
jes Aid, cne of the most netive 
ond influcntial groups of the con- 
aregation, 


Along with the bunguet and fen- 
ture upcaker there will also te un 
program of entertainment, tle an- 
‘juncement slated. 
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Groundhog’s 
Prediction 
| Awaited 


Amateur wenther foreastera and 
‘old-timers who still have fnoith in 
he oldest of aj] weather forecast- 
ora, the famous groundhog, will be 
on.haond early Monday morning to 


Misce if the ald boy can see his sha- 


dow which would predict an carly 
spring. If he has to retricy: to his 
hiding place becnuge he con’t sea 
kis black reflection, then we can 
all settle back ond try to keep 
warm for another elx wecks, 


With tha cold apall just casing 
after two weeks of zero and sub. 
zero weather, Steger residents we- 
re hoping that some of that lant 
year's Auguat heat could be ta- 
ken out of atorage. 


Oil and coal shortage; caused 
considerable onxicty in the vicin- 
ity, a3 oil supptlera were warning 
the quid fuel users to use their 
supply sparingly, 


Cool dente:x were complaining, 
that this year Which should be uo 
toom year for their product, turn: 
ed cut to be u fizzle bacause coal 
is hard to got dua to a shortage of 
freight cars at the mines. 


Further in the weather depurt- 
Inent, curly risera reported Inst 
week that n group of “'sun-dogs” 
were scen carly last Saturday 
jon of town. 
morning in the sauth-enstern port. 


Sun-dozs according to the gents 

ho have studied the “slmunozk” 
Ere to predict a storm. More acien- 
tifie observers, however, took it 
with a grain of srlt ns no aterm 
saaterinliced over last week-ond, 


"\icased tha bullding occu™ 


= Se 
Subscription Price = $1,00 per year 


lLocat:: In 


Gaurell’s 
Building 


BRE Bp eo 
Shari bad hente aeip towne’ 


she enlargenie,t of placea for the 
young peaplo of Steger to congro- 
gate for an evening’s enter:aln-_ 
ment and recreation, 
V.F.W, Honor Eleva Post 8283, net 


Gourcll’s Buffet for the) abe 
roor’s at 3932 Chicago Roa, Peter 
Schejdt, poot ad{utant Announced 
early yesterday, The new dubroom 
will be open to gues's and mem— 
bers beginning Monday, Fobruary 
2, 1948, the adtutant further tated 

Attending the apdning on Monn 
day, at the new clubronms will |e 
tha Posts officera: Geaige Krause 
Conimonder; Warten Draton, 
Quartermaster; Edward J. Loomis 
Senlor-Vica Commander; and Peter 
Scheidt, Ad‘utant. 

Under the conditiona of the lense 
Gaurell's tavern has teon sold to 
the Vaterans post so that they may 
have 5 place to mect and conduct 
thelr businesa meetings and social 
gatherings, Mr, Al Gaurell, prop, 
of the tavern stated. 

In his farewell note to the peo- 
ple of Steger who have patronized 
hia catablishment, Gourell oxpresa 
ed gs alncere thankg for their gener 
ous patronage and company. 

The V.F.W. Foat plona to staff 
the present bar with two bartend- 
qra who will be on duty conatant- 
ly to sorve the nublic in the main 
room of the build'ng. Scveldt fur- 
ther stated that the public {a also 
Invited to come in ta their now 
clvh roome. 

Sepurate elebroams and mes4ng 
hall will ‘e maintained by the Vets 
(ar business meatings, Tebles fry 
Indies will also bo -vniletle under 
*he new set up, Scheidt added, 

Prior to the leasin= of “ha “Inb- 
voome, the V.F.W. Port had no ner- 

noene meeting plece whatsoevar. 
They have been utilizine the* cet- 
ine ranme thet the American Le- 
gion maintained for such Purposes 
for any organizar‘on. 

With the establlth~ent of the 
now club roams, Schelit, explained, 
the menrhershi- of tho local. VEW 
Post is exnocted to pow, Any vat- 
erens wha hare served overseas 
and Fave heen honorn™ly dischara- 
ed ara invited to join tha local 
saat by contecting ony of .the.lo- 
catel b members, riot 


the Steger, uy 


errs 


POST 8283 
1955 


The Steger V.E.W. Post was organized when Warren Draben and George Graziani, 
World War IJ veterans, and Ralp Miller World War I veteran got together a group of vet- 
erans interested in forming a post in Steger. 

V.F.W. Post 8283 was chartered October 12, 1946. The original charter included 77 
members. The first commander was Warren Draben. The post was organized to honor 
those who died for their country and to provide help for veterans and their families who 
might be in need. The post now has over 400 members. 

With money earned by the post they were able to donate several police cars, police 
radios, and fire fighting equipment to the village. They also sponsored scout troops and 
various athletic teams in the village. 

The new V.F.W. post hall was built at 3332 Chicago Road in 1955. The photo shows 
the dedication of the building in honor of the servicemen who lost their lives in World War II. 

In the above photo are: Bob Diehl, Robert LaDue, Jack Thomas; Gold Star Mothers: 
Mrs. Hofer, Mrs. Zirzow, Mrs. Delkus and Mrs. Rutkowski. 

On the right side: Mayor Herman Piacentini, Gold Star Mothers: Mrs. Stephens, 
Mrs. Romerowicz, Mrs. Dandurand, VFW District Commander and Bud Shambo. 
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This is a photograph of V.F.W. members who marched in the Memorial Day parade after | ~ 
World War II had ended. Note that they are all wearing the uniforms of the branch of | ~ 
service they served. In the upper row: Herschel Cox, Joe Combs, Unidentified, Ed |~ 
Voigts, George Krause, Stanley Safiran, Ed Loomis, Earl Mannel, Herman Sperti, John | = 
Schmueck, Martin Buchholz, Paul Seigrist, Unidentified, Charles Draben. Lower row: |= 
Edward Pezzute, Eugene Witt, Unidentified, Rollin Orr, Werner Sengstock, Bob Delkus, | ~ 

Bill Nasiatka, Frank Nasiatka, Pete Scheidt \~ 


~ 
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Article Below from the 
Chicago Tribune January 19, 1920 


FIVE FOIL SEARCH 
AFTER FIGHT AND | 
BANK BLASTING| 


Fifty Shots Fired; Two 
Hit at Steger. 


i 
H 
| 
re | Chicago police, the Indiana authori- ; 

| Wes and Chief of Police Gaorge O'Brien |! 
of Steger spent all day yesterday try- |: 
ing to get trace of the five safe blowers } 
who shot Policeman I'rank Glascew 
early in the morning after making two 


attempts .o blow open the safe of thc! 


‘ 


(apts ot SL | Police Chief Ed Gast and policeman 
Far twenty-five minutes after they’ 4 . 
|were discovered, the gunmen, armed Frank Glascow standing nm front of the 


with rifles and revolvers, kept the res- 
idents in terror by sweeping the 
streets and shooting through windows. 
Blast Brings Watchman. 
Glascow was brought from the city |. 
| hall, a block away, on the run by the | 
noise of the explosion of the first, 
charge of nltroglycerin inserted in the |: 
, Safe. An automobile stood in front of |. 
| the bank and a man was trouching ir 
. tho erow under a hillbosard ocrses- 
j street. This man opened fire on the : 
; policeman and Glascow jumped behiné HE 
a tree. | 
Two other men posted as lookouts in i 
the street also opened fire and one of ' 
| them was wounded by a bullet from F 
_| Glascow's gun. Then the man under l 
| the billboard ran to the car, picked up | 
| a rifle, and took careful aim at the po: | 


lliceman. One bullet pierced his left j!- 


‘wrist and another passed through his }. 
! abdomen. | 
Shoot Through Windows. 


Mrs. Anton Wolf, who lives opposite ;{ 
the bank, turned on a light and a bul- | 
let crashed through the window. An- ; 
other bullet smashed a window in the | 

| 
! 


bullet holes in the Hoitomt Building. 


home of Thomas Norion. James Hoi 
tont, a block away. raised a window 
and a bullet grazed his head. 

Glascow é6taggered to the Hoitont 
home and tried to borrow a gun to 
finish the fight. but became too weak. ! 
Fully fifty shots were fired. while two | 


men fn’ the bank touched sols accone Police Chief Ed Gast Standing in front of 
charge. They had inserted a third 
RUSTE S  MNCD Oey ee ee the Bank of Steger. Note the bullet holes 
, up the attempt, dragged their wounded 
away towards Indiana Ii was found 


they had cut all telephonic communi: ! 
cation between Steger and Chicago. 


companion to the machine, and So in the window. January 1920. 
{ 
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Approximately 1924 


Chier Emil Boettger with Mayor Jens Hoitomt giving attention to the automobiles in 
front of the Congregational Church 
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Pp hoto of the Steger Police Department in the late 1940's. During that time part time 
policemen were used. Pictured from left to right are : Gino Nardoni, Roy Pries, Wilbur 
Schroeder, Eugene Fazzini, Lt. Ray Herman, Armond Fiorenzo. Bob Holtz, and Chief 
Tom Orr. 


es 


F ire Prevention Week photo taken approximately in 1948 in front of Herman's 
Prescription Shop shows fireman Frank Rutkowski, Chief of Police Tom Jackson and fire- 


man Elmer Joyce. 
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Lieutenant Lawrence Herman - 1936 Photo 


ageiee Chief Tom Orr, officers Ray Herman, Bill Newberry, Eugene Fazzini, and Mayor 
Herman Piacentini. The piano player is unidentified. Tom Orr was Chief of Police in 1949. 
Mike Kloss was chief in 1945 and was remembered for his three wheel motorcycle that 
he used to patrol Steger streets. No photo of Chief Kloss was available at press time. 
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1971 Police Department 
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Back Row: Duke Helsel, Mike Kloss Jr., Charles Fitzpatrick, Jim Paoletta, Armond 
po Fiorenzo, Floyd Hefner and Orville Gans. Front Row: Harry Holtz, Keith Appleberry, 
si Ronald Cocci, Police Commisioner Roy Farmer, Chief Charles A. Tieri, Police Matron 
g@ Helen Herrman, Sgt Robert O. Myers, John Sullivan, and Carl Wilson. 

| 
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The History of the Steger Fire Department 


By William J. Joyce 


Jie Steger Fire Department was first organized in 1894 as the Steger Fire Company with« 
seven members. It was recognized in 1897 with thirty-three members. The first firehouse was- 
built in 1894 by Richard Mannel. Lumber was obtained form the World's Fair in Chicago. < 

The only equipment the first fire department had were hose reels, which were pulled. 
by hand. A chemical engine drawn by hand was purchased in 1898. Horses were secured_ 
in 1912 to pull the engine. P 

The department became a member of the Illinois Fireman's Association in 1902. In- 
this same year full dress uniforms were purchased for all members. 

Other equipment was added from time to time. Approximately 1915 a ladder truck. 
pulled by horses was bought. In 1918 the department purchased their first motor driven. 
truck and in 1926 a International tractor was secured to pull the ladder truck. 1938 markea 
the year that the department got a Diamond-T 500 g.p.m. pumper. Eighteen years later ir: 
1953 the department bought a new 750 g.p.m. pumper with the help of the civil defense.” 
It was made by Ward LaFrance and was used up until 1991. In August 1960 the laddei® 
truck was retired from service and replaced by a fifty foot "Snorkel" made by FWL* 
(Steger was the second department in the state outside the City of Chicago that purchasec* 
this type of equipment). Through the years various equipment has been purchased anc ~ 
retired from service. 

At the present time the department has three fire stations and fifteen pieces of equip- - 
ment which includes four pumpers, three ambulances, one 50' Snorkel, one tanker/~ 
pumper, one tanker, one emergency unit, one cascade unit, one grass truck, one antique - 
pumper, and a squad car for the chief. . 

The department has had a rich past which was lead by some very strong men, the- 
past Chiefs of the department include: Leonard Kay, Peter Grutzius, George Michaels. - 
Charles Jurgensen, Nick Grutzius, George Rohr, Harry Cole, and Harold Hecht. The pre- - 
sent chief is Elmer J. Joyce Sr. The department has had various events through the years ~ 
such as the annual homecoming which was started by Stanley Rutkowski in 1939. In 1940 = 
the department took over the event which was held until the late 1970's. Another event = 

was the New Year's Eve dance which was changed to a pre-Lenten dance. : 

In 1943 the Village of Steger started a citizens committee and advisors group to look- y 
into building a new fire station for the village. The reason being that the original fire sta- - 
tion was approximately 50 years old at the time and would cost too much to have it - 


repaired. 
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The Village of Steger appointed Stanley Rutkowski chairman of the committee with 
the goal of ascertaining ways and means to prepare the necessary program of creating a 
"Fire House Building Sinking Fund". The purpose of establishing this fund was to have 
the necessary money available in order to build a new fire station. 

In 1947 the Village of Steger and the fire department asked the people of Steger for 
contributions to build a new fire station. The cost of the station was $20,000.00. The 
average contribution was set at $10.00. Quite a few residents of the village gave a lot 
more to help build a station that would add to the community for many years. The station 
was built in 1948 at 3320 Emerald Avenue and is still serving the residents to this day. 

In 1970 the Village of Steger acquired a second station for the department. It is 
located on Union Avenue and 31st street, east of the railroad tracks. In 1990 the Village 
of Steger annexed Miller Woods into the town which added another fire station to the 
department. 

Present officers of the department are Chief Elmer J. Joyce Sr., Deputy Chief 
Kenneth Macleod, Assistant Chief Jeffery Roesner, Assistant Chief Louis Imber, Captain 
Patrick McCulley, Captain Larry Nardoni, Captain Mike Schmidt, Lieutenant Lenord 
Bottando, Lieutenant Dennis Friedricks, Lieutenant Armando Gazzillo, Lieutenant James 
Piancentini, Lieutenant Melissa Russo. 

The Steger Fireman's Association Officers are President Jeffery Roesner, Vice 
President David Maurer, Financial Secretary James Baine, Treasurer Melissa Russo and 
Recording Secretary William J. Joyce. 

Below is a poem written by a fireman from the Midlothian Fire Department titled, 
"The Siren". It was written one night when they returned from a fire and an irate citizen 
called the fire department to complain about the siren's disturbing him. 


"THE SIRE 
The siren wailing in the night, an eerie sound indeed! 
Means someone is in trouble, "Dear God bring Help" they plead. 
To some folks the siren means nothing, annoying others they say. 
But it brings relief to some poor soul, cause help is on the way. 
And to some who hear the siren, it's wail is an urgent call, 
For they are the dedicated men who must go and give their all. 
For them it may mean hours of work and no more sleep that night, 
And each fireman's wife is hoping that her man will be all right. 
Yes, the way the siren affects you, depends on your point of view. 
When you hear it say a prayer for the fireman who risks his life for you. 
By: Captain N. Minas, Midlothian Fire Departmen 
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The Steger Firemen's Auxiliary 
By Caroline Pfeifer 


lie Steger Fire Department Auxiliary has played a big role in the success of the Steger 
Fire Department. The Steger Firemen's Auxiliary was organized on July 3, 1945 with the 
aid of Hans Rutkowski and Sal Lemko. The first President was Ella Hoffman. There were 
twenty-one charter members. The auxiliary serves hot coffee and food at large fires. The 
auxiliary also gives financial assistance to the fire department each year to buy special 
equipment as they need it. The group is a member of the Community Firemen's 
Association and of the Ladies Auxiliary of the Illinois Firefighters Association of which 
Caroline Pfeifer is a past president. Meetings of the Steger Firemen's Auxiliary are held 
on the first Wednesday of each month. At the present time there are seventeen active mem- 
bers. On July 3, 1995 the organization celebrated its fiftieth anniversary. The officers now 


serving are: Caroline Pfeiffer President 
Sandra Joyce Vice President 
Mary Roesner Secretary 
Pat Stroube Treasurer 
Marion Pennington Chaplain 
Pam Schilling Historian/Custodian 


Photo on the right taken in the 1950's shows Gertrude Rutkowski and Alice Cole being 
sworn in as Officers of the Fireman's Auxiliary. The woman on the right is unidentified, an 
officer from the district. Photo on the left shows members of the Auxiliary members pos- 
ing before the 1965 parade. From left to right: Pauline Ciarrochi, Caroline Pfeiffer, Jean 
Neal, Clara Pettigrew, Beatrice Mannel, Mary Griggs, Janet Brown, Mary Wallrick 
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Equipment 


ad Aine top photo shows the interior of Steger No. | Fire Company and the equipment in 
use at that time. Firemen pictured in the photo, left to right: George Seiter, John O'Connors 
and Frank Martin. 

The lower photo shows a hand drawn hose cart being pulled by the firemen in a 
Steger Day parade. This is the type that was in use in the late 1890's and early 1900's. This 
fire wagon dating back to the 1890's was donated to the Steger Historical Scociety by Roy 
Farmer, a former trustee, who obtained it from the Steger factory when it was being 
demolished. It is presently housed in the Village Hall and may be seen in the main meet- 


ing room. 
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1920 - Firemen standing in front of the fire station 
Top Row, left to right: (Unidentified), Henry Boettger, (Others Unidentified) 
Middle Row: Paul Koester, Hans Rutkowski, (Unidentified), Paul Priebe, Henry Martin, 
Henry Grutzius, Nick Grutzius, Jr., (Unidentified), Nick Grutzius, Emil Boettger, 
(Unidentified), Charles Jurgenson, Louis Rohr, Herman Hanck. 
Lower Row: (Unidentified), Mike Ciarlo, (Unidentified), Bill Schroeder, Richard Foley, 
“Murphy” Siegrist, Ernie Rohr, Henry Holtz, Skrandell 


Page 222 


Rar 


. 


a” 


> 


b | 


jes 


edman, and Louis Rohr - Second Row left to right: Nick Grutzius, Jr, John 
ause, J. Godowic, Richard Foley, Walter Newquist, Ed Schroeder, Augie Manns, Frank 
SSB enning. Third Row left to right: Wm. Martin, Bernard Krause, Bill Schroeder, Victor 
e@Dorfmiller, (Unidentified), Paul Martin, and Fred Steger - Front Row left to right: 
s@William Roesner, George Michaels, Ernie Rohr, Nick Grutzius, Mike Kloss, Henry 


Steger Fire Department New 1954 Ford LaFrance Fire Truck 


| ane in front of their latest addition to the fire fighting equipment: Top Row from lef? 


to right are: Roger Fox, Robert Frye, Unidentified, Woodrow Zumbrum, Wilmer Matthias _ 
Don Hunt, Nick Grutzius, Unidentified, Elmer Joyce, Narvin Pennington in the driver’. — 


seat; Front row: Martin Huhnholz, Kenneth Griggs, Harold Hecht, and Harry Cole. 
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Petree meee 


Circa 1960 Steger Firemen showing off their new snorkel and other equipment 
Left to right: Ralph Pfeifer, Elmer Joyce, Harold Hecht, Kenny Griggs, Ed 
Marcinowski, Casey Ciarrochi, Martin Buccholz, Guido Gasbarro, Roger Fox, Hans 
Rutkowski, William Billingheimer and Jerry Piacentini. Tommy Baron and Marvin 
Quenell in basket. 
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1974 Photo of Fire Station No. I - 3320 Emerald 


Steger Fire Station Number 2 
Dis property was a gas station on the corner of Union Avenue and 31st Street. The gas 
station was purchased in 1970 and remodeled to house fire apparatus and serve as a fire 
station for the east side of Steger. The village now has fire equipment on either side of the 
tracks. With trains sometimes blocking both the 34th and 31st Street crossings, firemen 
had a problem getting their equipment to a fire on the east side of Steger. Fire Station # 2 
solved this problem. There are two fire trucks at this location now. 
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Presidents of the Village Board 
« From 1897 to the Present 
John V. Steger 1897-1899 
. James N. Kelly 1899-1901 
Frank Dassow 1901-1903 
Thomas Northen 1903-1907 
‘ Frank Dassow 1907-1909 
James N. Kelly 1909 (resigned July 1909) 
George F. Steger 1909-1911 
Thomas Northen 1911-1917 
John Scheiwe 1917-1921 
Frank Schaeffer 1921-1923 
7 Jens Hoitomt 1923-1929 
Oscar Williams 1929-1933 
: FJ. Ratkowski 1933-1935 
- Joseph Martin 1935-1937 
Eugene C. Smith 1937- Died in office June 1948 
“0 Herman Piacentini 1948-1957 
Francis Klein 1957-1961 
Elmer Hahn 1961-1969 
Robert Helsel 1969-1973 
Louis Sherman 1973 
* Herman Piacentini was appointed to fill a two year 
= term for Eugene C. Smith. 
cd 
a 
ait 
“ LOUIS SHERMAN 
: present Village President 
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Steger's Water Treatment Plant 
oc 


ee at the corner of 31st Street and Lewis Avenue, the Steger Wastewater Treatment~ 
plant had a pumping capacity of 1.5 million gallons of sewage a day. The photo shows- 
the new facility required by the Environmental Protection Agency that was built in 1970 <. 
This plant was abandoned when the Village joined the Thorn Creek Basin Sanitary 
District. The Village Garage and the emergency Service garage are now located at this = 


site. 
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Present Village Garage 
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612 old water tower on Halsted Boulevard, just south of 34th Street was built in 1909. 
Mr he following year the village water mains were installed and a special assessment was 
MB assed to pay for them. 

The tower was built and the well dug for $2,000. In 1978, it cost five times that 
MB mount to tear it down. Since it was so old, it was necessary to get permission from the 
MA \\inois Historical Committee to proceed with the demolition. 
eal Lower Photo: Another view of the water tower on a snowy day in 1976 showing the 

Village Hall with the American Legion across the street and the old water tower. 
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Steger Veterans Memorial and Gazebo 
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The Heritage of the Village of Steger 


= "... Of what is past, or passing, or to come’ 
id WILLIAM BUTLER YEATS 1865-1939 


t 


ze book such as this should have an epilogue. A fitting post script to these pages would 
™)e a bit of reminiscing. The Village of Steger as we know it today, really came into being 
a@pifter the end of World War II. For those who arrived in the years 1946-47 the village was 
emlready a half century old, most of its early inhabitants were gone and so were the mem- 
~g ties of the glorious days of its founder John Valentine Steger. The Steger Day celebration 
- ‘hat paid the annual tribute to the town's founder and attracted thousands of visitors, scores 
- of national celebrities and dignitaries, who came from all corners of the state, was now 
-~elegated to an annual get-together sponsored by the Volunteer Fire Department and re- 
-named "The Steger Homecoming". 
. The corner bank, on the north-west corner, once an imposing brick edifice was now 
~ the local drug store with a doctor's office in the basement, and the local post office in an 
adjoining room. Across the street on the south-east corner a Walgreen agency drug store 
“55% the place of Dr. Brown's offices and drug store. On the north-east corner Jens 
:roitomt's tavern was the focal point of the village, now housed the newly arrived 
- schrementi brothers’ liquor store and restaurant. The Dixie tavern occupied the south-west 
+ corner abutting Henry Hartmann's store, where his brother Walter had a smoke-house in 
“ire backyard and made smoked sausages and hams on a regular basis. 
- Eugene (Gene) Smith who was related by marriage to Richard J. Daley, who later 
-vecame mayor of Chicago was the mayor of Steger. Mike Kloss was chief of police of the 
MM ne man (Tom Orr) police department. The police station was a octagon shaped brick 
@iosk about six foot in diameter standing on the south-west corner of Chicago Road and 
MO hirty-fourth Street between the street and the sidewalk adjacent to the Dixie Tavern 
Mp uilding. Marv Pennington was the village superintendent of streets and maintenance, vil- 
Mage engineer, water department head, and the official fire whistle blower if someone 
‘-alled in an alarm. Harry Cole who was the butcher at Hartmann's was usually the first to 
g°spond to a fire in the day time. The volunteer firemen who worked at the Steger Products 
py ctory were able to respond to a fire during working hours. George Rohr was chief of the 
Steger Volunteer Fire Department. Russ Healy was one of the tireless workers along with 
utch Reynolds for the Sportsmen's Club, or any organization that asked for help. Art 
ay llins’ band played for the local dances. In between, Art coached the Steger Congos soft- 
all and basketball teams. Bill Bales operated the Steger Theater and scored a scoop on 
he area when during Christmas of 1947, he showed "Miracle on 34th Street" at his the- 
“water. Fern Bales, his wife, not only sold tickets but ran the candy stand and baby sat for 
#. kids that were dropped off for Saturday or Sunday afternoon matinees. 
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In those days the C. & E. I. railroad ran only two trains in each direction to Chicago _ 
when at one time there were ten trains a day. Frank Lauer was the station agent who no _ 
only sold tickets but loaded mail, baggage, and figured freight rates. The South Suburbar | 
Safeway Lines ran buses to Chicago three times an hour. Greyhound buses made stops i 
Steger on their way between Chicago and Danville every day. Wilmer Matthias had e- 
"shade tree" auto repair shop and operated a taxi service. A new comer to Steger, a yom 
war veteran started Stober's Steger Cab Co, as competition. 

Larry Paolella had a barber shop on Chicago Road. His only competition was the 
ancient Louie Sassano who had his shop in a small room adjacent to the theater. Louie was- 
a favorite with the small boys of the village. As they came in for a hair cut, he always asked. 
in his heavy Italian accent: "How do you want to look - like Joe LeDoux or Judge King?’ — 

Joe LeDoux was a real estate man in his eighties who at one time ran stage coach= 
excursions to the bawdy houses in Cedar Lake. He handled a lot of the lot sales for George - 
Steger, son of the town's founder who was still living. Judge King was about the same age,~ 
and was the township justice of the peace for years. Judge King had his real estate and 
insurance office on Chicago Road near Don Hunt's news agency. : 

Although it was only fifty years since the village was founded, there weren't to 
many inhabitants that knew the glory days of the "Piano Town" founded by John Valentin’ 
Steger. It's been nearly a quarter of a century that the Steger Piano Factory closed its doors — 
The Great Depression of the 1930's caused many of the original villagers to leave and relo ~ 
cate to other towns. The war years brought on a new type of industry and a new migratio: . 
of workers, primarily from Southern Illinois and nearby southern states. When World Wa ~ 
II ended, some of the local servicemen did not return to Steger, settling in other parts o~ 
the area, or even other parts of the country. On the other hand scores of returning service ~ 
men from the Chicago area, looking for a place to build a home, migrated to Steger 
Subdivisions to the east and west of town sprouted with hundreds of one family home ~ 
within five years of the war's end. Hardly any of these newcomers had any idea of Steger'gs 
historical background. Sadly enough, the remaining pioneer settlers were gradually Pass gay 
ing away and the history of the village seemed to pass with them. 

It wasn't until the forming of the Steger Historical Society that a valiant effort vera 
made to retrieve as much of the history as possible. Their work is never done. This book. 
is the beginning of their achievements. Perhaps readers of this book will be stimulated ta 
research their personal background, look in to the old boxes of pictures stored away, ask 
questions of their parents and grandparents and contribute their newly found knowledge 
to the warehouse of information being gathered by the Steger Historical Society, keeping 


in mind the old adage that: "Jo Save the future, we must preserve the past". ¥ 
--- JWW- 
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